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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 6 JUNE 2018 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Jackie Emery (JE), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), Charles Metcalfe 
(CM), Max Preston Bell (MPB), Sue Taylor (ST) & Alison Stevenson (AS)  
Cllrs Greer (LG) and Flint (MF) arrived at Minute Item 0774 & 0779 respectively. 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
0773. To receive the Vice-Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office  
 Cllr Gould signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
0774. Public Participation 
 The owner at Cobo explained that he had listened to the concerns of his neighbours and 

consulted the Conservation Officer on his new garage application.   The new design has 
a smaller footprint, is less tall and has moved back on the plot by 3 metres.    The new 
building will use complementary materials to match the house. 

 
0775. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest 

 Cllrs Emery, Flint, Greer, Metcalfe & Taylor declared a personal interest in Item 16 
Energy Group (0786) as members of Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.   
Cllrs Greer and Stevenson declared a personal interest in Item 8 (0779) friendship/ 
neighbour with Cobo owner.    Cllr Flint declared a personal interest in Item 8 (0779) 
friendship with owner Ringwood.   Cllr Greenwood declared a pecuniary interest in 
Item 16 Energy Group (0786) and a personal interest in Item 8 (0779) as neighbour 
Little Smeads. 
 

0776. Apologies for absence  
 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Dutton and Whybrow. 
 
0777. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 May 2018 
 The Minutes 9 May were signed as a true record. 
 
0778.   Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 

 0739 DM/18/1570 The Granary, Haywards Heath Road granted:   
DM/18/0841 April House, Stockcroft Road granted:  
DM/18/1402 6 London Road – refused 

 0759 DM/18/1338 The Old Rectory, Haywards Heath Road granted. 
 The Salt Bin Audit has been carried so WSCC should replenish supplies. 
 The Annual Return (AGAR) has been received by Moore Stephens (External Auditor). 
 A new BT contract has been negotiated which should produce savings. 
 Graffiti has been removed from the Pavilion door, MSDC will clean the wall 
 Insurance confirmation for the Parish and the Balcombe Fete has been received. 
 
0779. Planning - to consider the following applications 
 DM/18/1682 Little Smeads, Haywards Heath Rd - Demolition of existing 1 bay 

concrete block garage.  Replace with a new 2 bay oak framed garage with a barn hip 
roof – No objection: it is an attractive building but the owner should ensure that there is 
sufficient parking on the driveway for two cars in light of the fact that the garage has 
moved forward on the plot. 
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DM/28/1794 Cobo, Deanland Rd - Demolition of garage/carport, construction of 
garage – BPC is pleased to see that previous objections have been addressed in the 
current proposal.  BPC has objected in the past to the development of garages in front 
gardens but in this case an existing single garage sits forward of the building line.  
Although this application is for a replacement garage roughly double the size of the 
existing garage, the extended sections sit largely behind the building line of the 
neighbouring property (Elkanah).  The proposed materials and design complement the 
Victorian House.   Whilst a reduced height might have been preferable the applicant has 
informed BPC that the roof pitch is required to allow the use of a clay tile to match the 
architectural style of the main property.   On balance BPC feel that the aesthetic/design 
of the proposal and the position on the plot mitigate the negatives.   BPC therefore 
raises no objection to this application. 
DM/18/1351 Water Mead, Dean Land Shaw, Jobes – Advertising Board – A temporary 
structure – no objection. 
DM/18/2024 Forest View, Haywards Heath Rd – 7 conifers fell – No objection 
DM/18/1952 Rivendell, Combers - Building works in association with a new single 
storey rear extension to establish whether the development is lawful – we wait to 
see further details. 
DM/18/2057 Ringwood, Stockcroft Rd - Single storey side extension with high 
pitched roof and roof lights front and rear together with a new attached porch. 
New French doors to replace exiting on west elevation. Extension and conversion 
of existing double detached garage for ancillary use to main dwelling with new 
French doors and windows to replace existing garage doors and roof lights to flat 
roof – No objection but note the odd detail of the porch obscuring the bay window. 
DM/18/1355 Dean Land Shaw, Jobes - Addition of an automated 5 bar gate – BPC 
strongly object to this application.   The Design Guide in our made Neighbourhood 
Plan encourages footways and open access within the village and encourages all 
new developments to have footways running through them. This proposal flies in 
the face of this policy.   
‘Pedestrian routes should be provided through all new developments to encourage 
access on foot; to allow a through passage for people and avoid isolation of new 
housing’- Balcombe NP Design Guide Feb 2016. 
 

