
 

Page 1 of 4        BPC Minutes 12 December 2018 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 12 DECEMBER 2018 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Jackie Emery (JE), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), 
Lisa Greer (LG), Charles Metcalfe (CM), Max Preston Bell (MPB), Alison Stevenson (AS), 
Sue Taylor (ST) and Mark Whybrow (MW). 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
0864. Public Participation 
 A neighbour at Ashdown, Jobes said that a new dwelling was needed but felt that the 

proposed house was overbearing and not in keeping.   It would make his house look 
like a “matchbox” and should be much lower.  It was also very close to his boundary.  

 A neighbour at Ashdown, Jobes reiterated comments that the planned house would be 
an over development of the plot and would overlook his property. 

  
0865. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest 
 Cllrs JE, LG, CM & ST declared a personal interest in Item 18 (0879) as members of 

Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.  Cllr CD declared a personal interest in 
Item 7 Planning (0869) (Land Parcel Crawley Lane).  Cllr CM declared a personal 
interest in Item 7 Planning (0869) (neighbour 5 Newlands).  Cllr JE declared a personal 
interest in (0869) Planning 1 Beech House (neighbour).   Cllr SG declared a prejudicial 
interest as owner in Items 18 (0879) (Energy), Item 7 (0869) HH Road houses and Item 
14 (0875) Bike Pump Track but was granted dispensation to stay in the room because 
there would be no discussion.  Cllr MW declared a personal interest in Item 15 (0878). 
 

0866. Apologies for absence  
 Apologies had been received from Martin Flint (MF). 
 
0867. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 21 November 2018 
 The Minutes of the Meeting held on 21 November 2018 were signed as a true record  
 
0868.   Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
  The following planning applications have been granted:-  

 0831 DM/18/4004 109 Jobes 
 0852 - DM/18/4299 Halings, Redbridge Road: DM/18/4483 The Larches, 

Deanland Road  
0852 Despite BPC’s lack of objection DM/18/4033 1 Troymede was refused.  
0831 DM/18/2974 Land Adjacent to the Briars, Stockcroft Road – application 
withdrawn  
The Rubbish Freighter Sunday 2 December was well supported. 
Poppies and signage have now been taken down and will go to Johnny Dunford.   
Nearly all the money has been collected and £866 will go to the Royal British Legion.  
CM to write a letter of thanks to Julie and Luna. 
RR has been applying for funding for a Balcombe SID (Speed Indication Device) 
through the Spacehive system.  Bank details have been requested and RR will 
investigate the third party company involved before releasing these. 
A resident has suggested a BPC litter picking initiative and RR has been in contact with 
MSDC who will loan equipment.    Three sessions in the year will be booked where 
residents (including children) can get involved.   This will be advertised in the Parish 
Magazine and on FB.  
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0869. Planning - to consider the following applications 
 DM/18/4390 Ashdown, Jobes  – Demolition of existing bungalow and its 
replacement with new cottage style 4 bedroom, 2 storey dwelling – BPC object to 
this application believing that the planned house is an over-development of the plot 
and would be overbearing for neighbours. It is certainly not a "cottage style" and 
takes up the majority of the garden.   The site plans supplied were inaccurate. 
DM/18/4541 East of HH Road - Erection of 16 dwellings/associated development – 
Comments noted in November and a Meeting has been scheduled with MSDC to 
discuss BPC feedback.  
 DM/18/3956 3 Waterworks Cottages, Redbridge Lane - Single storey pent roofed 
log cabin for use as a garden room and for garden storage – No objection 
 DM/18/4725 Land East of Crawley Lane - Full planning permission for the 
erection of a 366sqm GFA agricultural building, associated hardstanding, along 
with retrospective permission for partial removal and alterations to an access 
track – Whilst we welcome the repositioning of the barn we still believe that it is 
too large for its intended purpose and in order to minimise its impact within the 
AONB we would want it to lie parallel to Crawley Lane and not at right-angles.   
We reiterate that we would want to see restricted permitted rights to preclude any 
non-agricultural activities. 
DM/18/4669 5 Newlands - Two 2 storey extension and single-storey – No objection 
 DM/18/4766 South Lodge, Paddockhurst Lane - Installation of new window and 
rooflight to East facing elevation – No objection 
 DM/18/4646 Beech House, Deanland Road - Copper Beech - overall crown reduce 
by 2 metres back to previous pruning points – No objection 

 
0870. Financial: November Cash Book Receipts & Payments 
 November figures were circulated and noted.   Poppy money in and out was also 

highlighted.    MF would be asked to look at how BPC was performing against budget 
and all Working Group Leaders were asked to formulate their budget figures for 
2019/20.   The Precept would be set in January. 

