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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 14 JUNE 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), 
Lisa Greer (LG), Neil Lindsay-Stewart (NLS), Charles Metcalfe (CM), Max Preston Bell 
(MPB), Alison Stevenson (AS) and Sue Taylor (ST) 
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
0563. Chairman to sign Declaration of Acceptance of Offer 
 Charles Metcalfe as Chair (elected May 2017) signed the Declaration. 
 
0564. Co-option of a new Parish Councillor 
 Thanks were extended to Michael Mylne and Mark Whybrow for their interest in the 

position and they were invited to say a few words about their suitability for the role.    
After questioning from the floor they then vacated the room and a vote took place in 
camera.    Mark Whybrow was elected to be co-opted as the new Balcombe Parish 
Councillor and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Offer. 

 
0565. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest 

 Cllr Greenwood declared pecuniary interest in Items 18 Oil (0577), 20 
Neighbourhood Planning (0579) and 9 Planning (0570) (as landowner and neighbour 
of Wayside).   Cllr Greer declared a personal interest in Item 16 (0575) because of a 
child at Balcombe School.   Cllrs Flint, Greer, Lindsay-Stewart, Metcalfe, Taylor 
declared a personal interest in Item 18 Oil (0577) as members of Frack Free 
Balcombe Residents’ Association.   Cllr Lindsay-Stewart declared a personal interest 
in Item 9 Planning (0570) as neighbour of Wayside.   Cllr Dutton declared pecuniary 
interest in Item 9 Planning (0570) as business associate of Lambor/Wayside. 

 
0566. Apologies for absence 
 Cllr Whybrow excused himself because of a business meeting. 
 
0567. To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 17 May 2017 
 The Minutes 17 May were signed as a true record.    
 

0568.  Public Participation 
 John White & Trevor Furse made representation on the proposed development at 

Brantridge Park (DM/17/1955 and 1966), explaining that the house will be restored to 
its original grandeur as a family house, and an equestrian centre built to support the 
owner’s Olympic dressage career.   The plans include a new lodge house for security.    
Architects had been in dialogue with Mid Sussex District Council and attention to 
landscaping would also be paramount.  

 
0569.  Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk  
 The following applications have been granted:  
 0525  DM/17/0628 3 Waterworks Cottages 
 0524 DM/17/1397 Winden, Mill Lane: DM/17/1372 Charlcote, Oldlands 
 0553 DM/17/1638 Half Moon, HH Road: DM/17/1695 Maythorne, HH Road and 

DM/17/1456 Wymondley, London Road. 
 0561 Julian Smith updated his housing figures for the MSDC Strategic Framework. 
 Simon Greenwood informed the Council that a tender document has gone out to 

potential builders for the Barn Field housing development of 14 houses (mix of units).  



 

Page 2 of 4        BPC Minutes 14 June 2017 
 

 Other parishes have not sought planning permission for change of use for their 
telephone boxes so ST will mobilise volunteers to convert the station box. 

 RR will replace the faulty Bramble Hall cooker and the URC has been notified. 
 
0570. Planning       

 DM/17/1955 and DM/17/1966 (Listed Building Consent) Brantridge Park, Brantridge 
Lane Conversion of Listed main building to a single family dwelling, with internal 
and external alterations and extensions, new tennis court building, swimming pool, 
new lodge house and new equestrian complex in the grounds, to include 2 x 1 bed 
units in the stable building for grooms accommodation and a horse walker – No 
objection, Balcombe Parish Council wholeheartedly support this application. 

 DM/17/0496 13 Newlands - Alterations to rear elevation to include installation of 1 
set bi-fold doors – No objection  
 DM/17/2114 Clays Lake, Parish Lane, Pease Pottage Amendments to permitted flood 
alleviation scheme at Clay's Lake - No objection to the enlargement of the dam and borrow 
pit, nor to the provision of the steps, wider access track or building.   The council appreciate 
that the flood mitigation is necessary and the site remains isolated. We note that the existing 
traffic management continues to be in place permitting only limited use of the access track to 
the High Street, but again there is no Environmental Assessment for the low usage track onto 
the  High Street which seems to be an omission. 
 DM/17/2223 Wayside, HH Road - Proposed two storey five bedroom detached house 
and separate double garage - We object to this application. The site falls outside the 
recently re-defined built up area of the village and is therefore not allocated for 
residential development. A house of this size fulfils none of the objectives of the made 
Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan.  There is no formal, written confirmation from 
Natural England that the area of Ancient Woodland within the development zone has 
been de-classified.  In addition some of the surveys upon which the ecological report 
relies have not been completed or are missing (bat survey and tree report).     The 
proposed buffer zone from Ancient Woodland to the edge of the finished building 
needs to properly defined and the position of the property accurately fixed with 
coordinates to enable this to be done.  We have serious concerns regarding the impact 
of the development on the adjacent property (Robinshaw). 

