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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF BALCOMBE PA RISH 
COUNCIL HELD 7.30 PM ON 29th MAY 2012 IN THE UNITED  REFORMED 
CHURCH, BRAMBLE HILL, BALCOMBE . 
 
Present:  The Chairman, Members of the Parish Council, together with 10 
members of the public.   
 
1 Apologies for Absence 

Received from Mr & Mrs Gosney, Mr & Mrs Fairweather, Mrs Greig, Mrs 
Hammans, Mr & Mrs Gunning & Mr & Mrs Short  
 

2 To approve the minutes of the previous Annual Paris h Meeting 
held on 18th April 2011 
Proposed by Cllr. Gary Marsh & seconded by Mrs Sue Etheridge the 
Minutes of the meeting, previously having been circulated, were signed 
off by the Chairman as a true & correct record.   
 

3 Matters Arising 
Queries were raised on the traffic rumble strips, the ongoing 
consideration of possible introduction of a controlled parking zone as 
well as renovation of the village finger posts that it was agreed had still 
not been completed.    

 
4 Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman explained that the new Council was well established & 
that the previous system of working groups had been continued.  The 
former Chairman, Robin Williamson, was continuing as RFO & for this 
she was most grateful. A major task for the Housing & Environment 
Group was dealing with the Neighbourhood Plan & with this in mind 
three presentations had been held in the village, including the school. 
Preparation of this could incur expenditure of around £20k – we were 
seeking financial help with its preparation. Selection of possible 
development sites was ongoing but there was still room for additional 
considerations; proposals would always be most welcome. Safety & 
Security was receiving detailed attention through the NHW scheme, 
local co-ordinators & the PCSO, Jayne Milne. As a result of withdrawal 
of funding the Youth Club had to be closed, but Cllr Carol Jarvest, 
together with assistance from AirS was planning a re-opening using the 
help of local parents where necessary. On the Traffic front Cllr. Rodney 
Saunders had unsuccessfully lobbied both WSCC & the MOT for 
approval to re-instate the Stop sign at the Threads junction of the HH 
Road, but without success.  The promised parking survey by WSCC 
had still not taken place.  However there had been approval given to 
graduated speed controls between the Cowdray & the village, hopefully 
incorporating the High Street. The Speed Watch team are to be thanked 
for their continuing work in monitoring traffic speeds through the village.   

Cllr. Mike Talman had taken over the position of Parish Ranger from 
Ron Stevenson for which the Council was grateful.  The pavilion kitchen 
had been upgraded. Completion of the lighting upgrading was reported, 
there now being 3 columns only needing minor rectification.  
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The Snow Plan had been most successfully implemented & 
improvements for next winter were already in hand for implementation.   

Cllr Lindsay-Stewart heads Funding/Society matters & had been active 
in distributing welcome packs to new villagers, now including a village 
map. 

Matters relating to the Lower Stumble site had taken up a lot of time of a 
working group incorporated for the preparation of a report that had been 
circulated to householders. A questionnaire would follow.  Cllr. 
Saunders was thanked for his input.  Continuing reports would follow 
should any additional plans for development of the site be received. 

5 Financial Report for Year 2011/12 ending 31 st March 2012  
The RFO reported that the annual precept had been held at £60k.  We 
spent less than budget on village organisations & received grants for 
other expenditure, including a generous donation from the Rickets 
family for benches, thus ending the year with a higher than budgeted 
surplus.  The budget for 2012 included provision of £20k for undertaking 
the Neighbourhood Plan.  Should central government funding cover this 
we should end 2012/13 with a higher than planned reserve. 
 

6 Questions from the Floor 
A total of five comments were received from the floor, all relating to 
fracking.  These included criticism of the Parish Council for the manner 
in which they had addressed the problem, the constitution of the 
working group, the need of assurance from the Council as to their future 
handling of fracking matters & the reason from one member of the 
working group refraining from approving the report. Mrs Kathryn Metcalf 
admitted to the meeting that she was the person concerned & gave her 
reasons for her decision.  
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.00 hours.   
 
At the conclusion of the meeting Ms Claire Tester, Head of 
Economic Promotion & Planning, MSDC, gave a talk on 
“Neighbourhood Plans” .  Refreshments were then served. 

 
 
 
Signed ………………………………… 

 
 Date…………………………………… 
 

RG/HS 
 

 

  


