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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 14 MARCH 2018 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Jackie Emery (JE), Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), Lisa 
Greer (LG), Charles Metcalfe (CM), Max Preston Bell (MPB), Alison Stevenson (AS), Sue 
Taylor (ST) and Mark Whybrow (MW)  
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 

0717. Public Participation 
 The owner of April House attended to support his application for a garage which would 
provide a safe place to charge an electric car.    He said it was not a Conservation Area 
and indicated that he had had pre-application discussion with MSDC. 
A Stockcroft Road resident attended to object to the proposed garage at April House 
stating that it was overbearing and unneighbourly in its scale and height: he made 
reference to possible impact on the Bowls Club, a heritage asset within the village. 
 

0718. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest 
 Cllr Greer declared a pecuniary interest in Item 7 Planning (0722) as the owner of April 
House.    Cllrs Flint, Metcalfe and Whybrow declared personal interest in Item 7 (0722) 
friendship with owners April House.   Cllrs Emery, Flint, Greer, Metcalfe and Taylor 
declared a personal interest in Item 18 Energy Group (0732) as members of Frack Free 
Balcombe Residents’ Association.    
 

0719. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies had been received from Cllr Simon Greenwood (SG), 
 
0720. To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 7 February 
 The Minutes 7 February were signed as a true record.    

 
0721. Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
 The Defibrillator will be put back into the Bramble Hall cabinet on Thursday 22 March. 

 RR asked all Councillors to set up the balcombeparishcouncil.com address as soon as 
possible; she highlighted that the Auditors had stressed the need for generic emails. 

 The following planning applications have been granted:- 
 0645 DM/17/4034 New Barns, Brantridge Lane,   
DM/17/4197 Balcombe Place, Haywards Heath Rd  
0663 DM/17/4663 3 Oldlands Ave 
0682  DM/17/5051 & DM/17/5050 Catnap/Kelsey House, London Road: 
 DM/17/4773 Bramerton, Victoria Rd: DM/18/0002 Balcombe House, H. Heath Road: 
DM/17/5079 Blackthorn, Stockcroft Rd: DM/18/0097 Stumble Cottage, Oldlands Ave  

 0603 DM/17/0068 Balcombe Place, Haywards Heath Road: DM/17/0193 1 Foxwells 
0703 DM/17/4778 Forest Farm, Paddockhurst Lane: DM/18/0290 The Briars, 
Stockcroft Road: DM/18/0254 Halings, Handcross Road  
 

DM/18/0123 Sherlocks, High St is currently invalid and will need to be resubmitted 
0588 DM/17/2373 Cobo, Deanland Road garage application has been withdrawn 
DM18/0549 2 & 3 Diamond Cottages, the felling of a tree has been granted too early 
for BPC to comment – RR will pursue. 

0679 A speaker from WSCC will attend the Annual Meeting to speak about recycling.  
The Clerk reminded Team Leaders to write their sections for the Annual Report which 
will advertise the Annual Meeting in May. 
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0680 Work to repair the Victory Hall roof has started 
0707 NALC has advised parishes to club together to fund a DP Officer – this will be 
discussed at the next cluster meeting. 
Cllr Dutton passed on thanks from residents on Deanland Road for the permission to 
reduce the height of trees which has vastly improved their outlook.  
 

Cllr Greer left the meeting 
 

0722. Planning -  to consider the following applications    
 DM/18/0841 April House, Stockcroft Rd - construction of a 2 bay oak framed garage - 
 no fundamental objection to this application however we feel that the roof pitch could 
 be slightly lower and the building set back a little from the road to lessen the  impact. 

 

 Cllr Greer re-entered the meeting 
 

 DM/18/0553 Woodstock, Oldlands Ave - T1 Oak tree - reduce by 3.5 all over (20%) 
 leaving tree at a height of 16m and a width of 15m, thin by 10% - No objection.
 DM/18/0549 2 &3 Diamond Cottages, Bretts Orchard - Dawn Redwood – Fell – 
 MSDC had already granted this application: it was noted that a smaller native species 
 of tree would be planted to replace the redwood. 

 DM/18/0445 Coombe House Cottage, Private Road - Rear single storey extension 
 including mezzanine floor.  Rear single storey garage extension.  New dormer windows 
 on west elevation to match existing pattern – No objection 

 
0723. Financial – January Cash Book Receipts & Payments 

a) February Cash Book Receipts & Payments were circulated and noted      
b) Budget figures for 2018/19 were circulated and agreed 
c) RBS Accounts Closedown will be done remotely 6 April        
d) RR will set a date for the Sub Committee (RR, MF, ST, SG) to review procedures 
e) The Reserves policy was signed off  with £50,000 Reserves for Traffic matters 

 
0724.   To agree to finance APL Lines in village centre, approximate cost £700 

 It was resolved to finance Access Protection Lines (white) at points in the village 
centre to alleviate parking problems and enable the free-flow of traffic.  The 
approximate cost was £700 and it was agreed that residents who would benefit 
would not be charged.   Lines would be added near the Doctor’s surgery and on the 
slip road corner opposite the school. 
 

