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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), Lisa Greer (LG), 
Charles Metcalfe (CM), Max Preston Bell (MPB), Alison Stevenson (AS) and Sue Taylor 
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
0603. Public Participation 
 Malcolm Kenward had a brief query about utility companies and tree pruning.  
 
0604. Declarations of personal or pecuniary interest 

 Cllr Greenwood declared pecuniary interest in Item 17 Oil (0618)   Cllrs Flint, Greer, 
Metcalfe and Taylor declared a personal interest in Item 17 Oil (0618) as members of 
Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.   Cllr Flint declared a personal/ 
prejudicial interest in Item 12 (0613) Victory Hall as a member of the Victory Hall 
Management Committee: he would be required to leave the room once discussion on 
grants to the Hall was instigated.  

 
0605. Apologies for absence 
 Cllrs Dutton and Whybrow had given apologies. 
 
0606. To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 12 July and 7 August 2017 
 The Minutes 12 July and 7 August were signed as a true record.    
 

0607.  Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk  
  The following applications have been granted:  
 0570 DM/17/2114 Clays Lake and, despite our objection and the objection of the 

Ecological & Tree Officers, DM/17/0223 Wayside, Haywards Heath Road – the lack of 
District Plan was a contributing factor. 

 0588 DM/17/2497 Bramerton, Victoria Road: DM/17/2310 5 Council Cottages, 
Deanland Road: DM/17/2394 Ridgecote, Mill Lane: DM/17/2681 & 2680 Great 
Coopers Corner Farm, Handcross Road all granted. 

 DM/17/2361 Land Parcel in Crawley Lane was refused. 
 0602 DM/17/2830 Kernow, Deanland Road granted. 
 0591 A conversation with the police about CCTV has revealed that it is illegal to set up 

hidden cameras without signage, so it would be unlikely to be effective.    
 Car parking issues for the St. Catherine’s Walk have been resolved with the kind help 

of Julian Smith and Guy Dutton. 
 Fingerpost work for the church signage scheduled October, prices are being clarified.  

MPB highlighted the fact that the fingerpost at the pub rotates.  
 SSALC’s Trevor Leggo has had a stroke; Cllr Whybrow’s training has been cancelled. 
 The Clerk’s printer has broken and Canon have advised purchase of a new machine at a 

cost of c£129 which was agreed. 
 
0608. Planning          
 DM/17/3306 Charlcote, Oldlands Ave – Repollard two limes – No objection

 DM/17/3317 The Pines, Deanland Road - (T1) Pine - remove 3 lowest branches 
overhanging verge back to main trunk. Remove large branch overhanging cable back 
to trunk and reduce other branch overhanging cable back to first fork. Remove 4 lowest 
branches back to trunk on the garden/house side – No objection  
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0609. Planning – to consider late applications received after publication of Agenda   
 AP/17/0042 - 2 Troymede - There has been an Appeal against a planning refusal by 

MSDC.   Originally BPC had no objection but questioned the accuracy of the plans in 
the application.   It was agreed that Councillors’ opinions had not changed 
substantially, that there had only been two letters of complaint from neighbours and so 
no further action was needed.   CM would review the documents after the meeting. 
 

0610. Financial 
 July & August Cash Book Receipts & Payments were circulated and noted.   
 
0611. Review and sign off of BPC Standing Orders (SO) 
 Minor amendments had been made: Standing Orders were ratified and signed by CM, 
 
0612. Notification of the resignation of Neil Lindsay-Stewart and therefore a Casual 

Vacancy for a Balcombe Parish Councillor 
 MSDC have been notified of the resignation and vacancy and the notice has been 

published which gives a deadline of 20 September if the electorate want to call an 
election.   After this time the Co-option process can be instigated. 

 
0613. To consider the request from the Victory Hall to contribute to the running costs of 

the Victory Hall toilets (between £500 – £1000 a year) 
 MF reported that the VHMC had transferred to a water meter and as a result their water 

bill had increased by £1,000.   In view of the fact the building houses the only “public 
toilets” in the village they have asked for a contribution of between £500 - £1000/year. 

 

 Cllr Flint left the room 
 

 Councillors felt that external use by the public was negligible, there was no signage to 
indicate that these were public toilets and the Victory Hall is already given £4,500 a 
year.  There was also not enough information on public usage.  It was also pointed out 
that the Parish Council only have a limited amount of money to give to external 
organisations and the Victory Hall already had a significant proportion of that.   A vote 
was taken which was to decline the request. 

 

 Cllr Flint re-entered 
 

 It was reported that quotes for Victory Hall roof work were proving difficult to obtain 
and Cllr Greenwood volunteered an expert who could substantiate the quality of the 
quote that had already been submitted. 

 
0614. Review/reminder of Press Policy 
 CM had recently been interviewed by a BBC Reporter and, despite his wishes, had 

been quoted as Balcombe Parish Council Chairman.  All were advised to read and 
digest the Press Policy and be certain that if they were invited to speak they should not 
be identified as a Parish Councillor.  The Press Policy was reviewed and signed by CM. 

