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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 24 APR IL 2017 
AT 7.30 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL, BRAMBLE HILL 

 
Present:  The Parish Council Chairman, Charles Metcalfe (CM), Parish Councillors, the Parish Clerk, 
Rosemary Robertson, together with c20 members of the public  
 
1.    Apologies for Absence 

Received from Cllr Lindsay-Stewart. 
 

2.    To approve the minutes Annual Parish Meeting held on 6 May 2016 (circulated) 
 The Minutes were signed as a true record of the last Parish Meeting. 
 
3.    Matters Arising 
       Paddy Horne complained that the Minutes had not accurately reflected what he had said in      

2016 and wanted his objection to be recorded in the Minutes. 
  
4.    Chairman’s Report  

Balcombe’s Neighbourhood Plan was approved by Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC) in 
September 2016, thanks to all who contributed, particularly to Katherine Daniel. 
The purchase of the Half Moon pub by over 300 Balcombe residents has been a major 
achievement, thanks to all those involved.    The recruitment of a new landlord is underway and 
refurbishment is being carried out.  The temporary tenant has agreed to stay on during the 
selection process.     This means that Balcombe now has two co-operative ventures in the 
village, the Half Moon and REPOWERBalcombe, our renewable energy co-op. 
After an attempt to get the Youth Club going, it was decided to support the existing and 
successful Locus youth group.  We bought the telephone box opposite the station for £1 and it 
will be refurbished and turned into an information point for visitors to the village. 
Two new councillors, Carol Dutton and Max Preston Bell, have been co-opted in the last 12 
months, replacing Catherine Miners and Katherine Daniel.    CM thanked them and wished 
Katherine well in her new life.   
Cuadrilla, the oil and gas exploration company that drilled a new well at lower Stumble in 2013, 
has made an application to vary their environmental permit. This may mean they are coming 
back soon to continue the work they started.  
Commuters will know that the service offered by Southern Rail has been very unreliable over 
the last year, Martin Flint is making representation. 
Elections for West Sussex County Council will be on Thursday 4 May.  CM urged all to vote. 
Finally, CM extended thanks to the Parish Clerk, Rosemary Robertson, and to the Parish 
Councillors for their time, expertise and energy. 
 

5. Update on Cuadrilla's recent application to vary their waste permit for Lower Stumble 
Balcombe Parish Council is putting together a response to the Environment Agency (EA) 
consultation before the 25 April deadline.   BPC have concerns about the proposed flare and 
air quality monitoring, and will ask that the laser modelling proposed by Cuadrilla is 
continuous.    We will also ask that the classification of liquids stay as hazardous and not 
reclassified as non-hazardous.    Water quality monitoring is also being questioned and 
whether or not liquid down the first well is already contaminated and may leak.   Noise 
disturbance is also being addressed.   BPC have also asked that because there will be diesel 
and other combustibles on site there should be a Fire Prevention Plan in place. 
Kathryn McWhirter pointed out that the site’s proximity to the railway line was a concern 
because of sparks and therefore fire risk.   
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Paddy Horne said that Brockham Parish Council in Surrey is concerned and disappointed 
about the conduct of Angus Energy who did not seek planning permission to drill a side-
track well at their site.   Surrey County Council (SCC) is requesting further permissions but 
Angus is in dispute.   If Angus Energy win, then any number of side-track wells could be 
drilled. 
Sue Taylor added that she had spoken to the CEO of Angus Energy who had insisted that 
he was not informed about the need for permission when the Surrey Planning Officer had 
written to him.   ST did not think Balcombe should be alarmed because SCC should come 
down hard on Angus and she believed that Angus would lose. 
Suzy Horne quoted from a Horse Hill resident (north of Gatwick) who ran a riding school 
near a drilling site who had said that their lives had been ruined.   The resident couldn’t 
prove the connection but she reported horses with nose bleeds, clients with headaches, oil 
on her land etc.  
Paddy Horne said that a small protest group had set up on this lady’s land on a footpath and 
she initially took great exception and was not sympathetic.   Her experience subsequent to 
the drilling is described in the above quote and has left her distraught. 
Karin Schultz asked for clarification on the consultation process. ST said that it closed 
tomorrow (25 April) and the EA would analyse all comments for review, if possible before 
2 May when Cuadrilla’s permission expires.    If the deadline slips they would have to apply 
for new permission but there is a question about the condition that monitoring during the 
suspension period be carried out.   If this has not been done then they will have been in 
breach of their planning permission. BPC will be asking for this data from the EA. 
Paddy Horne thanked BPC Councillors for their time and effort on this consultation. 
 

