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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 13 DECEMBER 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Jackie Emery (JE), Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon 
Greenwood (SG), Lisa Greer (LG), Charles Metcalfe (CM), Max Preston Bell (MPB), Alison 
Stevenson (AS), & Sue Taylor (ST)  
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
0657. Public Participation 

 Stuart Gregory volunteered to talk about arcing but it was not needed.  
Malcolm Kenward mentioned the steam train travelling through Balcombe (following 
on from Stuart’s comments and risk of arcing). 
 

0658. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest 
 Cllr Greenwood declared pecuniary interest in Item 14 Cuadrilla (0669).   Cllrs Emery, 
Flint, Greer, Metcalfe and Taylor declared a personal interest in Item 14 Cuadrilla 
(0669) as members of Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.    
 

0659. Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies had been received from Cllr Mark Whybrow (MW). 

 
0660. To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 8 & 29 November 
 The Minutes 8 & 29 November were signed as a true record.    

 
0661. Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
 One Gritting has been authorised when conditions were particularly treacherous. 
 0643  Balcombe’s response to the District Plan Modifications Consultation had been 
 submitted and acknowledged. 
 0633 Balcombe Saw Mill is a finalist in the Countryside Alliance Oscars, thanks to 
 MPB for the write-up.  Judging involves visits from the panel. 
 0454 DM/16/3977 Greentrees – Wedding venue granted 
 0570 DM/17/1955 & 1966 Brantridge Park granted  
 0628  DM/17/3812 1 Stumblemead tree approved for pollarding 
 0627 DM/17/3943 & 3954 Great Coopers Corner Farm granted   
 0602   DM/17/2746 Midwicket granted 
 0645 DM/17/4162 Blackthorn, Stockcroft Road: DM/17/4262 The Knoll, Stockcroft 
 Road:  DM/17/4416 Verge Haywards Heath Road (chestnut): DM/17/4234 Land 
 Adjacent to BT, Stockcroft Road – all granted 
 0646  DM/17/4546 Stumble Ridge, Oldlands – tree felling granted 
 Kaspersky - In view of warnings about possibly Russian connections with Kaspersky 

security it was agreed to renew with an alternative supplier next year. 
 Fly tipping - CM will write to MSDC to urge action to identify the culprits because fly 

tippers could well be guilty of other crimes – copy to Police, Environment Agency and 
Mid Sussex Times. 

  
0662. Urgent Matters 
 CM has written to Jeremy Quin MP about the District Plan modifications in advance of 

the MP meeting with MSDC.    CM has also written to neighbouring parishes 
(Ardingly, Lindfield, Worth, Ansty, Staplefield, Cuckfield) to urge them to support our 
objection to the Cuadrilla application. 
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0663. Planning           
DM/17/4531 Flagstones, Stockcroft Road - The proposed works include a small 
rear extension to enable an open kitchen space internally. The new rear wall is 
proposed to have bi-fold doors, and be constructed of brickwork and hung tiling, 
with a tiled pitched side roof, all to match existing materials – No objection 
DM/17/4613 Blackthorn, Stockcroft Road -  G1 Conifer - trees to rear of garden 
reduce height by half – No objection 
 DM/17/4549 2 Troymede, - Single storey extension and existing garage conversion 
to dwelling. Internal and external alteration to existing house – No objection 
DM/17/4663 3 Oldlands Ave - Proposed two storey rear extension – Noting that 
there have been no objections from neighbours we have no objection. 
DM/17/4565 Halings, Handcross Road - Replace existing extension and 
prefabricated garage with a two storey side extension and new catslide roof to 
rear, re-roof annexe and new carport with log store. (Proposed amendments to 
enlarge side extension and omit rear dormer approved under DM/16/5560)- No 
objection 
DM/17/4419 Brantridge Forest, High St - Erection garage building – No objection  

  
0664. Financial 
 November Cash Book Receipts and Payments were circulated and noted.   Street light 

repairs were heavy and there was unusual expenditure with the District Plan flier and 
grants to the Mediation Service and Christmas Tree Society.   Bramble Hall revenue 
was again over £1,000 in November.   There was discussion on dog poo bin provision 
and CD highlighted the danger for livestock of faeces in fields. 

  
0665. Budget and Precept review 
 MF agreed to set the budget for 2018, and asked that Working Groups provide 

information so that the budget could be drawn up for the January meeting, and the 
Precept set.   SG informed Councillors that Balcombe’s Precept was in the mid-range 
of amounts set by other similar-sized parishes.  ST will send MF the spreadsheets. 

 
0666. To consider supporting a name reinstatement for the houses at Dean Land Shaw 
 The original owner of Dean Land Shaw had written to ask that Balcombe Parish 

Council organise a petition to object to the name change of the development to Water 
Mead; he reported that the developers themselves were happy for a change.   
Acknowledging that BPC had wanted the name to remain the same from the start RR 
will write to MSDC to express this sentiment: a petition was not felt to be necessary.  
The Clerk flagged up that Bob Dowdall had mentioned that the Handcross Road should 
revert to Red Bridge Road. 

