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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HAL L 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), 
Lisa Greer (LG), Charles Metcalfe (CM), Max Preston Bell (MPB), Alison Stevenson (AS), 
Sue Taylor (ST) and Mark Whybrow (MW) 
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
0639. Public Participation 

 Karin Schulte questioned the timing of the distribution by BPC of a flyer to all 
residents about the District Plan Modifications Consultation, leaving little time for 
residents to react.    She asked that her comments be noted and will be registering the 
same direct with Mid Sussex District Council.   Councillors were also concerned that 
the level of consultation with parishes was inadequate and explained that due to the size 
of the documents the full implication of the policy changes affecting Balcombe and 
other villagers had only recently come to light.    
Michael Mylne asked whether Mid Sussex had fulfilled their legal requirement to 
properly engage and inform residents/parish councils. 

 
0640. Co-option of new Parish Councillor 
 Jackie Emery and Michael Mylne were invited to say a few words about their suitability 

for the role.    After questioning from the floor they then vacated the room and a vote 
took place.    Jackie Emery was elected to be co-opted as the new Balcombe Parish 
Councillor and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Offer. 

 
0641. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest 

 Cllr Greenwood declared pecuniary interest in Item 8 (0645) Planning Balcombe Place, 
possibly Item 12 District Plan (0643), 11 Oil (0648), he also declared a personal 
interest in Item 8 (0645) Planning Balcombe House.   Cllrs Emery, Flint, Greer, 
Metcalfe and Taylor declared a personal interest in Item 11 Oil (0648) as members of 
Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.    
 

0642. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 October 
 The Minutes 11 October were signed as a true record.    

 
0643. To report on BPC’s response to the District Plan modifications consultation 

 The consultation papers were lengthy and the implications great. The changes allow up 
to 10 houses to be built on sites that touch the village boundary, even on sites outside 
our Neighbourhood Plan, they increase the numbers of houses from 42 to 79 and they 
draw into question the provision of affordable housing in the village.   BPC has been in 
contact with other parishes that are similarly affected and is considering a collective 
response.  A flyer has been distributed to all residents (thanks were extended to MW) 
and a website post will hopefully mobilise residents to object to the modifications.       
BPC will also be asking if MSDC will fund the rerun of the Neighbourhood Planning 
process (£25,000) if these changes go ahead.   Letters had gone out to our MP and Gary 
Marsh the District Councillor.   Action : AS to contact Claire Tester at the AONB, a 
collective response to be drafted,  CM, AS, NG & ST to attend a Mid Sussex training 
event to air these issues, RR to attend the MSALC meeting, MW will do a small flyer 
for commuters and a FB banner post.  The Localism Act and the Town & Country Act 
will be reviewed.  Carol Jarvest and Catherine Dennison are assisting.    
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Other important implications include a proposed relaxation rules on accessibility 
provision in flat blocks of less than 10 flats, contrary to requirements in the building 
regulations.   
There were also repercussions on renewable energy projects.   In summary Councillors 
were in agreement that the proposed modifications take no consideration of our made 
Neighbourhood Plan or our status in the AONB which should always allocate housing 
according to needs and not take strategic housing.  AS was thanked for her work. 

 
0644.  Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk  
 0626   RR will attend a January course on General Data Protection Regulation 

Compliance. 
 0629 Fly-tipping posters had gone up in Crawley Lane but there had been fly-tipping 

in Paddockhurst Lane which has still not been cleared.  More posters to go up. 
 0630 Vicky Cripps has undertaken the interim audit 
 0633 Balcombe Stores has been nominated in the Countryside Alliance Oscars and 

MPB is finishing the Balcombe Sawmill nomination 
 0627 DM/17/3589 Catnap – the Lawful Development Certificate granted  
 DM/17/3637 The Cottage, High Street granted 
 0570 DM/17/1955 & 1966 Brantridge Park will go to Planning Committee on 9 Nov 
  
0645. Planning           
 DM/17/4034 New Barns, Brantridge Lane - Demolition of existing barn & erection of 

new 3 bed roomed residential dwelling with garage - If the proposal meets the criteria 
under Paragraph 55 of the National Planning Policy Framework then Balcombe Parish 
Council have no objection.   
DM/17/4039 Balcombe House, London Rd - Reserved Matters Application for 
erection of a 4 bedroom detached house in the grounds of Balcombe House – 
Given that the house already has outline planning permission despite our earlier 
comments we would just note that these designs are an improvement on those 
previously submitted. 
DM/17/4162 Blackthorn, Stockcroft Road - Conifer (T1 & G5) - Fell.  Conifer (T2) 
- Crown to 5m.  Apple (T3 & T4) - Fell.  Conifer (T6) - Remove snapped limb (in 
neighbouring garden) - No objection, but we regret the loss of the apple trees, 
however we defer to the Tree Officer. 
 

