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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2016 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HAL L 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), 
Lisa Greer (LG), Neil Lindsay-Stewart (NLS), Charles Metcalfe (CM), Alison Stevenson 
(AS) and Sue Taylor (ST) 
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
0399. Public Participation 
 Oliver Jackson spoke about Zenda DM/16/4429 and suggested that there was  
 mis-representation because the development would be over-bearing and not properly 

screened.   He conjectured that the increase in roof height was purely to allow for a 
second storey at a later date and this contravened the ruling in the initial application. 

 Helen Nisbet had similar concerns about Zenda DM/16/4429 being over-bearing. 
Building work had started and with the proximity to her property an increased roof 
height will be very noticeable. 

 

0400. Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest 
Cllr Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in Items 15 Neighbourhood Plan 
(0411) and 17 Oil (0413).   He was granted dispensation to stay in the room for both 
items because both were reports not discussions.    Cllrs Dutton, Gould, Metcalfe and 
Stevenson declared a prejudicial interest in Item 13 (0409) Half Moon but would stay 
in the room because it was a brief update.  Cllr Dutton declared a personal interest in 
Item 7 Planning Zenda DM/16/4429 (0404) as a friend of the developer. 

 
0401. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies had been received from Cllr Record (MR). 
 

0402. To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 12 October 2016 
 The Minutes 12 October were signed as a true record.    
 

0403.  Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
  UK Power have now dug the trench and reinstated Lamp 32 in Newlands.  

Unfortunately other Newlands lights are not working but these have been reported. 
0357 DM/16/3692 - Freshfield, Stockcroft Road, DM/16/3641 - 7 Oldlands Avenue, 

 DM/16/3645 - 19 Oldlands Avenue – Various tree work all granted 
DM/16/3700 Greentrees, High Street - granted  
DM/16/3532 Worth Lodge Cottage, High Street - granted 
0379 DM/16/3932 – 2 Combers – granted 
DM/16/4094 – Cuckmere, Stockroft Road – granted 
DM/16/3774 Land to the South of 25 London Road – rejected 
RR had attended the Clerk Networking Day where the Police had highlighted the need 

 to protect residents from fraudsters: this affects every village and town in Sussex.    
 
0404.   Planning  
 DM/16/4429 Zenda, Oldlands Ave - Modification of roof pitch to previously approved 
 detached 3 bedroom bungalow, reference DM/15/3951- Balcombe Parish Council 
 strongly object to this application.    There seems to be no architectural or functional 
 merit in increasing the roof height other than to allow for a future loft conversion.  As 
 stated during the original application we do not believe that this plot lends itself to a 
 two storey house because it would be unneighbourly and overbearing.     
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 Furthermore we condemn this application as “planning by stealth.”  
 
0405. Financial  
 October figures were circulated and noted.  The Bramble Hall blinds and leaflet 

holder invoices paid and VAT Refund received for the first half year.   The Annual 
Return 15/16 had been signed off by PKF Littlejohn LLP.   

 
0406. To give consideration to Budgets 17/18 and to discuss the Precept 17/18. 
 Cllr Taylor urges Councillors to consider budgets for next year and to give thought to 

any unusual expenses which might occur 17/18.   In January the Council notify 
MSDC of the Precept and with services under threat it is prudent to maintain reserves. 

 
0407. Update on recruitment of new Councillor 
 The closing date for applicants is 20 November and Paul Milton has been the sole 

candidate to date: Per Bertelsen may be interested but had not formally applied.    
Once the deadline has passed applicants will be invited to speak at a meeting and then 
votes taken.   In view of the fact that the Chair and Vice Chair are away in December 
it was resolved to carry out this process in January. 

 
0408. To ratify Balcombe Parish Council’s response to the Rail Consultation 
 Cllr Flint had circulated proposed comments but was waiting for responses from GTR 

on certain anomalies before submitting a response.   The suggested service was 4 
trains an hour (2 south, 2 north) but no service direct to London Victoria.  MF is keen 
to include the Gatwick Express in the BPC response because it is a service used by 
villagers.   The consultation deadline is 8 December so the final BPC response will be 
circulated by email before MF submits it: Councillors are in agreement with 
comments made so far.   RR will produce posters and fliers to be handed out to 
maximise commuter response (AS to produce a QR code).  Engineering works, 
staffing ticket office and machine issues are all currently being pursued. 

 
0409. An update from the Save The Half Moon Steering Group 
 Work was progressing on a business plan soon to be circulated and further public 

meetings were scheduled Wednesday 23 and Saturday 26 November.   
 
