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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 
 
Present: Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), Malcolm Kenward (MK), Charles Metcalfe 

(CM), Jon Millbanks (JM), Max Preston Bell (MPB), Alison Stevenson (AS), Sue Taylor (ST) 

and Lloyd Thompsett (LT).    

Henry Le Fleming (HLF) arrived during Item 0102. 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council.   
 

0102. Public Participation 

 Police Officers Paul Umney & Kelly McClune attended to give information about the 

forthcoming roll out of more PCSOs.   It is hoped that they will be dedicated to specific 

areas to re-establish direct communication with communities (a minimum of 4 PCSOs in 

each area and possibly 6).   100 more PCSOs will be operating by March 2020, bringing 

the total to 296.   They gave crime statistics for Balcombe in the last 2 months:-  35 reports 

from Balcombe comprising 9 theft and burglaries (including out-houses), 7 harassments, 1 

scam, 1 domestic etc.   By comparison Ardingly’s figures were 66 and Horsted Keynes 41.   
 

0103.   Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest  

 Cllrs HLF, MK, CM, JM, ST & LT declared a personal interest in Items 9 Angus Energy 

(0109) and 11 Energy (0111) as members Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.   

Cllr Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in Items 7 Planning (0108) (Meadow 

Terrace Appeal), 9 Angus Energy (0109) and 11 Energy (0111).   He was granted 

dispensation to stay in the room because Item 7 was a review of a previous decision, Item 

9 was deferred and Item 11 a brief report.   He declared a personal interest in Item 7 

Planning (0108) (Planning Forest Farm, Barns North of White House). 
 

0104. Apologies for Absence 
 Cllr Jackie Emery had given apologies. 

 

0105. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 October 2019 

 The Minutes of the Meeting held in October were signed as a true record. 
 

0106.   Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk  

  The following Planning Applications have been granted:- 

  0067  DM/19/3472 Little Meadows: DM/19/3475 Pemby, Oldlands Ave:   

 DM/19/3756 Ringwood, Stockcroft Road 

 0085  DM/19/3872  Balcombe House, HH Road  

 It was noted that BPC had asked for replanting or refusal on two of these tree applications 

which MSDC had ignored.  RR will query the criteria they use to ascertain why we are 

often at odds with their decisions. 

 0010  DM/19/4223 Lower Stumble – MSDC raised no objection to the flow test 

 The following Planning Applications have been withdrawn:- 

 0085  DM/19/3911 Cobo, Deanland Road:  DM/19/3898 Land Adjacent to the Briars 

 0080  The Environment Agency have forwarded the letter about bench removal to the 

appropriate local office.   The public have written further messages of complaint. 

 0084  Dog poo penalty signs have been put up. 

 0089  Balcombe Club query the nature of “further information” for a grant application. 
   
0107. Urgent Matters 
 Neither MSDC, WSCC nor the Environment Agency had attended the recent Angus 

Energy Community Liaison Group (CLG) meeting.    
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 It was resolved to be more proactive in getting these attendees on board, fixing timings 

and in circulating an Agenda in advance (RR).   We will query whether emails can go out 

to all attendees (including the public) routinely.   HLF will arrange a meeting with West 

Sussex Cllrs Acraman and Bradbury to make sure they are aware of our response and do 

attend in future.  It was disappointing that MSDC and WSCC had not attended the CLG. 
 

0108.  Planning - to consider the following applications  

 DM/19/4022 Little Meadows, Stockcroft Road - Demolition of existing front porch, 

rear conservatory and lean-to extension. Erection of a two-storey front extension and 

a part single storey, part two storey with loft conversion rear extension - No objection 

to the extension in principle but we question whether the use of materials here is in 

keeping with the Conservation Area and our Neighbourhood Plan Design Guide, 

particularly the metal roofing and the single pane aluminium windows. 

AP/19/0075 Meadow Terrace, Mill Lane – Creation of 5 parking spaces to the front 

of no. 1-3 Meadow Terrace (drawing received 21.06.2019) – BPC was disappointed 

that MSDC turned down the original application: we continue to endorse it.   The 

proposed car parking will help take parked cars off the road thus improving 

accessibility for all vehicles including the emergency services and farm contractors’ 

vehicles.   The majority of the properties here already have frontage parking spaces so 

we are puzzled by MSDC’s concern about the “partial loss of the existing gardens and 

hedgerow….which is considered to detract from verdant character and appearance of 

the lane.”    The properties here have large rear gardens and we do not believe utilise 

the front garden space at all. 