6.    Update on the District Plan 
The District Plan has importance for our Neighbourhood Plan (NP) because until it is 
signed off our NP is invalid.   MSDC has been dispute with the Inspector on the 
methodology behind the way housing numbers were calculated, not taking into account 
Crawley and Horsham’s needs, and the allocation mechanism.   ST is optimistic that a 
solution will be found and that the District Plan will be ratified through a staged approach to 
housing provision.    NPs will need to be reviewed after five years and this will involve 
further referenda.   Although Balcombe now has a small shortfall as a result of the revised 
methodology, we should be able to provide the additional housing required through 
windfall development, we also have other potential sites identified. 
 

7. Confirmation of final amounts for election expenses agreed and paid to MSDC and 
BPC's justification for incurring such expenditure 

 It was explained that Parish Councillors faced election every four years and if vacancies 
occurred between these periods it was the electorate’s right to call an election, which is 
what had happened in 2016.    BPC has been in dispute with MSDC for nearly a year on the 
costing methodology for the elections and had succeeded in reducing the 2015 election 
expense from £5416 to £4202.    The 2016 Election cost c£2500 and MSDC has given 
assurances that cost cutting exercises would be applied in the future.   The current 
councillor vacancy is being filled through co-option. 

 
8. Update on discussions with Highways re repair/maintenance of the BPC funded 

"rumble strips" and why no maintenance appears to have been carried out 
 RR reported that WSCC were aware of the state of the rumble strips and are monitoring 

their condition.   At present there is no budget to repair them because they do not fit the 
criteria of being dangerous. 
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9. Traffic Calming  
 RR reported that BPC were looking to consult on possible traffic calming measures in the 

village centre to reduce speeds and look at parking problems.   In the short term, designs for 
APL (Access Protection Lines) were lodged with WSCC which it was hoped will alleviate 
some of the problems of access at key junctions. 

 John Scates reported that there had been a car and motorcycle collision at the village centre 
that morning and asked about a stop sign.   

 Malcolm Kenward asked about the Speed Indicator Device – we are on a rota to use one 
that is shared amongst local parishes. 

 
10. Procedures for maintenance & checking of street gullies to minimise flooding 
 The Ranger has inspected the gullies at the beginning of the year and unblocked one near 

the garages in Jobes.   A Newlands drain has collapsed, probably as a result of the heavy 
traffic working on new developments, and this is being monitored.    A machine has cleaned 
the gullies in the village this year. 

 
11. Parish policing support following withdrawal of a named PCSO and a report on 

village security in general 
ST spoke about budget restrictions and the proposal at one time for Parish Council’s to 
employ their own wardens, an idea that was not supported.    We now no longer have a 
named PCSO, but a team tasked with tackling the more serious crimes and areas 
experiencing high incidents of crime.    Many rural community problems have been 
offloaded to District eg fly-tipping.    Current vandalism has been reported to the police and 
residents were urged to report.  Neighbourhood Watch were notified and there had been 
incidents of poaching too. 
Paddy Horne mentioned the worrying spread of Japanese Knotweed as a pernicious weed 
and the need to be vigilant about fly-tipping.  

  
12. Financial Report for Year 2016/17 ending 31 March 2017 

Cllr Taylor had drawn up the figures which were circulated in the Annual Report.   Reserves 
(bank balances) stand at £83,476 which have gone up over the years.   ST explained that this 
would not mean more grants because we were constricted by Section 137 rules which only allow 
an amount per electorate to be gifted (£7.42 in 2016/17).  Payments will be posted on the 
website each month from April 2017. 
Rachel Field asked why draft and not audited Accounts were presented – this is because the 
software close-down is not until May. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.22 pm.  

 
 
Signed………………………………… 

 
 Date…………………………………… 

 

 

Max Preston Bell then gave a short history on the Half Moon Inn project and the current state of 
play with Balcombe Community Pub Ltd. 


