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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 20 MARCH 2019 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Jackie Emery (JE), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), 
Lisa Greer (LG), Charles Metcalfe (CM), and Sue Taylor (ST)  
Cllr Max Preston Bell (MPB) arrived late during Item 8 (0919) (No Declarations) 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
0914. Public Participation 
 A neighbour of the Briars spoke about the inappropriate size of the house proposed 

which would be overbearing and would take their light.   He acknowledged that the 
applicant had made changes to the application but these were only marginally better; 
the developer had not followed the Planning Officer’s advice.   He highlighted another 
neighbour’s concern about a tree and hedging and questioned the accuracy of the Light 
Survey which had been commissioned. 

 A resident suggested that village organisations could share web space to save costs.  
The Parish Council supported this idea in principle and MK will investigate further. 

    
0915. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest  
 Cllrs JE, LG, CM & ST declared a personal interest in Item 10 (0921) as members of 

Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.  Cllr SG declared a personal interest in 
Item 7 Planning (0919) (White House friendship) and a pecuniary interest in Item 10 
Energy (0921) (Lower Stumble). 
 

0916. Apologies for absence  
 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Flint, Stevenson and Whybrow. 
 
0917. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 February 2019 
 The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 February 2019 were signed as a true record  
 
0918.   Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
 The invoice had been received from SSALC and RR questioned the continuing 

membership of WSALC (£467.04).   This will be on the Agenda in April. 
 Annual Parish Meeting scheduled 22 May (Pete Dommett from the Police would talk) 
 The following applications were all granted:- 
 0815  DM/18/3540 Cobo, Deanland Road  
 0904  DM/19/0192 Hollow How, Stockcroft Rd: DM/19/0319 The Croft, Stockcroft Rd  
 The Victory Hall MC had agreed to the siting of one of the noticeboards in front of it. 
 Alley Green grass cutting is being monitored with MSDC hopefully on board. 
 In response to a recent legal case there is a need to regularly inspect the trees that the 

Council own on the Green.   Balcombe Estate have carried out a free survey this year 
with a written report and RR is getting quotes for remedial work c£1200.  

 
0919.    Planning - to consider the following applications   
  DM/19/0573 & DM/19/0586 Bagpiths Cottage, HH Road - Demolition of existing shed 

and rear extension… part two storey extension. Erection of new shed at rear of 
property (plus Listed Building Consent) - an inappropriate design for a listed building 
in a conservation area, we concur with the Conservation Officer.  

 DM/19/0550 Barns North Of White House Brantridge Lane - Demolition of existing 
barns and provision of two new 3-bedroom dwellings- No objection but we feel that the 
character of the houses proposed is not particularly suitable for the rural setting. 
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 DM/19/0643 Land adjacent to the Briars, Stockcroft Road - Proposed erection of a 4 
bedroom detached dwelling, with car parking to site frontage, access via Stockcroft – 
We recognise the improvements made but still believe that the proposed house is 
overbearing for the immediate neighbour and an over development of the site.  We 
would also highlight the fact that within our Neighbourhood Plan we identified the 
need for 2/3 bedroom houses and not 4 bedroomed homes.   We also note the concern 
of another neighbour about the loss of a conical cedar. 

 DM/19/0845 Rosebay, Deanland Road - (T1) Maple – Fell – No objection in principle 
– we defer to the Tree Officer 

 DM/19/0912 1 New England Cottages, Redbridge Lane - Erection of a 6m x 5m 
summerhouse in rear garden.  This is an application to establish whether the 
development is lawful.  This will be a legal decision where the planning merits of the 
proposed use cannot be taken into account – No comment 

 
0920. Financial: February Cash Book Receipts & Payments plus 18-19 Budget 
 February figures were circulated and noted.   Next year’s budget was reviewed.   
 Councillors agreed that Neighbourhood Plan should set aside just £1000, the Clerk’s 
 salary should be reviewed and Election expenses are estimated by MSDC to be £1,700. 
 
0921.  Reports from Groups  
 Neighbourhood Plan & Planning – A meeting is scheduled with MSDC Re Rectory 

Gardens, the NP Group will meet in advance.   RR will email MSDC to ask if it is 
appropriate for the developer to be there too. 

