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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL (BPC) HELD REMOTELY ON WEDNESDAY 21 
OCTOBER 2020 AT 8.00 PM USING ZOOM 

 
Present: Malcolm Kenward (MK) [Chair], Jackie Emery (JE), Nicky Gould (NG), Helen Caudrey (HC), Simon 
Greenwood (SG),), Charles Metcalfe (CM), and Lloyd Thompsett (LT),  
In attendance Jemma McCarthy (JsM) Clerk to the Council.   
 
00180. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest  

Cllrs CM, LT, MK and JE declared a personal interest in items 12 and 16 as members of Frack Free 
Balcombe Residents Association. Cllr SG declared a prejudicial interest in items 12 and 16.  

  
00181. Apologies for Absence 

Sue Taylor (ST), Jon Millbanks (JM), Alison Stevenson (AS).  HLF was noted as being absent and MK 
was going to contact him. 
 

00182. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 September 2020 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 September were agreed as a true record 

 
00183. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 September 2020 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 September were agreed as a true record 
 

00184. Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk  
 Planning approvals: 

Ref Site/ADDRESS Proposal 
MSDC 
Decision 

DM/20/2464 

Forest Farm 
Paddockhurst 
Lane  

Demolition of existing redundant farm buildings and temporary 
accommodation and their replacement with a single dwelling with 
associated landscaping. 

MSDC 
Refuse to 
permit 
application 

 
 Balcombe Cares – still running doing daily prescription but have reduced the service to 

patients who have no other means of getting their medications.  Clerk also sent out an 
email to thank Volunteers for their time over the past few months.  

 Hedgehog sign – Residents have expressed interest in a hedgehog sign on the 
Haywards Heath Road. It was suggested the school might create signs that would be 
eyecatching. Discussion also took place on additional signage for Oldlands, Buttercup 
Barn and the new development when finished. Clerk to liaise with WSCC road signage 
team to understand if this is feasible.   

 WSCC due to attend Newlands to inspect the Footpath  
 The developers of the Barnfield site have requested the name Barnfield Place.  

Councillors suggested Barnfield or Denman Close was more suitable to the site and 
location. 

 
00185. Review of emergency measures as detailed in the scheme of delegation 

Unanimous resolution to continue using the emergency measures and another review will be 
conducted in the November meeting.  
Agreed that declarations of interest would be scanned and emailed out, signed and returned on a 
quarterly basis.  
 

00186. Planning – applications considered  
 
DM/20/3565 | Prunus/Flowering Cherry - Reduce crown height and spread by 2m and thin by 25% 
| Croft Corner Oldlands Avenue Balcombe  
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BPC Response: No objection 
 
DM/20/2955 | Conifer (T1) fell. Sycamore (T2) fell to ground level. Conifer (T3) fell to near ground 
level. Conifer (T4) reduce height by 3-4m. Sycamore (T5) remove major deadwood. Sycamore (T6) 
reduce by 2m. | Telephone Exchange Stockcroft Road Balcombe West Sussex 
BPC Response: No objection 

 
DM/20/3317 | Retrospective application for a 3-storey treehouse in the front garden. | Blackthorn 
Stockcroft Road Balcombe  
BPC Response: No objection to this application however the Council would defer to the Tree Officer 
in this case.   
DM/20/3589 | Two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and garden shed to front. | 
Culver House Stockcroft Road 
 
BPC Response: Balcombe Parish Council have no objections to the proposed application in respect 
of the alterations to the house.  However, the Parish Council is concerned that the proposed 
position of the shed, being forward of the building line, would not be of benefit to the street scene 
within the conservation area.  Therefore, whilst the Parish Council has no objections to the 
alterations to the house, they do have an objection to the position of the shed.  

 
DM/20/3015 | Demolition of existing rear extension roof and erection of single storey rear 
extension with glazed link to existing conservatory. | Honeywood House Deanland Road 
 
BPC Response: Balcombe Parish Council has no objections to this application 

 
DM/20/3620 | Parking of 1No. HGV Grab lorry within existing farm parking area. Amendment to 
planning approval DM/20/2155 to remove condition 4 relating to vehicle movements for the use 
of the site for parking of the HGV Grab lorry and to allow vehicle movements 24 hours a day. | 
Yewtree Farm London Road Balcombe 
 
BPC Response: Whilst Balcombe Parish Council have no objection to the application, the Council 
would like to echo the comments of the Environmental Protection officer in regards to 
safeguarding the amenities of potential future neighbours in the event that the neighbouring 
properties change hands to new owners/tenants unaffiliated to the farm. 

 
DM/20/3767 | Ash (T1) cut overhanging branches on East side of tree back to fence line. | 
Woodpecker Mount Stockcroft Road Balcombe 
 
BPC Response: As at the time of the Parish Council meeting, the information available on the 
planning portal was limited to the tree location drawing and the neighbour notification sheet.  As 
such this is an incomplete application and the Parish Council cannot comment.   The Clerk to the 
Parish Council shall email the Planning Officer to ask for an extension pending completion of the 
documents on the planning portal. 

 
 

00187. Financial 
September Cash Book Receipts & Payments were circulated and noted.   The Clerk reminded 
Councillors that they need to start thinking about any larger budget items for next year,  

00188. Reports from Groups 
Neighbourhood Plan  
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- Allotments and Barnfield footpath – Cllrs AS to provide a copy of the WSCC Footpath 
spec to Rydons/Balcombe Estate for their consideration    

- Graveyard – the Walled Garden site was identified as a potential mixed use site for 
the graveyard, allotments and housing.  This is not currently included per the 
neighbourhood plan however.  Cllr LT to discuss with MSDC Cllrs to find out how the 
Parish can do a refresh of the neighbourhood plan.  