 
0871. Information on Balcombe Cricket Club licensing application 
 The Cricket Club are required to extend their licence to cover the larger area now 

available since the extension was complete.   They have also applied to extend their 
opening hours at the suggestion of the authority to save having to specifically extend 
for cricket week. The planning consent already prevents outside drinking beyond 
11.30pm.   BPC have been approached by a concerned neighbour worried about noise 
implications.   It was agreed that BPC will write to the Cricket Club to ask that they 
comply fully with the conditions and stating that we would review after a year. 

 
0872. To discuss the 2019 Local Election timetable and gauge interest for the new term 
 A core group of Councillors are interested in staying on and some are undecided. 
 
0873. To consider a response to the Gatwick Airport Consultation  
 It was resolved that CM would draft and circulate a response to the Gatwick expansion 

plans highlighting BPC’s concern about infrastructure, especially traffic implications.   
 
0874. To discuss the retention of the station phone box or sale thereof 
 Residents will be invited to take on the box renovation project and if no one comes 

forward before the deadline we will sell it (as long as it is not to a BT competitor). 
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0875. To hear more information about land suitability for a Balcombe bike pump track  
 Discussions will progress over Christmas. 
 
0876. To agree to finance a one-off extended Parish Magazine print run in January to go 

to all households at an estimated cost of below £250 
 This idea was prompted by the need to promote the new Age UK club to every 

vulnerable person in the village, hence an extended print run so that every household 
receives a Magazine.   The opportunity would also allow promotion of the fact that the 
Magazine is not just for the church and, by enclosing a subscription form, we will 
hopefully increase circulation providing more valuable revenue for the church.  Agreed.   

 
0877. To agree to sponsor the new Age UK Monday sessions at a cost of £50 per month 
 It was agreed that this is a brilliant initiative and should have Parish Council support 

and so funding of £150 towards the room rental for the first 12 weeks was agreed.  
 
0878. To decide on the level of support for the Balcombe Club Gym project 
 Councillors were broadly in agreement that BPC should support this initiative which 

would benefit the Club and promote wellbeing in the village.   A formal application for 
funds would be forthcoming in January. 

 
0879.  Reports from Groups  
 Neighbourhood Plan & Planning – A meeting with MSDC Cllr Gary Marsh and 

MSDC will be set up in January. 
 Youth, Recreation & Wellbeing – Locus Youth numbers are growing and it is 

operating with volunteers because no one applied for the paid role.   
 There are no plans to change Balcombe surgery hours but staff recruitment is always an 

issue.   Parking problems at Handcross surgery have been reported and residents should 
write to WSCC Cllr Bill Acraman who is trying to take action. 

  Traffic – BPC has commissioned the Project Centre whose team have a 
complementary mix of landscape architecture and traffic management expertise.  An 
interim payment of £8,000 will be made and an initial programme/timetable produced 
in the New Year.  Village centre car park issues need to be resolved. 

 Energy –There has been no activity at Lower Stumble.  Angus/Igas are applying for an 
injunction to stop protestors at their sites.  There has been a report on seismic events at 
Newdigate; most experts said that this was unrelated to oil exploration.   At Brockham 
the EA have imposed additional controls and Angus is no longer allowed to use any 
acid at the site.   Cuadrilla’s fracking in Lancashire has been suspended because of 
seismic events.   Some Councillors questioned the relevance of this report to Balcombe. 

 Community Assets, VHMC & St. Mary’s Trust  – Bramble Hall window frames will 
be painted and hopefully a contribution from the URC will be forthcoming.  

 Public Transport – The 7.19 am service was due to be reinstated but this has not 
happened, the 7.23 am does not serve London Bridge.  Standing room only on trains. 

 Business & Commercial – NG suggested that the banners advertising Balcombe 
businesses be reinstated when the Haywards Heath Road closure takes place.  

  Security and Finance - there have been a spate of attempted burglaries, the police are 
involved. 

 
0880. Correspondence 
  W1 WSCC funding information has been circulated 
 M10   Retailer Training is available – RR to publicise 
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 O10 The proposed Warden Park Admissions Policy changes are detrimental to 
Balcombe School children – RR to draft a letter of complaint to the Warden Park 
governors/Jeremy Quin stressing how damaging this could be for rural communities 
challenging the concept of universal free education. 

 
0881. Exchange of Information 
 Carols Around the Tree on Saturday 15 December. 
 Carol Service in St. Mary’s Sunday 16 December 
 There is a new vicar, Keith Richards, who will be inducted 18 February 2019.  
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.20 pm.   
 

THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDA Y 16 JANUARY 2019 
AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 16 January 2019 