0410. Election Expense Update 
 MSDC’s Terry Stanley has written again but his figures are still incorrect and many 

are not substantiated.   RR will draft a response and Councillors are invited to submit 
comments: in the meantime ST will visit MSDC Accounts.  It was resolved to 
continue to withhold payment on both outstanding invoices. 

 
0411. Future Neighbourhood Plan strategy 
 Cllr Stevenson explained that in the last 10 years the village had undergone a number 

of visioning exercises including the 2007 Parish Plan, Infrastructure Plans and the 
current Neighbourhood Plan.   The results of these exercises had guided BPC 
strategy, leading to the formation of the working groups through to the document 
which was signed off by MSDC in September 2016.    Although the Neighbourhood 
Plan only deals with development sites and housing these in turn predominantly 
impact on traffic, planning and facilities.   There was a need to make sure that all 
Councillors played a part in the delivery of the commitments within the Plan and that 
the new recruit could bring commitment and skills.    



 

Page 3 of 4        BPC Minutes 9 November 2016 
 

 AS will summarise and prioritise so that the working groups are expanded to deal 
with all issues affecting the village.   CM thanked her for her work. 

   
0412.  Young People 

Cllrs Dutton and Lindsay-Stewart had carried out further consultation with young 
people on the school bus (39 responses) and had come to the conclusion that at this 
present time there is no need for further youth provision.    Our young people are 
already actively engaged in many different clubs and societies and there is also a 
monthly Church Youth Club (Locus) which they are keen to support and not compete 
with.  They have already volunteered to help Denise Vickerstaff with Locus.    They 
were thanked for their efforts and Councillors agreed with their findings.   ST 
reported that Locus may want funding for a Youth Worker and that she had instructed 
them to write to BPC.   Using volunteers and perhaps Duke of Edinburgh participants 
was seen as a more favourable model.  It was noted that Tiggers Pre-School was 
struggling to find a Treasurer.   It was agreed to give William Burke £30 for his 
Youth Club letter. 

 
0413. Oil 
  Cllr Taylor said that there had been objections to the UKOG Markwells Wood 

 application from Portsmouth Water and The South Downs National Park. 
 
0414. Health, Safety and Security 
  It was highlighted that you could dial 105 if there was a power cut to link to UK Power 

 Networks who are responsible for electricity cabling in the South East.    The Mid Sussex 
 District Council Wellbeing Group is offering free weight-loss and diabetes 
 programmes for £12 for a 12 week course.    

 
0415. Traffic 
 RR will chase Richard Speller for the names of contractors to cost out some of the 

traffic and parking project proposals for the village centre.   
 
0416. Facilities and Amenities  
 The blinds in Bramble Hall look excellent and outside lighting is being investigated.   

There had been repairs to the pavilion gutters because of vandalism.    
 
0417. Environment, Wildlife & Footpaths  
 The dedication documentation for the new footpath from the station car park has been 

received.    The repair work on various footpaths is delayed until December.   
Fingerposts need replacing at points on Footpaths 30 and 4C.  

   
0418. Report from the Friends of St. Mary’s Trust  
 A meeting will take place when a new Chair has been appointed. 
 
0419. Report from the Victory Hall Management Committee 
 A survey has been distributed to all villagers.    The Christmas Tree Society has 

donated £1,500 towards a new external side door. 
 
0420. Correspondence 
 O9    RR has established that Bramble Hall is still zero-rated for Business Rates. 
 M3    The Warm Home Discount scheme will be highlighted in the Parish Magazine. 



 

Page 4 of 4        BPC Minutes 9 November 2016 
 

 M7    Cllrs AS & ST to attend the District Plan briefing session 22 November. 
 O10  Drawings have been received from Alan Smith and we are awaiting news on 

 our WSCC Community Highways Scheme application before pursuing 
 further. 

 O7 There is a surfeit of volunteers for Christmas Day if anyone is aware of a need. 
  
0421. Exchange of Information 
 LG informed Councillors that a reptile survey has been conducted for Wayside 
 BA/16/3979 and there have been two other objections from neighbours.   The access 
 route is being re-configured. 
 RR is investigating the need for “change of use” permission from MSDC for the 
 Telephone Kiosk.  ST is investigating contractors for the renovation. 
 Shale World has invited AS to speak – she is reluctant but will check the Agenda. 
 Southern Water has requested Direct Debits to make the transition to Business 
 Stream easier. 
 The Royal British Legion is still looking for a Secretary and Treasurer. 
 Someone is needed to take over the Parish Magazine advertising. 
 Cllr Flint may investigate the Tigger’s Treasurer role. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.07 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HEL D ON WEDNESDAY 
14 DECEMBER 2016 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   

 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 14 December 2016 