- Neighourhood Plan – suggested to do a refresh of the plan commencing Jan 2021  
 
 Public Transport –   

- The Clerk, and Cllrs JE and HC met with Govia Thameslink in early October to discuss 
proposed changes.  Project manager was receptive to our input but made it clear that 
step-free access would not be considered.  The following points were discussed: 

o Additional cycle storage – some to be added next to the amazon lockers and perhaps 
some to be added at the top of the stairs.  Clerk to confirm with WSCC about cycle 
storage at the top of the stairs.  

o Bathrooms and Baby Change – there is no intention to re-open the bathrooms further 
down the platform and instead they will refurb the existing WC (in the ticket office) 
and also turn the ante-chamber into a baby change area.  

o Hood over the ticket machine 
o Landscaping – GTR are keen to liaise with the Guerrilla Gardeners to add additional 

landscaping and incorporate sustainable water sources (i.e. water butts) 
o Accessible access is extremely difficult due to the steepness of the incline and would 

need significant (government) funds to realise 
-  

 Access & Rural –  
- Footpath inspection is active.  
- Noted that the chaileybeate bridge is still in bad repair – this footpath is currently 

temporarily closed as the water levels need to be lowered so that WSCC footpath 
team can enact the repair. The Balcombe Estate have been very helpful in trying to g 
to identify the cause of the increased water level. Cllr NG suggested Operation 
Watershed might be of help to fund the repairs to the bridge.  

- Residents submitted a query in regards to the footpath at the reservoir which is a 
local nature reserve.  Cllrs noted that this is managed by SE water. Further 
information is required to pursue this further 

-  
 Traffic 

- Traffic Working Group are pulling together a village consultation for the final option.  
- Cllr MK brought up the speeding cars through the village and is investigating a SID 

device with numberplate recognition.  The Clerk queried if a speed watch team had 
been set up in the past, however it was noted that the Covid 19 situation had delayed 
the revival of the volunteer led speedwatch team.   

 
Energy 

- Objection to the planning put forward by Angus has been submitted 
- Cllr MK investigating electric vehicle charging options for the village 

 
00189. To receive specific update on Village Centre Improvements projects  

Cllrs have met with Project Centre to review the second road safety audit and have compiled a 
“final option” which is a hybrid of the best solutions previously presented.  As these were not 
exactly what was originally put forward to the village, the Traffic Group is intending to perform 
another village consultation through leaflets, online survey, online “surgeries” (zoom calls for 
Q&A).  This is hoped to be done in November. 

00190. To decide whether we are interested in pursuing a Community Led Housing initiative at Wynstay 
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The Neighbourhood plan group have a meeting scheduled with Transform to discuss the options 
available and understand what Transform would like to achieve.  Cllrs expressed concern that the 
accommodation would be moved out of the village and iterated that the Council’s objective would 
be to try and retain sheltered/semi-sheltered housing within Balcombe if possible.  

00191. To receive an update on the Rectory Site, meeting with Shanly Homes 
Shanly Homes attended a preplanning meeting with MSDC who reiterated that the local need 
is for 1-3 bed properties.  MSDC reiterated the neighbourhood plan disallows 4 bed houses on 
this site.  Noted the car park needs to be separated and with Cllrs AS engaging with WSCC 
regarding the small strip of land between then highway and the site which is currently 
preventing the car park  from having its own access.  

00192. To receive an update on the Angus CLG meeting 
Noted that no minutes  for the energy group have been distributed.  Re: the Angus CLG, Clerk 
noted there had been some confusion as the Terms of Reference state that Angus are responsible 
for distributing the minutes but Angus had not realised this.  The Clerk had emailed Angus to clarify 
and offer to type up the minutes if they could provide a copy of the zoom recording.  

00193. Approve repair of Pavilion roof  
Noted that quote was not yet received but was verbally quoted at £350 which was approved.  
Noted the Clerk has Powers for spending without prior approval of up to £500.  

00194. Approve payment of Victory Hall Doors Invoice 
Reviewed and Approved.  
 

00195. To receive an update on streetlights   
The Clerk commented that the Parish is currently outside the maintenance contract with SSE and 
are awaiting quotes from two other providers.  

00196. Correspondence 
MSDC: 
M1 - Rubbish Freighter Update 
M2. MSDC response to Changes in Current Planning System 
M2a. 2020.09.29 MSDC comments on changes to the current planning system 
M3. PR 2295 Clair Hall regeneration 
M4. Public Consultation on Taxi and Private Hire license 
Other: 
O1. Cuckfield Response to planning review 
O2. Tonbridge-Gatwick, a catalyst of what is required for the wider South East rail connectivity. 
O3. COPTHORNE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN CONSULTATION 
O4. Gatwick Announcement  

Cllr NG noted this might be an opportunity for Balcombe to push for a more frequent train 
service if more users of Gatwick airport were to use park and ride facilities available at local 
train stations. 

O5. NALC right to contest snapshot online survey 
O6. Healthwatch MSVA - Voluntary and Community Sector Supporting People During COVID-19 - 
Sept 20 
 

00197. Exchange of Information  
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 22:32  Jackie Emery intended to 
resigned as councillor due to an impending move away from Balcombe. 
 
THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 11 November 2020 AT 8.00 PM 
HELD AT AN APPROPRIATE VENUE (TBD)    
 