 Youth, Recreation & Wellbeing – Youth - new volunteer helper is needed at LOCUS.   
Doctor - It was noted that with the increase in new housing the practice is stretched 
even with a full quota of doctors. 

  Traffic – A meeting with Project Centre/Richard Speller is scheduled to review initial 
findings and possible solutions. 

 

 Cllr Greenwood left the meeting during the Energy report 
 

 Energy – Angus have published their Annual Report; Vonk has been replaced by 
George Lucas, their revenue was £66,000 with a £2.8 m loss.   £4.2m was raised from 
share issue.   Although the Balcombe operation is suspended Angus are preparing a 
planning application (which will have to be approved by Cuadrilla), for long term 
production testing for a minimum of 100 days and then a further 24 months.  They 
believe the Water found in the well was left by Cuadrilla.   Brockham has also 
suspended activity because of water.   

 Community Assets, VHMC & St. Mary’s Trust  – the Pavilion will need remedial 
work because of rotten soffits and door frames in the new financial year. 

  Public Transport – A resident has asked BPC to pursue disabled access at the station.   
It was reported that the rail companies do offer a taxi service for the registered disabled. 
The Rocks Lane track was viewed as a possible solution: it was agreed to pursue this. 

 Access & Rural – the noticeboards will be delivered shortly and the Victory Hall has 
given permission to host one.   It is hoped that volunteers will install them.   The 
footpath inspection will be undertaken in April.  

  Security and Finance – A recent FB posting about a suspicious van has resulted in 
police action. 

 
0922. To discuss funding a Bluebird Bus  to Haywards Heath at a cost of £100 per week  
 It was agreed that this was cost prohibitive but could be considered at Christmas. 
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 Further research on numbers will be done and lift shares on the social media sites 
would be encouraged.   RR will also speak to Handcross Bus. 

 
0923. Whether to continue the £50/month Age UK subsidy for the Community Club  
 Our present subsidy ends mid-April.   It was resolved to award Age UK another three 

months of subsidy when this comes to an end. 
 
0924. To consider the earthquake reported 27 February and implications for Balcombe 
 BPC believe that the earthquake (3.1) was too far away to have implications for the 

well at Balcombe but RR will write to the Environment Agency.   
 
0925. To consider funding 2 Rubbish Freighters at a cost of c£332.97 plus VAT/inflation 
 It was resolved to fund the Freighters, provisionally booked for 19 May & 20 October.  

The Victory Hall (VH) has been notified.  The VH do not want a clothing bank in the 
car park.  The church layby as an alternative would be too open to vandalism.  

 
0926. To agree a position for the third bench donated by BAM Nuttall (Network Rail) 
 It was agreed to position the third bench in the Recreation Ground by the path.   The 

necessary permissions will be sought from MSDC and the resident affected.   Cllr 
Taylor expressed disapproval that a Councillor’s husband had been employed to fit the 
others but RR had sought legal advice from MSDC and had been assured that for small 
value jobs this was acceptable. 

 
0927. To agree to buy 4 LED lights to hold in stock for future conversions (cost c£1410) 
 It was resolved to order these lights.   The station lights are now very bright and it was 

agreed to try to get these modified late at night.  
 
0928. Correspondence 
 O4 Parishes in Bloom – the Garden Guerrillas have agreed to liaise with the judges 
 O2 Tree inspection – this was provided free of charge but will be charged for in 
  subsequent years.   Quotes for tree work are currently being secured. 
 O9 CCTV rapid response started at £2,600 
 
0929. Exchange of Information 
 This was Cllr Greer’s last meeting because she would not stand again and would not be 

at the April meeting.   The Chairman thanked her and wished her well. 
 Voters need to take poll cards when they vote in May. 
 There have been discussions on the Bike Pump Track but an organisation to take 

ownership of the project is needed to move it forward for legal reasons/upkeep etc 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.20 pm.   
 

THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDA Y10 APRIL 2019 AT 
8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 10 April 2019 
 


