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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 19 APRIL 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), 
Max Preston Bell (MPB), Alison Stevenson (AS) and Sue Taylor (ST) 
 

In Charles Metcalfe’s absence Vice Chair, Nicky Gould chaired the meeting. 
Charles Metcalfe (CM) arrived during Item 0518 
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council 
 
0518. Public Participation 

 Paddy Horne felt that his comments in March had not been properly recorded in the 
Minutes.   He talked about drilling in Brockham, Surrey which had been carried out 
without planning permission.   Surrey County Council is currently in dispute with 
Angus Energy about whether permission is necessary; Angus Energy claiming that 
they do not need planning permission to drill side-track wells.    He quoted Brockham 
Parish Council who were disappointed that Angus Energy didn’t appear to have 
divulged their full intention.   This has repercussions for Balcombe if Cuadrilla do not 
need to apply for permission to drill a side-track well. 
 Judy Hammans referred to a Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association letter 
which she had received and hoped that there would not be a repeat of the protests 
from 2013 with hysterical outbursts, the inconvenience or road closures and huge 
police costs. 

 
0519. Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest 

Cllr Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in Item 9 (Cuadrilla Oil 0527) & 20 
(Oil not discussed).   Cllrs Flint, Metcalfe & Taylor declared a personal interest in 
Item 9 (Cuadrilla Oil 0527) as members of Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ 
Association.   Cllr Gould declared a personal interest in Item 18 (0526) as a member 
of the Victory Hall Management Committee. 

 
0520. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Greer and Lindsay-Stewart. 
 
0521. To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 22 March 2017 
 The Minutes 22 March were signed as a true record.    
 

0522.  Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk  
 0491  RR reported that in response to Suzie Horne’s complaint about overgrown 

hedges John Pierpoint had kindly cut back the hedges on the Haywards Heath Road 
and thanks were extended to him.   The Salamons at The Croft in Stockcroft Road are 
seeking advice about a staged management of their hedge. 

 0497 Victoria Road – no news from WSCC 
 0496  The following applications granted:  DM/17/0807 Oakland, Stockcroft Rd: 

DM/17/0986 School House, London Rd: DM/17/0649 The Laurels, (Zenda Garden) 
Oldlands Ave: DM/17/0268 Half Moon Inn, HH Road (Listed Building Consent) 

 
0523. Urgent Matters 
 There have been recent incidents of vandalism (benches destroyed, gates and fences 

kicked in) and the police have been informed. 
 



 

Page 2 of 4        BPC Minutes 19 April 2017 
 

0524.  Planning     
 DM/17/1474 Little Smeads, Haywards Heath Road - Yew (T1) reduce lateral 

branches by 2- 3 metres away from building. Ash (T2) fell. Sycamore (T3) reduce 
overall by 20% - No objection  

 DM/17/1372 Charlcote, Oldlands Ave - Single storey front conservatory.  No 
objection but we note that there was no design statement with this application despite 
this being in a Conservation Area.  Whilst we would not want to have a plethora of 
similar applications for conservatories on the front of properties, in this instance, the 
conservatory proposed is small and in scale, and it is not visible from the road. 

 DM/17/1397 Winden, Mill Lane - Proposed alteration and first floor extension to 
form first floor ancillary accommodation – No objection but would want to add a 
planning condition to ensure that the building is maintained as ancillary 
accommodation to the main house to prevent its use as a separate dwelling  

 DM/17/1516 Fernbridge Cottage, Handcross - Proposed single storey side and rear 
 extension – No objection  

 
0525. Planning – to consider late applications received after publication of Agenda   
 DM/17/0628 3 Waterworks Cottages, Handcross Road - Proposed two storey front 

extension and rear outbuilding – No objection 
 
0526.   Funding request and report from the Victory Hall Management Committee  
 Julian Smith presented a case for continued support for the Victory Hall from BPC 

outlining a long term schedule of work resulting from a report commissioned in 2014.   
This year forecasted works, which include the flat roof, is anticipated to be a figure of 
c£36,000.    ST explained that we have a restriction on how much money we can 
grant (Section 137).   VHMC reserves currently stand at c£50,000 and a £20,000 
reserve is considered desirable (a year’s income).  He spoke about the difficulty of 
getting tradesmen to quote for work.   Councillors urged the VHMC to capitalise on 
the depth of feeling in the village, believing that most villagers regarded the Victory 
Hall as a valued and prized village asset.   They also wanted to see major fund-raising 
activities undertaken. 

 Cllr NG proposed that BPC grant £4,500 for work on the Victory Hall roof subject to 
a minimum of two quotes being obtained (ST seconded).   This was carried 
unanimously (Section 137 Funding). 

  
 Cllr Greenwood left the room. 
 