0725. To review quotes for a Church Poppy installation (c£2,000)  
 A comprehensive quote has been received giving options for residents to make their 
own poppies or just to decorate.    It was agreed that the Parish Council would finance 
the project initially hoping to recoup the outlay by selling the poppies, any profit to be 
donated to the Royal British Legion.   RR to investigate a grant through the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (NG to supply).   A Working Group (MW, CD, MPB, AS) would take 
this forward.   Formal thanks will be extended to Julie Rezac and Luna Van Mierlo.
  

0726. To consider the  Ranger’s duties 
 Mike Talman has recently resigned as Ranger: it was agreed to postpone recruitment of 
a successor and in the short time employ contract cleaners for Bramble Hall. 

 
0727. To consider action to take regarding the WSCC school funding crisis 

 It was agreed that MF would contact Balcombe School Head to clarify the situation 
regarding funding to establish whether help is needed and what form that should take.  
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0728. To review the information within the Welcome Packs 
 It was agreed that the pack should not contain controversial items and a vote was taken 
not to include the Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association leaflet.    Councillors 
were happy that commercial organisation fliers could be included if they were local. 

 
0729. To confirm support for the annual BPC Superstars competition 

It was resolved to ask John Greetham and Paul Nolan to organise Superstars. 
 
0730. To review and ratify the Pension Discretionary Powers Policy  
 The Pension Discretionary Powers Policy was reviewed and signed by CM. 
 
0731. To consider projector purchase to facilitate planning application discussion 
 It was agreed that there was no commercial need for a fixed projector and we should 

not compete with other venues who offered this service, so a portable machine would 
be purchased, along with screen and dongle for internet access – MW/RR.   

 
0732.  Reports from Groups 
 Plans & Neighbourhood Plan 
 The drop-in event for the Rectory Woods development was well attended and deemed 

successful with approx. 60 people attending.    Comments were mostly favourable 
although some traffic concerns were raised.  The District Plan had been passed subject 
to the modifications in housing numbers which will mean a total of 79 houses for 
Balcombe: we will have a shortfall of 20 even allowing for windfalls and extras on the 
existing sites.  It will be reviewed every 5 years and MSDC have said that they will 
liaise with parishes when sites are put forward. 

 Youth, Recreation & Wellbeing 
 JE has attended her first LOCUS session which was well-attended with 15 young 

people.   She will be attending Dementia and Patient Participation Group meetings.   
 CD said there was a need for more Care Group volunteer drivers.  
 Traffic 
 The Group has met and MW is approaching consultants for central village schemes.  

WSCC and MSDC will be approached to see whether they will support initiatives for 
traffic calming for the proposed Barn Field development and for the village car park.   
A footpath/footway audit is planned to identify future needs.   CD is securing quotes for 
village map boards and will then focus on what to include and the design.   Possible 
locations Church, Station, Village Centre or inside bus shelter.   Report potholes on I 
Love West Sussex. 

  Energy Group 
 In November the government said that shale gas is not needed for energy security and 

ST said that WSCC is the only Council (1 out of 8) to have approved a recent 
application from an oil company.   Angus Energy is still applying for environmental 
permits for Lower Stumble.   The Working Group had discussed BPC’s response to the 
Draft Minerals Local Plan.  There was a view that the Group should bring any decision-
making to full Council which would negate the need for a Committee with delegated 
power.   A liaison group should be set up by Angus Energy, BPC are monitoring this. 

 Community Assets, VHMC  
 MF is pursuing the conditions that were attached to the BPC contribution for the roof 

work, asking for a fund-raising initiative; he will liaise with Tara Melik who had some 
ideas and MPB expressed his interest in helping.   Street lighting – the installation of 
one LED is anticipated shortly so a judgement can be made on its suitability. 
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  Public Transport 
 The ticket machines are working and the service has been adequate. 
 Access & Rural 
 There has been a 20% increase in sheep worrying CD asked that a warning go in the 

Parish Magazine. 
  Infrastructure Funding 
 There are currently 2 consultations out – proposed changes to the National Planning 

Policy Framework (AS) and the Community Infrastructure Levy (MPB).   
 Security & Finance 
 There has been some success in recruiting new Neighbourhood Watch volunteers. 
 
0733.  Correspondence 
  M5 It was agreed that the Clerk should hold the Electoral Roll but that we should 

  have a  policy that it was never released.   
 W1 WSCC had not authorised Parishes to instigate their Winter Plans during the 

  cold weather thus avoiding any liability for costs.   RR will question the criteria. 
 O7 Bluebird Bus offers a service at 50 p per mile – RR will notify the Care Group. 
 W4 Mobile library timetables will be posted on boards. 
 
0734. Exchange of Information 
 The Gardeners’ Spring Show is 24 March – AS appealed to all to enter. 
 There will be a fund-raising (School Trip) Pop Up Breakfast in Bramble Hall 25 March. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.01 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY  
25 APRIL 2018 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 25 April 2018 