 DM/19/4465 Barns North White House, Brantridge Lane - Conversion existing barns 

 & provision of a new 4 no. bedroom single storey dwelling – No objection but the two 

 houses originally proposed were a better fit for the needs of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
DM/19/4380 Forest Farm, Paddockhurst Lane - Variation of condition 2 of 

DM/19/1074 to replace approved plans to reconfigure internal layout to include 

additional bedroom, amend approved fenestration, and new open lean-to porch north 

elevation – No objection 

 Late Applications: DM/19/4552 Clayhurst 3 Limes - Remove epicormic growth to 6 

 metres  in height.  Conifer x1- Remove top 4 metres height, 2 Yews - Reduce up to 1 m in 

 diameter - No objection to the removal of epicormic growth of the lime trees.   We are 

 unclear on what is proposed for the yew trees so cannot comment.   The Conifer we defer 

 to the Tree Officer.   We ask that all these works are undertaken sympathetically so as to 

 retain the rural character of the road particularly in view of the recent permissions to fell 

 trees in the properties opposite. 

 Water Mead DM/19/4552 - Trees in a Conservation Area Proposal: Oak (T4) reduce 

 laterals overhanging the car park by 3m and deadwood - we object to this application.   

 The developer should have fully assessed the impact of these trees before work was started 

 on the new houses so we fail to see why this work should be necessary now. 
 

0109. To agree a response to the Angus Energy Planning Applicaton WSCC/071/19 to 

flow test the well at Lower Stumble 
 This Item was deferred until an Extra Meeting of BPC on Monday 11 November at 

7.15 pm in Bramble Hall. 

 

0110. Financial:  
 October Cash Book Receipts & Payments were circulated and noted.  The half yearly 

VAT refund had been paid promptly, a figure of £2,168.  
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0111.  Reports from Groups  
 Neighbourhood Plan & Planning – the MSDC Site Allocation Development Plan 

Consultation did not name any Balcombe sites and so it was agreed a response was not 

necessary.   AS will work on a response to the Mid Sussex Design Guide Consultation.  In 

view of the recent Rydon Homes Committee decisions it was agreed that Gary Marsh 

should be invited to speak to the Council on how MSDC make planning decisions and 

what they look for in developments.    

  Traffic – Balcombe is on the Speed Indication Device (SID) rota in November and it was 

agreed to position it on the London Road.    Rydon Homes Section 106 money could go to 

village gateways or rumble strips (c£12,000).   The Project Centre have issued a draft 

report to be reviewed in due course.  The next stage will be the production of a scoping 

document to get costings. WSCC may add the work to their works programme.  MSDC 

should now enact the CIL – could Jeremy Quin further explore this on our behalf? 

 Energy – the National Audit Office has said fracking will not lower gas costs and may 

leave landowners/public bodies with significant liabilities. 

 Community Assets, VHMC & St. Mary’s Trust – Pavilion soffits etc need painting but 

vegetation at the back needs to be cleared – quotes sought.  This may be MSDC’s remit. 

 Micki Strahan (ex pub landlady) has been appointed Manager of the Club and LT will 

continue dialogue.  

Public Transport – flooding has disrupted the rail service recently.  HLF will establish a 

rapport with the station manager.   A consultation to remove the Rail Card concession for 

those without a Bus Pass has been advertised.   Gatwick are reviewing air space routes and 

a consultation is forthcoming.  The Gatwick Foundation Fund is a source of grant funding. 

 Security & Finance – LT is attending a Finance Course and will investigate the rules 

surrounding Parish Council borrowing.  
 

0112.  To give an update on the possible conversion Bramble Hall lighting to LED with the 

aid of a possible grant  
 Quotes were in the region of c£1,500 so a reduced project (inside spotlights and outside 

lights) was also being considered.   Both estimates would be presented to Repower for a 

possible grant.   
 

0113. To give an update on the recruitment of a replacement Clerk 
  A candidate has been offered and references are being sought.   A January start date is 

anticipated. 
 

0114. Correspondence 
  M3 MSDC will ask for input on the name of the Rydon development when it is built 

O21 RR will respond to the School’s query on increasing the Precept for funding 

O6 RR will look at Operation Watershed funding for the Victoria Road drain 
  

0115. Exchange of Information  

 Scout Bonfire Thursday 7 November  

 Sunday 10 Remembrance Service  

 The muddy footway on the Haywards Heath Road will be reported on I Love West Sussex 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.25 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY  

11 DECEMBER 2019 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   

 

Signed………………………………………….      Date: 11 December 2019 