 
0615.   To appoint another Councillor to the Planning team 
 Cllr Gould was appointed to the Plans & Neighbourhood Plan Group and Cllr Metcalfe 

agreed to continue to conscientiously review planning applications in advance of 
meetings and to be the third “expert.”      

 Cllr Greenwood reported that Balcombe Estate is now negotiating with a preferred 
bidder for the Barn Field site and a planning application will go in next year.    
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 The need to control how many houses are built was highlighted.  MSDC had invited 
landowners to re-submit details of proposed sites, along with a general call for sites.  

 
0616. To agree the appointment of the Street Lighting maintenance contractor 
 The Clerk has secured a discount with SSE through the abandonment of the initial 

inspection cycle which had been ineffective last year.  SSE was a competitive quote 
(£1089.90) so it was resolved to sign the Maintenance Contract with SSE. 

 
0617. To agree the appointment of the winter maintenance contractor 
 EFP Gritting had agreed to maintain the same prices as 2016 for ploughing and gritting 

(£275 for gritting and £465 for ploughing/gritting), other companies had been unwilling 
to quote.   It was resolved to appoint EFP. 

   
 Cllr Greenwood left the room 
 

0618.  Report on Oil 
 ST reported that flow testing of the Broadford Bridge site has started and is expected to 

take 14 weeks, this will provide evidence as to whether the Kimmeridge limestone 
zones similar to Balcombe’s would be commercially viable.  KOGL are seeking 
permission for oil and gas operations to continue there for 1 year.  Planners at West 
Sussex County Council have recommended approval. 

 

 Cllr Greenwood re-entered 
 

0619. Reports from Groups 
 Plans & Neighbourhood Plan 
 ST will email the current District Plan Housing Policy (DP5) and RR, NG and ST are 

attending a District Plan update session.   The shortfall in housing numbers demanded 
by the District Plan inspector will be met through a rise in allocations after a 5 year 
period: Balcombe’s allocation will jump from 49 to 81.   The need to define “windfall” 
housing numbers is needed.    AONB should be exempt from this requirement and 
should only be assessed by local need, not national policy.   The impact of housing on 
the Ashdown Forest was now an issue. 

 Youth, Recreation & Wellbeing 
 MSDC are running a Wellbeing course in Bramble Hall but they need two more 

delegates for it to be viable.   It was agreed that BPC should cover the cost of two 
addition people at a cost of £40 if the viability of the course was in doubt. 

 Traffic 
 The Speed Indication Device (SID) was in three locations over the summer.   It has 

been agreed that Balcombe would paint our own APL (Access Protection Lines) under 
WSCC licence: RR was investigating possible contractors.  Bramble Hill will get a 
dropped kerb and Newlands a new pavement.   Church signage was being pursued with 
the help of Richard Speller at WSCC. 

 Assets, Halls, PCC  
 Bramble Hall lighting is being reviewed and quotes sought.  It is hoped that revenue 

figures may move above £1,000 a month.   Fortunately the future of the Balcombe 
Baby Group is assured through the Toddler Group volunteers stepping up to run both 
groups.   Quotes are being sought for a broken shower in the Pavilion and the plumbing 
in of the new referee toilet which at present only has the wastewater connection. 

 Public Transport 
 MF is still pursuing resolution of the ticket machine malfunction but Southern simply 

refer travellers to online methods.   A new car parking machine will be installed. 
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 Access & Rural 
 There have been two footpath closures recently, one near the Mineral Stream for 

essential maintenance and one because of drainage issues at Greentrees.    At present 
because of the Interregnum there is no urgent need to appoint a Councillor to St. 
Mary’s Trust/PCC. 

 Business & Commercial 
 SG reported that Balcombe Place is under new management and will be a wedding/ 

event venue. 
 Day to Day Finance and HR 
 MF has written a reserves policy which will go on the Agenda in October. 
 Safety & Security 
 There had been reports of a car driver approaching school children in Stockcroft Road 

last term: the children had ignored the man.   Any residents complaining about 
speeding should be referred to Operation Crackdown.   The police had assured RR that 
they do patrol the Recreation Ground and that if residents do report incidents their 
reports will be anonymous.   

 
0620.  Correspondence  
 04 The Cricket Club had responded to a noise complaint 
 M4 Call for Sites – this has been copied to Julian Smith and Cllr Greenwood 
 024 West Sussex Association of Local Councils AGM 4 October – CD or MW? 
  
0621. Exchange of information 
 The Gardeners’ Autumn Show is on Saturday 9 September  
 The next Balcombe Breakfast for Peru fund-raising is 17 September 
 The French Association “Bubbly Boules, and Brunch” event is 10 September 
 St. Catherine’s Hospice Walk is 10 September 
  
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY  
11 OCTOBER 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 11 October 2017 


