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1. In Application Form Part C2, question 2c, you have answered “no” to the question “Do you 

want to have a modern Permit?” This Re-Permitting variation and Permit Review will lead 

to a new Permit being issued, including new conditions, in line with the whole Onshore Oil 

and Gas Industry for England and Wales. Please confirm that you are in agreement for us 

to issue any new Permit in the updated template or provide a justification as to why you do 

not wish this to happen. 

I can confirm that a modern permit under section 2C is required for this application.  

 

2. Application Form Part E2, question 2a, references a document called HSE-Permit-BAL-011. 

This document lists an End of Well Report Executive Summary as Appendix A but the 

document was not submitted with the application. Please provide a copy of the End of Well 

Report Executive Summary as referenced in Appendix A of document HSE-Permit-BAL-011 

(also titled Surrender Report). 

See attachment to the email.  

 
3. Please provide a copy of the 2D Conceptual Model Drawing referenced in Application Form 

Part E2, question 3a (under Table 1) as it is missing from the submitted application. 

 

See attachment to the email.  

 

4. Please update the Environmental Risk Assessment, HSE-Permit-BAL-003, to include: 

a) An assessment of risks from the exploration well during borehole acid washing with dilute 

hydrochloric acid, flushing with nitrogen and flow testing from a groundwater perspective. 

b) The risks from suspension fluid storage, handling and usage. 

c) All point source emissions, including any tank vents. 

 

The scope of the ERA is to cover the management of waste.  

 
5. Please remove waste cement from the list of extractive wastes produced on site in section 

2.0 of the Waste Management Plan, HSE-Permit-BAL-0005. Waste cement is no longer 
considered extractive waste, in line with the draft Mining Waste and Extractive Waste 
(MWE) BREF due to be published in December 2017. Waste cement will be regulated under 
the Waste Framework Directive and managed as any other industrial waste.  

 

This has now been removed from the Waste Management Plan.  

 

6. Section 2.2 – Stage 3, paragraph 2 and sections 6.1 of the Waste Management Plan, HSE-
Permit-BAL-0005, mentions the storage of extractive waste pending removal from site. 
Please add additional text to show how long these wastes are to be stored on site, taking 
into account the requirements of the Onshore Oil and Gas Sector Guidance, v1 dated 17 
August 2016.  

 

Section 2.2. has been updated to include a reference to time in accordance with the Onshore Oil and 

Gas Sector Guidance.  

 

 

7. I note that the EWC Code for produced water/ spent diluted HCL in Section 5.1 of the Waste 
Management Plan, HSE-Permit-BAL-0005, has been altered from the code included in the 
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original agreed Waste Management Plan. The new proposed code of 01 01 02 is a code 
used for non-hazardous flowback fluid from hydraulic fracturing activities so is not 
appropriate for this site. Please review the characterisation and EWC Code for this waste 
stream again.  

 

Reviewing the Onshore Oil and Gas Sector Guidance, there appears to be no classification for 
“produced water” or returning fluid from a well stimulation operation. As described within the waste 
management plan spent diluted HCL will return to the surface with natural formation water as salty 
water and Carbon Dioxide. The operation is not comparable with hydraulic fracturing however the 01 
coding states waste resulting from exploration mining, quarrying, and physical and chemical treatment 
of minerals is comparable with the proposed operations at Balcombe.  

As the diluted HCL is used to chemically to react with the carbonate rock during an exploration phase, 
the coding appears to be the most relevant for this waste stream.  

 

 

8. If you decide that EWC Code 16 10 02 is the correct code for your produced water and 
spent diluted HCL please could you confirm that your proposed separation devise is 
expected to achieve the Industry Best Practice level of separation of 100ppm oil remaining 
(+/- 100%).  

 

See above explanation for the coding of produced water and spent diluted HCL. The proposed 
separation devise will be specified to achieve industry best practice of 100ppm oil remaining.  

 

 

9. Section 6.2 of the Waste Management Plan, HSE-Permit-BAL-0005, needs expanding to 
include that the flare will be physically limited to below 10 tonnes per day, as specified in 
section 3.2 of the Variation Summary, HSE-Permit-BAL-010. This information needs to also 
be captured in the Waste Management Plan as it should be a stand-alone document.  

 

Section 6.2 has been updated with further details. Extract is highlighted below:  

 

To manage the flow of natural gas below the 10t per day hazardous waste limit, a choke will be 
installed between the wellhead and flare lateral. The volume of gas will be monitored hourly post 
choke to record the quantity of gas flow by a well site engineer. If flow is calculated to exceed the 10t 
limit per day then the flow will be reduced. In the unlikely event that flow will exceed the daily limit the 
well will be shut in temporarily to prevent the flow from exceeding the limit. The calculation of gas flow 
and records will be kept for inspection at site. 

 

 

10. Section 6.5 of the Waste Management Plan, HSE-Permit-BAL-0005, states that returned well 
suspension fluid will be stored then sent for off-site disposal. You have confirmed that this 
waste stream is expected to be hazardous in section 2.2.1. The Onshore Oil and Gas 
Sector Guidance says that the storage of hazardous waste without a facility is limited to 
temporary storage in secure containment as part of collection and transportation of waste 
from the site. Please confirm that you will comply with the sector guidance and amend the 
wording accordingly, otherwise we may require you to apply for a Tier 3 Mining Waste 
Facility for the storage of a hazardous waste.  

 

Section 2.2.1 has been updated to relefect the temporary storage of suspension fluid in a contained 

area for off site disposal.   

 