 
0667. To consider a request from the Victory Hall for financial assistance towards roof 

repairs totalling £18,320 + VAT 
 MF asked if Councillors were happy to grant funding for the Hall through provision 

under the Local Authorities Act which had no upper limit, and suggested that the 
discussion on the amount should be deferred to the January meeting when a more 
formal request would be submitted and presented by another member of the Victory 
Hall Management Committee.   Councillors agreed in principle and reiterated that they 
recognise the Hall as a valued asset and believe that the village would be keen to rally 
round to fund-raise, especially in view of the World War One centenary.  The quote 
would be circulated and the VHMC asked to submit a more formal application. 
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0668. To review Working Group membership and to appoint a PCC Representative 
 Jackie Emery will join the Youth, Access & Rural and Energy.  CD volunteered to be 

the Parish Council Representative on the St. Mary’s Parochial Church Council.    NG 
was reinstated on Community Assets, and CM on Traffic, LG joined Public Transport.  
Finance was noted as ST, SG, MF and RR.   The Energy Group (replacing Oil) is ST, 
CM, MPB, AS, MW and JE.  Carol Jarvest and Catherine Dennison were still involved 
with Neighbourhood Plan & Planning.  Terms of Reference will be circulated. 

 

 Cllr Greenwood left the meeting 
 

0669. Update on Cuadrilla application – next steps 
 BPC’s objection to the application has been sent and the WSCC hearing will be 9 

January 10.30 am in Chichester.  There were c 2,500 public objections, MSDC had no 
objection and Public Health England, Health & Safety Executive and Environment 
Agency submitted template type responses.   Only 4 people are able to speak at the 
hearing and ST is monitoring the publication of the Agenda in order to secure one of 
those places; RR will request a place.   There was discussion about merging lines 
between ST’s involvement as a Councillor and as a member of FFBRA.   ST will apply 
as a Parish Councillor and it was agreed by vote that Cllr Taylor should speak on behalf 
of the Parish Council with a written summary of our submitted objection.   If the 
application is granted and a production application is submitted, then BPC should be 
ready with appropriate experts in hand; all approved by the Council. 

 

 Cllr Greenwood re-entered 
 

0670. To discuss the refurbishment of the telephone box at the station 
  In a survey villagers voted to put information in the box.    Kathryn McWhirter has 

volunteered to look after the surrounding area but the box itself needs painting etc.   RR 
will secure contractor quotes for the work possibly in the summer.  Rob McIntyre has 
volunteered to help.  Display maps with paths and fauna etc will be investigated. 

 
0671. To discuss sponsorship of a Saturday bus service 
 A Saturday service has been requested with Compass Travel indicating that in order to 

make this viable a subsidy of £150/week is needed.   RR is following up a quote from 
the Handcross Bus as a cheaper alternative suggested by NG. 

 

0672. Reserves Policy sign off 
 This will be discussed in January when Working Groups have concrete figures in hand. 
 
0673.  Reports from Groups 
 Plans & Neighbourhood Plan 
 Julian Smith’s plans show 16 units at the Rectory site with a decent village car park, a 

good mix of housing, a walk-through and 5 housing association units.   A meeting with 
Rydon Homes re Barn Field highlighted our design ideals and they are re-visiting their 
initial plans.  They seem reluctant to undertake traffic calming.  We need to approach 
Balcombe Estate about paths at Barn Field and WSCC re car park management and 
traffic calming.  At a recent MSDC meeting about Site Allocations, Neighbourhood 
Plans were not mentioned so AS has written and talked to MSDC and CM emailed 
Jeremy Quin MP.   Following AS’s conversation, MSDC have promised to engage with 
parishes in the New Year on this issue. 

  Traffic 
 MW is pursuing contractors for the feasibility study in the village centre. 
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 Oil 
 ST has circulated the changes to the WSCC Mineral Plan.   MPB informed Councillors 

that the World Bank will stop funding oil exploration after 2021. 
 Community Assets, VHMC, PCC  
 LED Lighting, Bramble Hall and Pavilion work still ongoing. 
 Public Transport 
 MF asked for the Three Bridges Station Manager contact details. 
 Access & Rural 
 Public Rights of Way consultation will go on the Agenda in January.   CD reported a 

rotten fingerpost on the Woodwards Farm Drive. 
 Infrastructure Funding 
 Village centre and pedestrian safety is top of the list.   Large village maps for flora and 

fauna/footpaths a possibility.  Toilets?   A map for Bramble Hall? 
  Safety & Security 
 A consultation on police funding is underway – RR will send a link.  Farmers etc are 

invited to note serial numbers of machinery.  ST recommended the diary section of the 
Balcombe Community Website.   A community meet-up takes place once a month in 
the WI Room at the Victory Hall (Tara and Karin). 

 
0674.  Correspondence  
 O3    CD will report on the Conservation Volunteer request for funds in January 
 W3 SSALC have asked for questions to put to the Sussex Police & Crime  

  Commissioner – BPC will request police involvement in tracing fly-tippers. 
 O12 CPRE have asked for funding to help to fight inappropriate development across 

  Sussex – it was agreed to donate £100. 
 M7 MSDC Parish Briefing 1 March 2018 - attendees will be ST & AS with CM in 

  reserve.  
 O10 Northmoor Parish were put in touch with Tom Parker at Repower. 
 
0675. Exchange of Information 
 Possible events for WWI Centenary celebrations to go on the January Agenda, the 

History Society have ideas. 
 Sadly Leslie Fairweather has passed away, BPC will send a card.  The funeral is 19 

December at 2.00 pm.    
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.20 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY  
17 JANUARY 2018 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 17 January 2018 


