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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 17 JANUARY 2018 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HAL L 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Jackie Emery (JE), Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon 
Greenwood (SG), Lisa Greer (LG), Charles Metcalfe (CM), Max Preston Bell (MPB), Alison 
Stevenson (AS), Sue Taylor (ST) and Mark Whybrow (MW)  
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 

0676. Public Participation 
 Barry McConway from the Victory Hall Management Committee (VHMC) presented a 
case for funding to carry out urgent repairs to the main hall roof: they are aware of a 
leak which might threaten the murals.  They have also identified future projects e.g. to 
mend the Forest Room and kitchen roofs, to create changing facilities and storage at the 
back of the hall, and to update the WI kitchen; their reserves of c£50k will not cover all 
of these.   Although the VHMC had investigated alternative funding no other 
applications have been made and they have been led to believe that grants were not 
often made available for maintenance work. 
 

0677. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest 
 Cllr Greenwood declared pecuniary interest in Items 7 & 8 Planning Balcombe Place, 
and The Mill (0682 & 0683) and Item 18 Cuadrilla (0692) and a personal interest in 
Item 7 Planning Balcombe House (0682).   Cllrs Emery, Flint, Greer, Metcalfe and 
Taylor declared a personal interest in Item 18 Cuadrilla (0692) as members of Frack 
Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.   Cllr Flint declared a personal interest in Item 
11 (0680) Victory Hall and was granted dispensation to contribute and vote. 
 

0678. To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 13 December 
 The Minutes 13 December were signed as a true record.    

 
0679. Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
 The Annual Parish Meeting date has been set as 10 May 2018, it was agreed that a talk 
 on recycling would be welcome, RR to approach Joy Dyson at MSDC.  
 The following planning applications have been granted:- 
 0663  DM/17/4613 Blackthorn, Stockcroft Road: DM/17/4565 Halings, Handcross 
 Road:  DM/17/4531 Flagstones, Stockcroft Road:  DM/17/4549 2 Troymede: 
 DM/17/4419 Brantridge Forest, High Street 
 0645 DM/17/4039 Balcombe House, London Road 
 0656  WSCC/040/17/BA Cuadrilla at Lower Stumble granted permission to flow test.  
 Fly tipping – MSDC Cllr Norman Webster has agreed to ask the police to become 

involved in catching fly tippers.   
 
0680. To consider a request from the Victory Hall for financial assistance towards roof 

repairs totalling £18,320 + VAT 
 Councillors wanted to see the VHMC carry out fund-raising to motivate the village 

during this centenary year (WW1).   They were aware that other villages contributed 
significantly more to their halls but those villages had higher than average precepts.    
There was also discussion on whether BPC could loan money by paying bills and 
recouping VAT but receiving money back from the Victory Hall – this will be 
investigated.      CM proposed the motion to pay £18,320 for Victory Hall roof repairs 
(seconded ST), the motion was carried with the condition that the VHMC should 
engage with the village in organising a major fund-raising effort, assisted by BPC.  
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0681. Urgent Matters  
 RR highlighted the fact that the Defib had been used at the weekend and that the 
current system of putting in a code was not user-friendly: in this instance the perspex 
was broken.   It was agreed to remove the locking mechanism even at the risk of theft. 
 

0682. Planning -  to consider the following applications  
 DM/17/5051 and DM/17/5050 Catnap/Kelsey House, London, Stockcroft Road -  
 proposed two storey side extension (listed building)  - No objection. 

 DM/17/4624 The Mill, Mill Lane - Change of use of an existing garage to self-catering 
 holiday accommodation and external alterations - No objection but a condition should 
be attached to maintain the building as holiday accommodation.   The septic tank issue 
raised by the neighbour should also be properly investigated and Highways’ parking/ 
turning conditions should be adhered to.  
DM/17/5113 The Old Rectory, Mill Lane - Fell- Two groups of Leylandii either side of 
drive and stump grind the roots – No objection.  
DM/17/4773 Bramerton, Victoria Rd - Proposed part garage conversion– No objection 
DM/18/0002 Balcombe House, Haywards Heath Road - T1- Plane tree – fell – It was 
agreed that BPC should object to the loss of this “remarkable specimen.” 
DM/17/5079 Blackthorn, Stockcroft Road - Proposed demolition of existing 
garage/greenhouse with a double storey side storey extension – No objection. 
DM/18/0097 Stumble Cottage, Oldlands Ave - 2X Lime trees repollard – No objection. 
 

0683. Planning – to consider late applications received after publication of Agenda  
  

 Cllr Greenwood left the room 
 

 DM/17/0068 Balcombe Place, Haywards Heath Road - Internal alterations to remove 
 insensitive later additions and repairs to existing fabric – No objection. 
 

 Cllr Greenwood re-entered the meeting 
 
 

DM/17/0193 1 Foxwells - Remove branches back to the pollarded stump of lime trees 
T25, T26 and T27 in Oldlands Avenue – No objection. 

