
 

Page 1 of 4        BPC Minutes 10 April 2019 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 10 APRIL 2019 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), 
Max Preston Bell (MPB), Alison Stevenson (AS), Sue Taylor (ST) and Mark Whybrow (MW) 
Cllr Charles Metcalfe (CM) arrived late during Item 10 (0938)    
Vice Chair Cllr Gould chaired for the duration of the meeting 
In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
0930. Public Participation 
 An Ashdown neighbour spoke about the overbearing nature of the house proposed at 

Ashdown, Jobes.   The new plan is similar to the existing with height of roof and 
distance to boundary still an issue.  He agreed that the plot needed a new dwelling but 
something in keeping with its size which would not obscure light and be overkill. 

 Another neighbour objected to the Ashdown application suggested that the current 
application was invalid with erroneous information and documentation missing.   The 
house would overlook their property and be detrimental to their privacy. 

 A neighbour at the Briars acknowledged a slight difference within the new application 
with the addition of a gable but all their previous objections still stand. 

    
0931. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest  
 Cllr SG declared a prejudicial interest in Item 7 Planning (0935) (16 homes Haywards 

Heath Road, Mill Lane) and a pecuniary interest in Item 10 Energy (0938) (Lower 
Stumble).  Cllrs MF & ST declared a personal interest in Item 10 (0938) as members of 
Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.   Cllr CD declared a prejudicial interest 
in Item 7 (0935) Planning (Forest Farm) and a personal interest in (0935) (Zenda).  Cllr 
AS declared a personal interest in Item 7 (0935) (1 Troymede). 
 

0932. Apologies for absence  
 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Greer (LG) and Emery (JE). 
 
0933. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20 March 2019 
 The Minutes of the Meeting held on 20 March 2019 were signed as a true record  
 
0934.   Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
  The following applications were all granted:- 
 0869  DM/18/4725 Land East of Crawley Lane 
 0904  DM/19/0488 Laureldene, Deanland Road 
 The following applications were refused:- 
 0919  DM/19/0396 Little Smeads, HH Rd and DM/19/0573 and 0586 Bagpiths, HH Rd 
  0921  The noticeboards are now up and look fantastic, thanks to CD and NG plus Pete 

and Dave who installed them free of charge.  It was reported that walkers used them 
whilst they were being installed. 

 0926  MSDC permission for the bench in the Recreation Ground still being sought.  It 
was suggested that the old rustic bench be gifted to the Cricket Club. 

 0928   Thanks were extended to the Gardening Association volunteer who has agreed to 
liaise on Parishes in Bloom.   The date will be flagged up in the Parish Magazine. 

 0928   The application for tree work on the Green is still progressing.  
 Rubbish Freighter Sunday 19 May, litter picking initiative 13 – 20 May 
 0924  RR will chase the Environment Agency on an answer to the earthquake query. 
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0935.    Planning - to consider the following applications    
 DM/19/1062 Ashdown, Jobes - Demolition of existing bungalow and its replacement 
with a new detached three bedroom dwelling with integral garage – we object still 
believing that this is an overdevelopment of the plot and overbearing.   The plot lends 
itself to a smaller dwelling of a type sought after in our made Neighbourhood 
Plan.   What is proposed is too close to the boundary and seems reliant on screening 
which is within a neighbour's garden.  Particular attention should be paid to the trees on 
the boundary and within the plot because it seems evident that three trees have their 
root protection areas under the proposed property. 
Cllr Dutton exited from the meeting during discussion on Forest Farm.  
DM/19/1074 Forest Farm, Paddockhurst Lane - Conversion of existing redundant old 
granary building into a 1 bedroom residential dwelling – No objection but the external 
fenestration and doors are uninspiring and the conversion lacks imagination. 
DM/19/1043 Zenda & the Gables, Oldlands - 4 Lime Trees Pollard – No objection  
AP/0019  1 Troymede, - Appeal no opportunity to comment - Replace cement tiles 
at front of house with wood cladding etc – Previous comments stand so no action. 
Cllr Greenwood exited from the meeting during discussion on Meadow 
Terrace and Land East of HH Road. 
DM/19/0344 1- 3 Meadow Terrace, Mill Lane - Creation of 5 parking spaces to the 
front – We wholeheartedly support this application 
DM/19/4541 Land East of HH Road - Residential development of 16 dwellings 
(4x2 bed, 7x3 bed, 5x4 bed) with associated roads, landscaping and attenuation 
basin (amended drawings and documents received 28th March – Previous 
comments stand and it was noted that there would be no traffic calming with this 
scheme.  Our concerns about access through the estate and crossing safely to exit 
are still paramount.   The design of the houses is not attractive and there are 
anomalies with driveways not allowing for turning and parking behind, not in 
front, of garages which seems odd.   Questions need to be raised about the drainage 
swale proposed.  Infrastructure levies have been allocated to the Victory Hall and 
Skateboard Park and not Traffic Calming which is concerning. 

 
0936. Planning – to consider late applications received after publication of Agenda 
 DM/19/0643 Land Adjacent to the Briars - Proposed erection of a 4 bedroom detached 

dwelling, with car parking to site frontage and access via Stockcroft Road. AMENDED 
PLANS received 2/4/19 providing a gable to the front elevation – we note the addition 
of the gable which does improve the look of the house, but this does not address 
previous concerns that the house proposed is overbearing for the immediate neighbour 
and an over development of the plot. We object to this application and also believe that 
the drawings supplied are misleading. 