0527. To agree BPC’s response to Cuadrilla’s new environmental waste permit 
 CM/ST had prepared a first draft dealing with the following points:  

• Air quality – sulphur should be monitored in addition to other chemicals 
• We need to see the report on air dispersion (which has not been available) 
• Monitoring of water, noise and air to be more robust with wind patterns and how 

immediate neighbours might be effected taken into consideration 
• No reference to previous noise modelling and identified receptors had been made 
• New flare mechanism and height noted as above the village.  The changed flare 

should be noted in any new planning application. 
• Waste to be defined as “hazardous” and not down-graded to “non-hazardous” 
• Possible leakage from the 1980s well to be highlighted 
• Storage of combustible waste likely so a Fire Plan should be in place 
• We can cross reference documents from Public Health England in our response 
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Councillors were in principle in agreement with these points raised and CM will re-
circulate the document before submission. 
 

 Cllr Greenwood re-entered. 
 

0528.  To discuss the financial crisis at Balcombe School 
 Desmond Burton’s letter (Chair of School Governors) has been circulated which 

highlights the financial pressures on the School.    It is unclear how BPC can assist 
but MF and LG will write to Wendy Littlefair (Head) to see if any practical help can 
be proffered.    RR will write to our MP Quin and the County Councillor to express 
our concerns. 

 
0529. To update Councillors on the recruitment of a Councillor to replace Mat Record 
 Two applicants have come forward, Michael Mylne and Mark Whybrow.   They will 

be asked to attend either the May or June meeting when one would be co-opted. 
 
0530. Financial 
 March Cash Book Receipts & Payments were circulated, noted and made available 

for scrutiny.    In future the Payments will be listed on the website each month.   
Budget figures for 2017/18 have been set and publicised in the Annual Report.  The 
Finance Sub Committee has met and favourably reviewed financial procedures.   The 
Annual Governance Statement was then read, agreed and signed by the Chair of the 
meeting, NG, and the Clerk. 

 
0531. To formalise arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting Monday 24 April 
 Monday 24 April 7.30 pm Bramble Hall - posters have been done and Agenda items 

requested.    CM will Chair with various items led by RR and ST. Teas and coffees 
will be served and there will be an update from Balcombe Community Pub Ltd. 

 
0532. To consider a request from the Toddler Group for new tables 
 It was resolved to grant the Toddler Group £259.90 + VAT for two new tables which 

could be used by other hirers and kept in Bramble Hall. 
 
0533. To consider a request to fund a Locus Youth Club Leader twice a month 
 It was resolved to finance the Locus Youth Worker once every two weeks at an 

annual cost of c£1008.  The Worker is employed by the Parochial Church Council. 
 
0534. An update on bus timetable changes due end April 2017 
 The bus timetable will change from 25 April with Balcombe now being served by 3 

buses a day.  There has been some improvement in timings.   WSCC are subsidising 
the routes by £27,000.     WSCC have agreed that Bus Passes can be used on the 9.27 
am service.   RR will advertise the changes and distribute timetables. 

 
0535. To  highlight a free Wellbeing Talk in Bramble Hall 15 May 
 There will be a free Wellbeing Talk on 15 May for those who may be interested in the 

full 12 week course on healthy lifestyle choices.   This is being promoted. 
 
0536. To discuss the church request for signage 
 The PCC have requested more signage for St. Mary’s and have approached MSDC 

and WSCC.    BPC Councillors are happy with the request. 
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0537. Future Neighbourhood Plan Strategy 
 A spreadsheet was circulated and roles will be discussed at the next meeting 
 
0538. Health, Safety & Security  
 AS has attended a MSALC meeting where there had been discussion on health and 

wellbeing in the rural parishes and Parish Councils assuming more responsibility. 
 
0539. Traffic 
 APL design ideas have been chased with WSCC and a meeting with Richard Speller 

will be scheduled.    CD drew attention to the Tile Cottage project to increase the 
width of the footpath opposite Threads.   It was looking likely that this would happen 
and thanks were recorded to Alan Smith for his kind offer. 

 
0540. Rail 
 MF is pursuing Southern about the inoperative ticket machine and Network Rail has 

asked that contractors be reported if they are seen littering.  MPB asked that litter on 
the tracks be dealt with similarly. 

 
0541.  Environment, Wildlife & Footpaths  
 CD reported that the sewerage leak near the Lake is being dealt with and new 

pipework promised: Balcombe Estate is also involved.   There has been vandalism on 
a shooting platform, pontoon and gate.  Deer poaching and shooting are still a 
problem. 

 
0542. Youth 
 Locus Youth Group is running fortnightly and still popular with young people. 
 
0543. Business 
 AS will attend the rescheduled MSDC Economic Development Strategy – PC Forum. 
 
0544.  Correspondence  
 M1 Micro Business Grants to be advertised in the Parish Magazine 
 O8 Thanks have been received from the Air Ambulance for the £250 grant 
 O11 An invitation to South East Water Workshop was highlighted 
 O28 An invitation from South East Coast Ambulance was highlighted 
 M2 MSDC has asked that a track built illegally off Crawley Lane is removed 
 
0545. Exchange of Information 
 James Stevenson’s Pop Up Breakfast will be 14 May 
 NG suggests that we repeat the Scarecrow theme for the Parish Council Fete stall 
 ST will attend the District Plan briefing in addition to RR and NG. 
  
There being no further business the Vice Chairman closed the meeting at 10.25 pm.   
 

THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
COUNCIL  ON WEDNESDAY 17 MAY 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 17 May 2017 