0780. Financial: May Cash Book Receipts & Payments 
 Unusual large payments this month include the first instalment for the Poppy 
Project, the Victory Hall roof payment and subscriptions to WSALC/NALC.  
 

0781. To ratify Balcombe Parish Council’s Privacy Notice (Data Protection)  
It was resolved to adopt the policy document as circulated.   The Privacy Notice 
would be reviewed annually to keep up-to-date with changing legislation.   The 
Information Commissioner’s Office has produced a 12 step action list and these 
twelve points were reviewed.  It was agreed that Balcombe Parish Council was 
compliant with these objectives and further reading on Design and Data Protection 
Impact Assessments was scheduled. 
 

0782. Balcombe Fete (14 July) arrangements 
 BPC will promote poppy painting and run the scarecrow competition this year with 
the following volunteers available (AS, NG, MPB, ST, LG, CD? RR).   Some of 
those on the rota will have shared responsibilities.   BPC will be located in the 
Craft Tent near the History Society and the Royal British Legion.     
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0783. To hear an update on the Church Poppy installation 
 Poppies are currently being produced (145 so far).   Cllr Whybrow is looking at the 
promotional material and designing publicity flags and posters.   It was agreed that 
at the Fete, painting should be free but donations will be accepted.   There will also 
be the chance to reserve and buy the poppy you paint.   This means that poppies 
will be numbered in glaze on the back and a record of names and payments against 
those numbers will be kept.   Prices will be set when the final expenses have been 
calculated.  The final display will go up for one month.   Residents’ responses have 
been encouraging and the poppies look fantastic. 

 
0784.   To decide nominee for the MSDC Chairman’s Community Service Award 
            It was agreed to nominate Anthea Bell for her services to Scouts in the village. 
 
0785.  To consider action to take regarding the WSCC school funding crisis 
  Cllr Greer has a meeting arranged with the Head at Balcombe School. 
 
0786.  Reports from Groups 
  Youth, Recreation & Wellbeing – JE has attended the Locus planning meeting and the 

Ouse Valley Patient Participation Group.   The Locus Youth Worker invoice has been 
paid.  It was noted that the Balcombe Surgery was vital to those without transport.  

 Traffic – NG & RR had met with WSCC’s Richard Speller who had offered assistance 
with village centre proposals: there are physical limitations and budget constraints will 
rule out many ideas.    He recommended a course of action including assessing if 
Section 106 money was available and contacting the utility companies to ascertain what 
was possible in the central village area.     

 CD/NG working on the local interest noticeboards.    The group are seeing what 
support is forthcoming from MSDC on traffic calming at Barnfield and Rectory Woods 
plus the village car park.    

 It was noted that large lorries have appeared past Threads again and NG has contacted 
Redrow at Penland Green to make sure that this route is not used. 

  
 Cllr Greenwood left the room. 
  
 Energy Group – BPC’s response to the Environment Agency consultation for Lower 

Stumble has been submitted (on website).   Specific concerns are on the lack of detail 
in the Site Condition Report and the Gas Management Plan.   The proposed flare has 
never been tested and the only data available comes from computer simulations. 

 
 Cllr Greenwood re-entered. 
 
 The LED conversion of street lighting is ongoing with the sample light due 18 June. 
 Community Assets, VHMC & St. Mary’s Trust – A new windowsill at Bramble Hall is 

needed.    A leak at the pavilion was mended by Stirling & Johnson free of charge. 
  Access & Rural – There has been fly-tipping in Copyhold Lane.   NG noted that in 

France drones were being used to patrol.  RR to speak to other parishes about CCTV.   
  Security – Balcombe Stores had been a victim of a distraction theft plus petty crime. 
 
0787.  Correspondence 
  O10 A water leak in Newlands has been reported to WSCC and MSDC. 
 O2 It was agreed to sign up for the free aerial survey service. 
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 O12 It was agreed that BPC would not organise a Remembrance Beacon because as 
a Parish we were already organising enough to mark the WWI centenary. 

 M7 The kindness and efficiency of the bin men at the Sunday Freighter was noted. 
 O4 RR to cost a Parish Online Training Course for Councillors 
  
0788. Exchange of Information 
 The Sawmill did not win a Rural Oscar. 
 MPB had attended a Community Led Housing session. 
 Balcombe French Association has a Bolney Wine Tour 7 June. 
 Pop Up Breakfast for Peru 10 June. 
  
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm.   
 

THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDA Y 18 JULY 2018 AT 
8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 18 July 2018 


