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MINUTES OF A PLANNING MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL (BPC) 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Jackie Emery (JE), Nicky Gould (NG), Charles Metcalfe (CM), 
Alison Stevenson (AS), Sue Taylor (ST) and Mark Whybrow (MW) 
In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
0653. Public Participation 

 Karin Schulte was critical about the lack of notification and late notice for the meeting, 
and asked why a leaflet drop had not been done as was the case with the MSDC District 
Plan Consultation.  She believed that the Cuadrilla application merited a similar 
approach. BPC will look at communication. 
 Malcolm Kenward questioned whether details had been posted on the website because 
he was no longer receiving email notifications.   He drew attention to the height of the 
flare to the village, the proximity of the railway and cattle in the neighbouring fields. 
 Lloyd Thompsett asked if Network Rail had responded and corrected a reference.  He 
also queried Southern Water’s response about SUDS Drainage, the lack of Spill/ 
Pollution Plans and asked that monitoring be carried out from a central village location.  
Paddy Horne commended all on a “great piece of work.” He said Cuadrilla’s 
Lancashire site suffered from poor drainage and asked about the state of the membrane.   
He suggested residents be informed about timings of the various stages of the processes. 
 

0654. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest 
 Cllrs Emery, Metcalfe and Taylor declared a personal interest in Item 4 Planning 
(0656) as members of Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.   

 

0655. Apologies for absence 
 Cllrs, Flint, Greer, Greenwood and Preston Bell had given apologies. 
 

0656. Planning  
 WSCC/040/17/BA - Lower Stumble Hydrocarbon Exploration Site, London Road, 

Balcombe - Temporary permission for exploration & appraisal comprising the flow 
testing & monitoring of the existing hydrocarbon lateral borehole along with site 
security fencing, the provision of an enclosed testing flare and site restoration -  A draft 
response that had been prepared by the Oil Working Group was circulated.  Late edits 
received were agreed and incorporated into the document; it was then put to a formal 
vote to ratify.    It was unanimously agreed to submit the document to West Sussex 
County Council as the BPC objection to this application. 
CM recorded a vote of thanks to all those involved and in particular Cllr Taylor for 
co-ordinating the process, Laurie Dunne, Rob Greer, Mostyn Field, Rosemary 
Robertson and those Councillors who had contributed.     
A link to the website would be sent to the Guardian who had expressed interest in 
the decision but, according to BPC Press Policy, there should be no need to quote. 
An issue of arcing from the railway would be investigated and would be reported 
on at a later meeting (ST). 

  

 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 13 
DECEMBER 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   

 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 13 December 2017 


