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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), Lisa Greer (LG), Neil 
Lindsay-Stewart (NLS), Charles Metcalfe (CM), Max Preston Bell (MPB), Alison Stevenson 
(AS) and Sue Taylor (ST) 
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council 
 
0467. Public Participation 
 Rachel Hall volunteered her experience as a web-site designer to take over the 
 Balcombe Village Website.   Andrew Edmondson was keen to relinquish  
 responsibility and she was happy to update it and move it to a more user-friendly 
 platform for societies and businesses.    The Chair thanked her for volunteering. 
 Malcolm Kenward spoke about his own development of a website on Wordpress and 
 how they had tried unsuccessfully to knit his together with Andrew’s.   He had bought 
 the Balcombe.Community domain.   CM suggested that Rachel and Malcolm meet.   
 Paddy Horne said that the Parish Council website seems “flat” compared to others. 

 Susie Horne asked that when the Council discuss planning applications the public  be 
allowed to look at the plans.   CM suggested that they could be viewed online in 
advance and it could be impractical in practice. 

 
0468. Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest 

Cllrs Flint, Greer, Lindsay-Stewart, Metcalfe & Taylor declared a personal interest in 
Item 13 (0477) Minerals Plan as members of Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ 
Association.   

 
0469. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies had been received from Cllr Greenwood  
 
0470. To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 18 January 2017 
 The Minutes 18 January were signed as a true record.    
 

0471.  Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
 0459   The Bus 40 service has improved but there are still problems at afternoon 

school pick up.   Compass are taking our concerns seriously: a driver has been 
suspended. 
 0428  The following applications granted or deemed lawful:  DM/16/5108 Fairholme, 
Stockroft Road: DM/16/5040 Balcombe House (with note that the design, size and 
scale …are unlikely to be supported at the reserve matters stage): DM/16/5155 
Shenley Barn, 2 Jobes : DM/16/5002 Kibo House, Stockcroft Rd 
DM/16/0337 Little Colliers, Mill Lane withdrawn 
 0454 In addition, the following granted DM/16/2852 Prospect Cottage, HH Road: 
DM/16/5492 40 Newlands: DM/16/5401 Brantridge Park Biomass Boiler:  
DM/16/5560 Halings, Handcross Road 

  

0472. Urgent Matters – Pension Discretionary Powers Policy 
 WSCC have asked that BPC produce a Discretionary Powers Policy by 28 February.    

RR suggested that as she was the sole employee we use the documents of other 
councils as a model with LG’s input to tailor our requirements.   This to be done 
through email correspondence with ratification at the next meeting.  Agreed. 
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0473. Planning   
  DM/17/0321 Fernbridge Cottage, Handcross Road - Proposed single storey side and 

rear extension – No objection an improvement 
 DM/17/0221 Stumble Ridge, Oldlands - Single storey side extension to existing outbuilding to 
be used as annexe accommodation - Balcombe Parish Council object to this application: 
it refers to current use as “occasional accommodation” which seemed to have been 
prohibited in the previous permission. Permanent accommodation will have an impact 
on immediate neighbours in terms of light and noise pollution.  We also have 
concerns about access particularly if elderly relatives are living in the building. There 
is no access statement and because the building is situated a good distance from the 
road we have concerns in particular about emergency vehicle access. There is a track 
along the western boundary which we believe, although shown outside the red line of 
the boundary drawing, is in the ownership of the property.  We do not think that 
permission would be needed to develop this as access to the building, bringing a 
driveway across the back garden.  If this is the case then that ought to form part of this 
application as its impact on adjoining properties is material.   Although it is assumed 
that the building falls within the habitable size regulation, any material alterations to 
the exterior to ensure it meets building control requirements ought to form part of this 
application. 

 
0474. An update on the Balcombe Village sign 
 Taking on board previous comments RR has approached Mike Noble who is 

producing another design with the viaduct included.    CM suggested that we 
approach the Company Ricochet who are asking to film repair projects. 

 
0475.   Financial   
 January figures were circulated, noted and made available for scrutiny. 
 
0476. Review budget figures for 2017/18 
 ST & RR have reviewed the figures year-to-date and projected the year end totals.   

Budgets for 2017/18 have been set accordingly.     Figures for the Pavilion and 
Bramble Hall Lighting (£800?) plus Traffic Calming are needed. 
 