 

0571. Financial 
 May Cash Book Receipts & Payments were circulated and noted. 
 
0572. Review and adoption of Standing Orders (SO) 
 SG is in the process of reviewing SOs and will report in advance of the July meeting. 
 
0573. To highlight and comment on the School Parking TRO consultation 
 The consultation was noted and BPC have no objection. 
 
0574. Review of representation on, or work with, external bodies  
 Cllr Gould has resigned from the Victory Hall Management Committee and Cllr Flint 

has taken over.  West Sussex ALC (Association of Local Councils) – Cllrs Metcalfe 
and Stevenson will share responsibility. Mid Sussex ALC – Cllr Taylor is happy to 
continue to represent BPC.    St. Mary’s Trust is still in a state of flux. 

 
0575. To agree a grant of £1,500 to Balcombe School for training and furniture 
 It was resolved to grant £1,620 to Balcombe School (Section 137 funding) for mats,  
 boxes, cushions, and Forest School equipment/training. 
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0576. Balcombe Fete (15 July) arrangements 
 AS will compile a rota for attendance during the afternoon, SG can help set up.   BPC 

will run a Scarecrow Competition and RR will ask for a scarecrow from each club, 
CD will do a poster.   Dog bags will be offered. 

 

 Cllr Greenwood left the room 
 

0577. Report on Oil 
 Cuadrilla sent a letter to all Balcombe households stating that in autumn they intend 

to apply for permission for the same scope of work that was granted in 2014.   West 
Sussex County Council (WSCC) has asked for new ecological surveys to be done.   
RR will update the website.   The 2017 Conservative manifesto details plans to 
change legislature so that “non-fracking drilling will be treated as permitted 
development.”  Non-fracking drilling includes all drilling that uses less than 2.2 
million gallons of fluid. This means that applications will not go through full planning 
scrutiny at a local level.   UKOG are drilling at Broadford Bridge which is 
kimmeridge clay similar to Balcombe; expected to finish 29 June. 

 

  Cllr Greenwood re-entered 
 

0578.   Report from the Victory Hall Management Committee 
 Quotes for maintenance work are being secured for a number of areas, including parts 

of the roof. The VHMC agreed to replace the external double doors nearest Stockcroft 
Road based on a quote from Wood & Wisdom. 

  
0579. To decide Councillor interest in the following categories (Plans & 

Neighbourhood Plan),   (Youth, Recreation & Wellbeing),  Traffic, (Assets, 
Halls, PCC), Public Transport, (Access & Rural),  (Business & Commercial), 
Infrastructure funding, Safety & Security, (Day to Day finance and HR) and Oil 

 Councillors will consider their interests and skills sets and AS will contact Cllr 
Whybrow to see where his interests lie: groups to be formalised in July. 

 
0580.  Correspondence  
 O9 Seafarers UK – Merchant Navy Day – to be copied to Derek Earl 
 W5 Footpath 26B has now been repaired 
 O27 Balcombe Babies are facing closure because lack of leaders 
  
0581. Exchange of information 
 SG asked that the Ranger weed Bramble Hall front and back gardens 
 Epicormic growth is obscuring vision at Mill Lane – RR to report  
 Russettings Care Home invited attendance for National Care Day 15 June – timings
 unknown 

 NG is talking with Repower Balcombe about possible grants for more efficient 
lighting in Bramble Hall and the possible conversion of street lighting to LED. 
 NLS highlighted a Parish BBQ on Sunday 13 August at the Cricket Ground. 
Sadly David Fellows and Joan Thomason have passed away. 

 
0582. To decide on the nominee for the MSDC Community Service Award 
 The nominee was agreed (in camera).   This will be minuted when the invitation has 
 been sent by MSDC.  
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There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.27 pm.   
 

THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 12 JULY 2017 AT 
8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 12 July 2017 