 
 0684. Financial – December Cash Book Receipts & Payments 
 December Cash Book Receipts and Payments were circulated and noted. 
 
 0685. Decision on Budgets and Precept 2018/19 

 MF had yet to receive figures from all Working Groups and will circulate a budget in 
the next few days for February sign-off.   Expenditure on the Victory Hall, traffic 
calming and the creation of a village car park was considered and it was resolved to 
increase the Precept by 10% from £60,000 to £66,000 to assist in the funding thereof. 
 

0686. Council Email Accounts & general village communication 
 It was resolved that MW will set up a free BPC dedicated email platform with Zoho, 

pilot it himself before hopefully rolling it out to all Councillors.   This will be beneficial 
for GDPR compliance and is good house-keeping.   It was also agreed that BPC should 
seek a modern answer to communication: Facebook the most popular option.   MW will 
look at the sort of information which should be shared. 

 
0687. To consider purchase of a projector to facilitate planning application discussion

 Figures were presented but it was agreed that a permanent, fixed projector and screen 
would be a valuable asset for the hall so MW will investigate further. 
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0688. To consider funding two Rubbish Freighters at a cost of £322.24 each plus VAT 
 It was agreed to finance two freighters; provisional dates 20 May and 14 October 2018. 
 
0689. To consider the Conservation Volunteers request for funds  
 The organisation had asked for a £75 grant and CD had researched them; there was a 

possibility that work might be done in Balcombe and so it was agreed to grant £75. 
 

0690. Ideas for WWI centenary celebrations 
 AS had seen a striking poppy display in another village and proposed that this be 

replicated in Balcombe with poppies spilling down the Church bank, perhaps from the 
First World War graves.   Discussion with Julie & Clare Rezac had indicated a cost of 
c£200 - £500.   Villagers could sponsor a poppy, be involved in their production and/or 
this could kick-start a Victory Hall fund-raising initiative.   It was agreed that this is an 
idea to develop.   It was also agreed to purchase one of the black silhouette Silent 
Soldiers that the Royal British Legion are selling to raise funds at a cost of £250. 

 
0691. To clarify Balcombe Parish Council’s role on St. Mary’s Trust (not the PCC) 
 An error had been made at December’s meeting; the need was for a BPC representative 

on St. Mary’s Trust and not the Parochial Church Council.    Subsequent to the meeting 
Peter Huxley the ex-Parish Councillor Rep. had volunteered to be the nominated BPC 
representative on St. Mary’s Trust and so CD stepped down. 

 

 Cllr Greenwood left the room 
   

0692. Update on Cuadrilla application – next steps 
 Cuadrilla’s application to flow test the well at Lower Stumble has been granted for 

three years.   Stage One has be completed in 6 months and they have to give 7 – 14 
days’ notice of intent.   Management plans eg traffic/drainage will have to be in place 
and a public liaison group must be set up.   It was agreed that BPC should be proactive 
in setting up the liaison group – ST will draft an email to Cuadrilla to be approved by 
Councillors to invite them to a meeting to find out their plans etc.   NG queried whether 
BPC should try to encourage a peaceful and lawful reaction from villagers.  

 

 Cllr Greenwood re-entered  
 

0693. Reserves Policy sign off 
 This was deferred. 
 
0694.  Reports from Groups 
 Plans & Neighbourhood Plan 
 MSDC have yet to set a date to review sites.    AS will respond to MP Jeremy Quin’s 

ineffectual response on the MSDC District Plan amendments.   
 Youth, Recreation & Wellbeing 
 CD reported that a Youth Club planning meeting had taken place and that the Youth 

Worker had recently been appraised.   JE offered to assist.  CD will liaise with JE on 
future involvement.  

  Energy Group 
 ST is compiling Terms of Reference and had invited Tim Green to join the group.    It 

was agreed that the Working Group should meet first to discuss its remit and who to 
invite - ST to instigate.    The consultation for the Joint Mineral Local Plan has a 
deadline 15 March; this will need to be reviewed at the Energy Group meeting. 
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  Public Transport 
 The rail closures October 2018 and in 2019 had been advertised.   
 Access & Rural 
 Village volunteers are currently undertaking a footpath inspection.   SG is currently 

reviewing the Public Rights of Way Plan consultation. 
  Security 
 Julie Mitchell is the new Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, replacing Carolyn 

Robertson.    
 
0695.  Correspondence  
 O11    UK Power Network Roadshow invitation deemed too far away to attend 
 O22 Sharon Godfrey had requested that a commemorative tree be planted for Joan 

  Thomason on the green near the school:  this was agreed.  It was felt that  
  there were already too many benches there and excess money should go to the 
  school.  

 O24 A TV production company were trying to recruit lively grandmothers. 
 
0696. Exchange of Information 
 Cllrs CD, JE and RR are booked on a First Aid Course in March, ST & LG in May. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.20 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY  
7 FEBRUARY 2018 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 7 February 2018 


