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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2018 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Jackie Emery (JE), Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), Charles Metcalfe (CM), 
Max Preston Bell (MPB), Alison Stevenson (AS), Sue Taylor (ST) and Mark Whybrow (MW) 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
0809. Public Participation 
 A resident drew attention to a Financial Times article about 20 MPs who were prepared 

to destroy the government’s majority if shale gas exploration was allowed to go ahead 
without planning permission. 

 A resident asked if the Council were going to be undertaking independent monitoring 
of air, water and noise at Lower Stumble.   CM - Past experience has suggested that this 
would be difficult to do.  Angus was proposing to model the likely emissions from the 
flare.  AS said in 2013 BPC had considered monitoring and had approached a 
consultancy but the EA conducted this on our behalf.   ST was currently in discussions 
with the Environment Agency (EA) about monitoring. 

 A resident asked that air quality within the village be measured and this should be done 
as soon as possible to get base line data. 

 A resident said that air monitoring had to be done in several places and in 2013 the 
equipment had been thrown away so there was no data.   She did not believe that Angus 
would tell the truth and she did not trust the EA. 

 A resident mentioned benzene emissions from Singleton.  
 NG said that these would be questions for the Community Liaison Group and many of 

these issues had been covered in the original planning documents.   MPB said that 
perimeter monitoring was also being done.   ST had researched an infra-red monitoring 
system which would cost £3,000 a day and had difficulty getting quotes from other 
companies.  BPC will consider employing a Consultant. 

 The Cobo owner made representation on his garage plans which had introduced a small 
amendment in shape although the size of the footprint had remained the same. 

 A young resident talked passionately about the desire to get a bike pump track in the 
village which would provide activity and recreation for all ages. 

 
0810. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest 

 Cllrs Emery, Flint, Metcalfe and Taylor declared a personal interest in Item 13 (0821) 
Lower Stumble as members of Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.   AS 
declared a personal interest in Item 7 Planning (0815) (neighbour Glenmore).   CM, MF 
and MW declared a personal interest in Item 7 Planning (0815) (Cobo friendship).   ST 
declared a personal interest in Item 7 Planning (0815) (Oldland friendship). 
 

0811. Apologies for absence  
 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Dutton, Greenwood and Greer. 
 
0812. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 6 June 2018 
 The Minutes of the Meetings on 18, 30 July and 17 September 2018 were signed as a 

true record with one minor amendment – spelling error. 
 
0813.   Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
 0799  SG had spoken with the sledging field landowners and ascertained that they had 

resubmitted the statutory declaration concerning the footpaths across their fields.    
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 They had no intention of altering the current practice of allowing use of the footpath 
across the sledging field.     

 0800 AONB Consultation – SG had reviewed the consultation which is the fourth 
edition of a 5 year plan and builds on previous plans and had found nothing to object to. 

 0588 AP/18/0055 Land Parcel At Crawley Lane has gone to appeal: MSDC 
Councillor Gary Marsh will monitor progress. 

 The following planning applications have been granted:-  
 0795 DM/18/2663 Kilrowan, DM/18/2680 Little Smeads, DM/18/2423 Stumlet, 

Oldlands Ave, DM/18/2476 Balcombe House, DM/18/2659 41 Newlands, DM/18/2876 
Pemby, Oldlands Ave. 

 0805 DM/18/3048 Midwicket, DM/18/2948 3/4 St.James Cottages, DM/18/2928 5 
Bramblemead, DM/18/2962 The White House, Brantridge Lane 

 0779 DM/18/1682 Little Smeads  
 Other planning matters DM/18/2794 - Glebe Cottage was granted listed building 

consent.  DM/18/3618 - 23 Combers application was withdrawn 
 
0814. To consider a request for a BMX track in Balcombe 
 There was confusion about what was requested so this will be clarified at a future 

meeting and more information will be forthcoming about cost and size. 
 
0815. Planning - to consider the following applications 
 DM/18/3540  Cobo, Deanland Road – Replacement garage – No objection 
 DM/18/2951 Rivendell, 7 Combers - Single story rear extension – No objection 
 DM/18/3671 Oldland, Oldlands Ave - Single storey swimming pool, plant room and 

hobbies room extension to main house with associated alterations – No objection 
  DM/18/3343 Balcombe House, London Road - Proposed carport and shed within the 

grounds of the new Dower House – No objection 
 DM/18/3172 Glenmore, Deanland Road - Proposed extension of the existing shed to 

form an L shape shed to the north side of the property and partly along the shared 
boundary with Troy Cottage – No objection but we would urge sufficient consideration 
be made to water run-off with adequate gutters, and that the owners maintain the 
integrity of the boundary between the two properties. 

 DM/18/3420 15 Newlands - Remove existing conservatory and erect a single storey 
rear extension together with a single storey front porch extension – No objection
 DM/18/3651  Stockcroft, Stockcroft Rd - Sycamore – 3m crown reduction, Conifer – 
fell – No objection we defer to the Tree Officer  

 
0816. Planning – to consider late applications received after publication of Agenda  
 DM/18/1355 Dean Land Shaw, Jobes - Addition of an automated 5 bar gate to the 

existing development (Amended plans received 14/9/18) - Once again Balcombe Parish 
Council strongly object to this application: we do not want a gated community in the 
village. The Design Guide in our made Neighbourhood Plan encourages footways and 
open access within the village and encourages all new developments to have footways 
running through them. 