0477. To consider BPC’s response to WSCC Joint Minerals Local Plan Consultation 
 CM has drafted a response which was circulated.   The Clerk mentioned that we 

cannot cross-reference a document from an action group in our response.    CM 
suggested that a further sentence be added changing WSCC language from “will be 
permitted” to “may be permitted,” the word “will” suggests a presumption of 
acceptance.   It was unanimously agreed to submit CM’s response with the cross-
reference taken out and an additional sentence suggesting this change of wording.   
CM will amend the document and RR will submit.  

  
0478.   Review of Winter Planning  
 In January we paid for one gritting session at a cost of £330 but because we did not 

receive an email alert from WSCC we cannot seek reimbursement.   It was agreed that 
should similar conditions exist we should fund gritting because we have set aside 
budget and it is a popular service for the village.    NG reminded councillors that the 
WSCC call out authorisation criteria is for sustained bad weather over 3 days. 
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0479. To agree to purchase the Telephone Box near the station for £1  
 This was agreed and CM signed the contract: we are covered for public liability.  
 
0480.  To consider a £5,000 grant application from the Victory Hall Man. Committee 

 It was agreed to postpone a decision on the grant until Julian Smith attends the 
Council meeting in April, following procedure applied to other societies when they 
apply for funds.    Councillors will want to hear about the overall strategy for repair 
and maintenance of the Victory Hall with an update on the short term work carried out 
recently, the work needed imminently, plus an idea of long term strategy knowing the 
results of the 2016 survey.  CM & RR will draft a response to Julian Smith.  

 
0481. Election expense update and decision on payment of outstanding invoices 
 Terry Stanley has reduced the amount owed on the May 2015 election from £5,416.35 

to £4,202.67, and whilst we still disagree with the costing methodology it was agreed 
to settle this and the outstanding May 2016 invoice of £2,508.17.   RR will send a 
letter indicating these sentiments but acknowledging future cost saving initiatives. 

 
0482. Future Neighbourhood Plan strategy including allocation of tasks 
 AS will meet with NG in March to review. 
 
0483. Heath, Safety & Security  
 There had been some minor crime with a shed broken into.  Flytipping was a problem.   

Four have come forward for a Wellbeing Course (10 were needed). 
 
0484. Traffic 
 AS has reviewed the scoping document and is checking suppliers with Richard 

Speller of WSCC. 
 
0485. Facilities & Amenities 
 NG is investigating exterior lighting at the front of Bramble Hall.    It was agreed to 

get the Community Payback team back to clear footways on the HH Road and 
Recreation Ground etc 

 
0486. Rail 
 The 7.18 am to London Bridge has been reinstated.   Feedback via the recent 

consultation highlighted that Balcombe will have 2 southbound and 2 northbound 
services per hour under the proposed timetable. Their proposal, however, does not 
include any Southern services to London Victoria 

 
0487.  Youth 
 Locus Youth Group is flourishing with 17 attendees at the last meeting, it will run 

fortnightly from March.   The new youth worker has been recruited and CD and NLS 
are attending every other session. 

 
0488. Business 
 CM offered congratulations to all those involved in securing the purchase of the Half 

Moon for the village.    MPB reported that there have been 16 applicants for the 
tenancy.   Balcombe Stores has reported business is back to pre-bus diversion levels.  
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0489.  Correspondence  
 O17    There had been an email asking for a pedestrian path through Victoria Road.   
 Residents are obliged to keep the road safe so RR will contact Richard Speller to 

quote the necessary regulations to ask them to action. 
 W4      Jackie Stone had asked for Horse Safety signage in Cherry Lane and had been 

given the WSCC contact to apply formally. 
 O15     It was agreed to award the Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance £250 in April 
 M6 Bramble Hall Licence – the address needs to be changed to go to the Clerk 
 M7 Royal death protocol concerns flags, books of condolences etc 
 O4 It appears that the Fire Service feel unsupported by WSCC.   They are 

stopping their outreach programme so Scouts will no longer be able to visit. 
 
0490. Exchange of Information 
 Tiggers Pre-School have recruited a Treasurer 
 St. Mary’s are very thankful for the grant towards a Youth Worker 
 Victory Hall new doors look good and NG’s table top sale raised £200 so it will be 
 repeated. 
 Katherine Daniel visited from Devon and looks well. 
 MPB had received a query on dog poo bins because of used bags left in situ on 
 footways.   There is a need to catch the culprits. 
  
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.42 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HEL D ON WEDNESDAY 
22 MARCH 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 22 March 2017 