 DM/19/1225 The Green opposite Balcombe Primary School, London Road – T1 Scots 
Pine - Remove lowest limb facing north and reduce smaller branches within crown 
back to the branch bark ridge. T2 Oak - Reduce north-west lower limb by up to 2m.  

 T3 Oak - Remove Holly and Ivy. T4 Lime - Remove epicormic growth at tree base. T6 
Weeping Willow - Remove west limb from a central forked branch union – No objection 

 
0937. Financial:  
 a) March Cash Book Receipts & Payments were circulated and noted      
 b) To consider the findings of the Finance Sub Committee/Internal Auditor and approve 

the Annual Governance Statement – The Internal Auditor and Finance Sub Committee 
had reported favourably and Councillors approved the Annual Governance Statement. 
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0938.  Reports from Groups  
 Neighbourhood Plan & Planning – BPC have met with Sally Blomfield at MSDC 

who believed that the original Rectory plan was an overdevelopment, citing our 
Neighbourhood Plan (NP) Design Guide as justification.   They had suggested to the 
developer that fewer houses further apart would retain the view.   BPC reiterated 
concerns that MSDC had run roughshod over our NP which had village agreement.   
We have been allocated more houses in total and would need to find other sites for 
these which may have a more significant impact than a denser development at the 
Rectory.  It was also noted that the Rectory proposal had given no detail about a 
potential car park and MSDC were reluctant to get involved with infrastructure funding 
or direct support. It appeared that Traffic Calming was also being side-lined for funding 
in favour of the Victory Hall and the School.  A meeting with Councillor Gary Marsh 
would be instigated and further action taken with a letter and investigation into CIL 
access.  

 Youth, Recreation & Wellbeing – LOCUS Youth Club numbers still healthy and the 
next 6 months had been planned.   More parental engagement was sought. 

  Access & Rural - Fly tipping Paddockhurst Lane  
 Traffic – A meeting with Project Centre/Richard Speller is scheduled to review initial 

findings and possible solutions for village centre improvement.  Uncovered HGVs at 
Threads are a problem (dirt on road etc) 

  

 Cllr Greenwood left the meeting during the Energy report 
 

 Energy – Ineos has lost a landmark legal battle which means that campaigners will be 
able to resume “slow-walk” protests on the highways. It is expected that there will be 
further appeals against injunctions granted to UKOG, Cuadrilla, Angus Energy and 
IGas.   Angus Energy has started work on isolating the water ingress at Brockham. 

 Community Assets, VHMC & St. Mary’s Trust  – The VHMC are waiting for floor 
quotes and community lottery funding has been applied for.   They are looking at 
improving wheelchair access in the foyer.   The Gym Project at the Club has proved 
contentious (snooker players object) but no other option has come forward.   It will not 
go ahead if members do not back it. CM will reply to a disgruntled snooker player. 

  Public Transport – MF will try to get an idea of numbers requiring disabled access 
and experience of other rural stations.    

 Business & Commercial – the Game Shop at Bowders is progressing 
 Infrastructure Funding – there is a need to make firm representation 
  Security and Finance – SG noted that it is often garden sheds and patio windows that 

are vulnerable so RR will note this in the Parish Magazine. 
 
0939. Balcombe Parish Council new Councillors and Uncontested Election Status 
 The election is uncontested, 11 people stood for 11 positions.   Cllrs Dutton, Flint, 

Greer and Whybrow are stepping down and were thanked for their efforts.  New 
Councillors are Henry Le Fleming, Jon Millbanks, Malcolm Kenward and Lloyd 
Thompsett.   All Councillors will be asked to produce a small piece on themselves for 
the June Parish Magazine, after Purdah.   MW will set up zoho accounts and 
information about groups will be sent. 

 
0940. Preliminary discussions on the Parish Council stall at the Balcombe Fete 13 July 
 It was suggested a display of local walks be organised and the scarecrow competition 

continue.   Set up SG, MF?   Attendees ST, AS?   This will be revisited when the new 
councillors come on board. 
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0941. To decide whether to continue our membership of SSALC (£467.04)  
 In view of the need for new councillor training it was resolved to continue membership 

this year but to review next year.   AIRS may be a better vehicle for advice.  We will 
ask SSALC to reinstate the clerks’ information gathering service by forwarding emails. 

 
0942. Correspondence 
 O5 Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day to be forwarded to the Xmas Tree Society. 
 O11 AIRS grant information forwarded to Victory Hall 
 O4 Gatwick dates to be shared with new Councillors 
 
0943. Exchange of Information  
 The Xmas Tree Society has challenged the Fete Committee to a Bowls match. 
 RR will arrange a date for a Councillor leavers/joiners drinks reception. 
 Grass cutting at the Green has been done but is being monitored. 
 

 The Clerk left the room. 
 

0944. To decide whether to increase the Clerk’s salary to Pay Scale 26 
 It was resolved to increase the Clerk’s salary with effect from April 2019, the last 

review being 2016, and to backdate inflationary increases from 2017.  
 
There being no further business the Vice Chairman closed the meeting at 10.18 pm.   
 

THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE THE ANNUAL MEETING ON 
WEDNESDAY 15 MAY 2019 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 15 May 2019 
 