 
0817. Financial: July & August Cash Book Receipts & Payments 
 July and August figures were circulated and noted: they were standard months with the 

exception of the grant to Balcombe School for £4,441.  It was noted that the  rent for 
Bramble Hall was increasing from £583 to £625 per month from 1st October (£7,000 - 
£7,500). 
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0818. To agree the commissioning of Project Centre Ltd to prepare a report on options 
for improving traffic in the centre of Balcombe, at a cost of £19,900 

 ST proposed that BPC seek village validation for this project before going ahead in 
view of the high cost.   This was agreed: MW will draft a press release and we will 
defer the decision for a month. 

 
0819. To hear an update on the Church Poppy installation 
 The poppies have been installed and have been well received on social media.   Thanks 

were extended to Julie and Luna.   Julie has put out a press release.   Facebook posts 
and the October Parish Magazine will promote poppy sales, and further marketing will 
be postponed until after this to gauge whether a final push is needed. 

 
0820. To consider a request to pay for grass-cutting on the Green in the village centre 
 It was resolved that the first action should be to complain to MSDC.   If the problem is 

not resolved then Councillors resolved to pay for Alley Green to be cut at an 
approximate cost of £35 forthnightly.  

 
0821. Update on activity at Lower Stumble 
 The Angus Energy Community Liaison Group has now been properly constituted with 

four village representatives chosen: Helen Butcher, Louisa Delpy, Sally Dowsett and 
Isabel Gordon.  Cllrs NG, AS, MPB, ST and CM will be the pool of 5 Councillor 
Representatives.   RR will take notes.  A site visit has been offered and ST & CM will 
attend again with 10 other villagers who had expressed an interest - including the CLG 
members.    ST reported that most of the heavy equipment is now on site.   The 
radioactive waste permit has been transferred from Cuadrilla to Angus.   Balcombe 
Estate has transferred the lease to Angus.    Angus has successfully applied for a 
temporary injunction to prevent protestors from slowing traffic on the B2036, which 
will be reviewed 2 October.   ST is talking to the EA about air quality monitoring.   A 
deep, uncovered hole on the verge on the way to the site has been reported (sewer) and 
made safe.   Security guards at the site have moved people away from the gate and 
therefore stopped them from reading the injunction notices.    There has been traffic 
chaos with some deliveries missing the entrance and having to make unnecessary 
circular trips, appropriate signage is needed.  Access from the Haywards Heath Road 
has also been reported and will be investigated. 

 
0822. To convert a light in Oldlands to LED at an approximate cost of £352 
 The Oldlands light is now functioning so it was resolved to convert a light in Stockcroft 

Road which is not operational. 
 
0823. Reports from Groups  
 Youth, Recreation & Wellbeing – The Youth Worker has resigned but helpers will be 

covering the rota until Christmas when someone will be recruited.    The PCC offered 
to refund the resulting BPC over-payment but RR suggested that this be held for the 
new worker.    JE reported that the Balcombe Surgery has now replaced two doctors 
who had left.   They have also recruited a paramedic to run a triage scheme to assess 
people for same-day appointments (from 1 October).   Should the surgery be under 
pressure there was an overflow arrangement, “Improved Access,” with the Dolphins 
and Cuckfield surgeries – offering appointments 4.00 pm – 8.00 pm.   It was stressed 
again that when the surgery was shut teenagers had no access to confidential treatment. 

 Traffic – a meeting will be scheduled and a resident’s letter addressed. 
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 Energy Group – There had been discussion on the government consultation for 
permitted development on shale gas. On the earthquake issue a village expert would be 
invited to give advice.   Cuadrilla has been given permission to frack a second well in 
Lancashire.   At Leith Hill Michael Gove had instructed the Forestry Commission not 
to renew the Oil Licence to protect ancient woodland.  

 Community Assets, VHMC & St. Mary’s Trust  – VHMC members are meeting with 
Mid Sussex Voluntary Action to discuss funding.    Bramble Hall  windowsills need 
attention and it was agreed to go ahead with the cheapest of two quotes (Mark Dearmun 
£220).   British Gas conducted a free service and found a small hole in the flue - Mark 
Burke repaired this and then British Gas signed off.  Chris Pierpoint is doing PAT 
testing and repairing a faulty timer.  Pavilion – a broken fan will be repaired. 

 Public Transport – A new service has been introduced similar to the last.  The bus 
company requested hedge trimming to accommodate a double-decker - this has been 
done by landowners.  Train services unchanged; the new timetable starts 9 December. 

 Access & Rural – we have received notice that a bridleway is closed temporarily, RR 
will advertise.   There are Gas Works in the village: a leak on Haywards Heath Road 
and from 24 September three way signals on London Road for gas main replacement.  
MSDC had been trying to change the timing in view of Lower Stumble activity. 

 Security and Finance – Fly tipping in Back Lane and Mill Lane.  Burglars had been 
disturbed at Balcombe Saw Mill.  Nymans had lead stolen from the roof. 

 
0824. Correspondence 
 013   Only two companies would quote for unmetered supply.  RR has signed for 2 

  years with SSE the existing supplier who was the cheapest. 
 03 Community Led Housing Conference 19 October - MPB  
 022 A thank you letter had been received from Wendy Millbanks, Balcombe School 
 023 There had been a request for new playground equipment and a bolt on the gate – 

  this has been sent to MSDC. 
025 A resident had suggested using the station phone box for books – Karin Schulte 

 volunteered to explore this with Community Links who were looking at a book 
 project at the station  

 
0825. Exchange of Information 
 Community Links takes place in the Victory Hall on Friday 21 September with an 

update from the Victory Hall and Balcombe Club. 
 Northern Arc traffic meeting Monday 24 September – NG to attend. 
 
   
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.25 pm.   
 

THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDA Y 17 OCTOBER 2018 
AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 17 October 2018 


