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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 10 MAY  2018 
AT 7.30 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL, BRAMBLE HILL 

 
Present:  The Parish Council Chairman, Charles Metcalfe (CM), Parish Councillors, the Parish Clerk, 
Rosemary Robertson plus members of the public: a total of 37 people  
 
1.    Apologies for Absence 

Received from Cllrs Gould, Greenwood and Whybrow, plus Sheila Illsey. 

 
2.    To approve the minutes Annual Parish Meeting held on 24 April 2017 (circulated) 
 The Minutes were signed as a true record of the last Parish Meeting. 
 
3.    Chairman’s Report  

The District Plan Planning Inspector has imposed 79 houses on Balcombe instead of the 42 
dwellings envisaged in our Neighbourhood Plan. 
CM spoke about Lower Stumble where Cuadrilla has been granted permission to Flow Test the 
well, despite 2,700 objections.  Angus Energy has bought a 25 % interest in the Licence and 
intends to become the Operator when it has been granted status by the Oil & Gas Authority. 
Cuadrilla/Angus are committed to drill another well in the area by 2021.  
CM welcomed Mark Whybrow and Jackie Emery as new Councillors, they were co-opted 
during the course of the year, replacing Mat Record and Neil Lindsay-Stewart. He thanked both 
Mat and Neil for their work. 
The Half Moon reopened in August 2017 as a community owned pub under the management of 
publican Nick Madgett.   Food is excellent, and there is a gloriously varied array of delicious 
ales, gins and wines, and a warm welcome. 
Trains: The dispute between Southern and ASLEF (train drivers) was finally resolved in 
November 2017, which had made commuting very difficult for Balcombe residents.  
Balcombe Clubs & Societies:  Towards the end of November 2017, the Victory Players mounted 
a very successful production of ‘The Railway Children’.    The History Society and Gardeners’ 
Association continue to run popular events, and other clubs and societies flourish. Sadly, the 
Flower Club and Stoolball Club ceased to operate.  
The Reverend Desmond Burton retired in September 2017, after many years as St. Mary’s vicar 
both Pennie and Desmond are much missed. 
CM thanked Rosemary Robertson the Parish Clerk, for the immense amount of work she has 
done this year, the Ranger Mike Talman (who has retired) and councillors for all their hard work 
to keep Balcombe such a friendly and beautiful village. 
 

4. Update on the District Plan and Neighbourhood Planning (NP) 
 A map of sites was on display showing the sites allocated by Mid Sussex District Council 

(MSDC) within the SHELAA (Strategic Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment) as 
a result of a call for sites from landowners.    These sites had been rejected in our 
Neighbourhood Plan but had been shortlisted.   MSDC will be analyzing the sites this year and 
will likely go out to public consultation in June/July 2019.  They have assured Balcombe Parish 
Council (PC) that they will talk to parishes: BPC will consult with villagers.   Residents queried 
the number of houses on the plots and the locations, the criteria that were used to establish need, 
plus the provision of suitable infrastructure; they also wanted to see dialogue with the 
landowners.   Councillor Stevenson indicated that Balcombe had been lucky compared to other 
villages.   She also mentioned the new policy DP6 which allows developments of up to 9 houses 
on the edge of a village as long as they touch the built-up boundary: this could be very 
damaging, especially because of our status in the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
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5. Update on drilling/flow testing at Lower Stumble  
 Cllr Taylor spoke about the permission to flow test the well at Lower Stumble which was 

granted in January 2018.    The Environment Agency is currently consulting on the 
environmental permit application from Cuadrilla, deadline 5 June 2018.  BPC are currently 
working on a response. Angus Energy has yet to be granted Operator status by the Oil & Gas 
Authority.     There was a question about a South East Water Consultation but this was not 
thought to be relevant; BPC would submit comments to South East Water for a specific oil 
application.  Liability and insurance cover should Cuadrilla or Angus fold was queried; this 
information rests with the landowner because it would revert to the freeholder.   Comments were 
made about toxic chemicals, health issues, smells and emergency plans for blow-outs and BPC 
was asked to find out what plans were in place.   A resident also talked about multiple sites in 
the area in the future and a commitment from Cuadrilla to drill a second well by 2021.  The BPC 
Energy Group is meeting to discuss these and other issues. 

 
6. Update on Traffic issues affecting the village and possible solutions 
 Cllr Whybrow was securing quotes from Consultants to look at the village centre in terms 

of pedestrian safety.  With the absence of fatalities the work would need to be financed by 
BPC.   In the past proposals had costed work at over £150,000. BPC will be using the Speed 
Indication Device on a rota system when a new one is purchased by WSCC.  There was a 
request for BPC to spend money wisely and a query on whether we would have access to 
CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) funds from Penland Green in Haywards Heath. 

 
7. The New Rail Timetable 
 Cllr Flint informed residents that in reaction to pressure the rail planners have introduced a 

0723 Victoria bound service from Balcombe until December 2018 when we will get a 
scheduled 0726 train.  This was after the service was cut to one an hour.  Thanks to the 
Brighton Commuter Group for exerting pressure.   He highlighted the need for Balcombe 
commuters to make themselves heard by reacting to consultations and writing in if services 
are threatened. 

 
8. Financial Report for Year 2017/18 ending 31 March 2018 

Figures have been circulated in the Annual Report.   At the Year End bank balances stood at 
£103,085.   Reserves have been accumulating to pay for projected traffic calming and to support 
the Victory Hall roofing projects.   For this reason the Precept has also been increased from 
£60,000 to £66,000.    CM highlighted the need for villagers to come forward to sit on the 
Victory Hall Committee which will be particularly relevant in this WW1 Centenary Year. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05 pm.  

 
 
Signed………………………………… 

 
 Date…………………………………… 

 

 

Ron Marsh then gave an informative talk about Recycling on behalf of West Sussex District 
Council. 