Cllr Greenwood left the meeting 
 

 DM/17/4197 Balcombe Place, Haywards Heath Rd - Change of use of existing  
Building: C2 residential institutions to C3 single family dwelling – No objection. 
 

Cllr Greenwood re-entered 
 

DM/17/4262 The Knoll, Stockcroft Rd - Single storey rear extension- No objection. 
DM/17/4416 Verge, opposite Bretts Cottage, HH Road - (T1) Horse Chestnut - fell 
to ground and grind out stump – No objection. 
DM/17/4234 Land Adjacent to BT, Stockcroft Road - (G1) reduce branches back 
from BT building by 3m tbc. Holly (T1) reduce height by 5m – No objection. 
 

0646.   Planning – to consider late applications received after publication of Agenda   
 DM/17/4546 Stumble Ridge, Oldlands Ave – T1 Silver Birch fell – Noting that there is 

TPO on the birch we are not convinced that there is a good reason to remove. 
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0647. Financial 
 October Cash Book Receipts and Payments were circulated and noted.    The success of 

Bramble Hall revenue at over £1000/month was noted.    VAT refund received.  
  
 Cllr Greenwood left the meeting 
 

0648.  Report on BPC’s response to Cuadrilla application to flow test at Lower Stumble 
 ST reported that a group are taking the previous response/objection and updating it; at 
present some of those who contributed before have been asked to help.   Councillor 
involvement was questioned and so ST will formally set up a working group inviting 
previous members to participate; MPB, CM, AS & ST will be involved as Councillors.   
The need for transparency and formality was noted.  ST highlighted that if the flow 
rates are successful in Weeks 2/3 then activity would cease and an application for 
production would be submitted.   An extension to 30 November will be necessary in 
view of the concurrent District Plan consultation – RR to action.  

 

 Cllr Greenwood re-entered 
 

0649. To decide whether to allocate Reserves Policy drafted by Cllr Flint  
 New information had come to light that there is provision within the Local Government 

Miscellaneous Provisions Act (section 19) to give grants to village halls, and therefore 
there would be no limit to funding as there is with Section 137.   MF stated that each 
working group should consider their budgets for next year and allocate reserves where 
necessary.    This would be discussed next month.    AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex) had 
advised that the issue of MF’s involvement in discussion and voting on Victory Hall 
issues could be dealt with through the Clerk granting Dispensation.   In this way MF’s 
appointment to the VH Management Committee would not be ineffectual.  

 
0650. To consider setting up dedicated emails for Councillors 
 The question of dedicated Parish Council email addresses had been raised in Councillor 

training and in view of new Data Protection legislation and personal privacy 
implications it was agreed that this would be prudent.    MW will progress this. 

 
0651. Reports from Groups 
 Plans & Neighbourhood Plan 
 A meeting with Julian Smith to discuss the Rectory site has been organised. 
  Traffic 
 The Group have discussed and organised the Penland Farm base data traffic survey, 

have agreed a traffic response to the Cuadrilla application and are following up the 
Consultants/Surveyors for the central village proposals.    WSCC have installed a 
bollard outside Threads to stop lorries mounting the pavement.     

 Assets, Halls, PCC  
 The Victory Hall has secured a second quote for roofing thanks to Rob Greer. 
 Public Transport 
 The ticket machine is still erratic. There is a Defib near the Station Ticket Office.   
 Access & Rural 
 LG mentioned litter in the viaduct layby – RR will investigate.   CD had identified 

incriminating information in the fly-tipping on Paddockhurst Lane but the rubbish has 
still not been cleared – RR to chase. 

 Business & Commercial 
 There is a new business in the village, Karosel Domestic Services in Deanland Road. 
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  Safety & Security 
 SG noted that the police are keen that any crime or suspicious activity is reported, this 

will be reinforced in the Parish Magazine.  
 
0652.  Correspondence  
 O1 The West Sussex Mediation Service had requested a £100 grant – this was agreed.  
  
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.35 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY  
13 DECEMBER 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 13 December 2017 


