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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 17 JULY 2019 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Jackie Emery (JE), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), Malcolm Kenward 
(MK), Henry le Fleming (HLF), Charles Metcalfe (CM), Alison Stevenson (AS), Sue Taylor (ST) 
and Lloyd Thompsett (LT) 
Cllr Preston Bell (MPB) arrived late during Item 1 (0038) and left before Item 15 (0052)  
In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 

0038. Public Participation 
 Duncan Smith & Ian Tremble (Balcombe School Governors) made representation on the 

School’s application for a grant for Forest School provision.   It was an integral part of the 
school, giving it a Unique Selling Point and having significant benefit for those children 
who struggle with the academic side of school life. 

 Councillors asked about other funding sought and explained that the Council had a set 
budget for the year.   Had the timing of the application come at the beginning of the year 
when the Precept was set then it would have been a more opportune time to put something 
aside and perhaps increase the Precept. 

    
0039. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest  
 Cllr SG declared prejudicial interest in Item 7 Planning 0047 (Meadow Terrace) and 10 

Energy 0049 (Lower Stumble), he left the room during each of these items.  Cllrs JE, 
HLF, MK, CM, ST & LT declared a personal interest in Item 10 Energy (0049) as 
members of Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.   Cllr HLF declared a personal 
interest in Item 13 School (parent) (0044).  Cllrs AS and LT declared a personal interest in 
Item 7 Planning (0047) friends The Coppice.   
 

0040. Apologies for absence  
 Apologies had been received from Cllr Millbanks. 
 

0041. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 June 2019 
 The Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 June 2019 were signed as a true record. 
 

0042.   Tom Warder (Action in Rural Sussex) – Talk on Community Led Housing 
 Tom explained that the community led housing initiatives were important for villages 

because with escalating house prices it is often the case that those who work on the land 
cannot afford to live there.  There were four models: Community Land Trusts CLTs (most 
popular), Co-housing, Cooperatives and Community Self Builds.    The benefits of CLTs 
include the fact that the community is integrally involved, there is a presumption in favour 
of a long term role for the community, and benefits to the community are defined and 
protected in perpetuity.  CLTs need to be a separate entity from a Parish Council. 

 
0043. To agree to explore Community Led Housing initiatives to see whether it can help us 

achieve our NP housing aspirations 
 This was agreed and MPB will take the lead and initiate a meeting. 
 
0044.  To consider Balcombe School’s application for £5,300 grant to support Forest School 
 AS proposed that a grant of £2,000 under Section 137 powers be made to fund Balcombe 

School’s Forest School provision, this was agreed. ST volunteered to assist with a High 
Weald Sussex Lund grant application. Councillors asked that Governors be more 
cognisant of Parish Council budget/precept timings next year and to report regularly if 
there are funding issues.  
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0045. Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
  0028  DM/19/1062 Ashdown, Jobes – MSDC rejected the application 

DM/19/1911 7 Troymede – granted  
 0027   A severed land drain at the Station is being repaired  
 
0046.    Urgent Matters 
 A request for financial help from the Balcombe Club had come in too late for the Agenda.  

It was agreed that further information would be sought with ST reviewing the Accounts 
and LT leading on investigating long term plans and viability alongside the Victory Hall.     

 
0047.  Planning - to consider the following applications     
 DM/19/1083 St, Agnes, Bramble Hill - Alterations and extension to detached garage to 

form 2 storey annexe accommodation ancillary to main dwelling – No objection but a 
condition be imposed that the annexe accommodation remains ancillary to the main house. 

 DM/19/0344 Meadow Terrace, Mill Lane - Creation of 5 parking spaces to the front of no. 
1-3 Meadow Terrace (amended drawing received 21.06.2019) -  We endorse this 
application and suggest that the hedge at No 1 be reduced in size to increase visibility. 

 DM/19/1856 The Coppice, Oldlands Ave - Ash (T1 and T2), Silver birch (T3, T4, T5) - 
Fell.  Poplars (T6, T7, T8, T9) - Pollard to a reasonable height because of unsafe limbs – 
No objection to the removal of diseased trees but would like to see them replaced.   We 
defer to the Tree Officer on the poplars. 

 DM/19/2643 Greenway, London Road - Alterations to position/design of windows/doors/  
cladding. Internal alterations with new covered access to ground floor- No objection. 

 AP/19/0050 & 0051 Bagpiths Cottage, HH Road - Demolition of existing shed and rear 
extension with replacement part single storey, part two storey extension. Erection of new 
shed at rear of property – No further comments necessary. 

 
0048. Financial:  
 June Cash Book Receipts & Payments were circulated and noted.    
  
0049.  Reports from Groups  
 Neighbourhood Plan & Planning – The Group have discussed strategy and budget going 

forward.  AS has spoken to the Planning Officer dealing with Rydon who is keen to see a 
footpath at the back of the Nursery.   She also seems receptive to BPC’s comments on 106 
spending, and the green space and parking issues associated with the development.   It was 
noted that Cllr Gary Marsh had not passed comments on and so there was a need to engage 
further with him perhaps inviting him to meetings.   BPC will write to MSDC requesting 
CIL implementation, our MP Jeremy Quin is also receptive in lobbying MSDC on this 
issue, (he attended the Balcombe Fete).   

 Youth, Recreation & Wellbeing – Numbers are good at LOCUS with a new influx of 
Year 6s.   Age UK had a presence at the Fete and are hoping for more attendees.   

  Traffic – The Project Centre options were presented at the Fete with a positive reaction. 
Mid-September further consultations are planned.    

  Energy – Angus have said that they may put in a planning application for Balcombe in 
August.  They plan to sell Brockham.      

 LED conversion/Climate Change Pledge to be discussed again at the next Energy meeting. 
Community Assets, VHMC & St. Mary’s Trust  – Pavilion soffit quotes sought. 

  Security and Finance – Numerous cars were vandalised at the Station: police attended. 
 
0050. To discuss sponsorship of a village web space 
 MK is still working on a proposal. 
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0051. Use of the Zoho email as a tool for Councillors’ communication 
 NG urged all to flag any problems with Zoho so that everyone can use it effectively for 
 councillor communication - receiving and responding to emails.  Using the Mobile App 
 will ensure that alerts are received.   A BPC Whatsapp group will be set up by the Clerk 
 which may be a better medium for quick messages. 
 
0052. Balcombe Fete debrief  
 Congratulations to all those who represented BPC – next year more Councillors are 

needed to man the stall. 
 
0053. Strategy and long term budget planning going forward  
 AS urged the need to be proactive in carrying projects forward and there was a need to 

budget accordingly.   LT suggested that Councillors who missed the Neighbourhood Plan 
presentation should be briefed on the current status of Council activity and the plan. 
accordingly.  Working Group leaders were encouraged to diarise regular monthly 
meetings to enable councillors to plan their diaries. 

 
0054. To discuss the purchase of a mower for a resident at Alley Green 
 The request for a mower will be declined and the Clerk will put continued pressure on 

MSDC to fulfil their grass-cutting commitments. 
 
0055. To discuss whether to support an application for disabled access at Balcombe station 
 Councillors support the application and support had been secured from the MP, District & 

County Councillors.  The application will be completed by the Clerk on behalf of BPC. 
 
0056. To consider the request for a hedgehog sign on the Haywards Heath Road 
 The request for hedgehog signage will be declined.  The need for hedgehog pathways 

between gardens was highlighted and social media will be used to flag up the issue. 
 
0057. Correspondence 
 M4 Silver Sunday grant information has gone to the 61 Club and will go to Age UK 
 M6 MSDC Community Awards should go to Rob McIntyre and Oli Saunders  
 M9 MSDC Play Days to be advertised on social media and village website 
 M8 Canvasser jobs already advertised on Facebook 
  
0058. Exchange of Information  
 CM had spoken to Gemma at Balcombe Stores: she has concerns about loss of business if 

the Haywards Heath Road is closed for the construction of a roundabout.   All need to be 
encouraged to support the shop as a local amenity that we wouldn’t want to lose.    

 Judging for the Parishes in Bloom competition will now take place 24 July. 
 Councillors to let the Clerk know their holiday commitments  
 VE Commemorations will take place in 2020 and the May Bank Holiday will be moved 

from 4 May to Friday 8 May to mark the 75th Anniversary.   Another village has put blue 
plaques on all the houses inhabited by the people who served listed on war memorials. 

 NG will doodle August availability for a Council social. 
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.40 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 18 
SEPTEMBER 2019 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 18 September 2019 


