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MINUTES OF A PLANNING MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18 AUGUST 2016 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Katherine Daniel (KD), Carol Dutton (CD), Martin Flint (MF), Nicky Gould (NG), 
Lisa Greer (LG), Neil Lindsay-Stewart (NLS) & Sue Taylor (ST)    
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council.  
 
In the absence of Cllr Metcalfe (Chair) it was agreed unanimously that Cllr Daniel should 
preside as Chair.   
 
0346. Public Participation 
 David Jacobs objected to the Elkanah application and asked Councillors to think 

about the design as well the size, scale and position.  He said that it had no 
architectural merit for the conservation area and suggested that an oak-frame building 
may be better, without doors. 

 David Leech asked the Council to stick with their original view to allow the garage.   
He explained that they had built the house with a keen sense of environmental issues, 
had consulted neighbours and the frontages’ association and had tried to build as 
sensitively as possible.   He listed other village precedents of garages in front of the 
building line.  They had only submitted the garage application separately because 
they had been advised to remove the garage from the original application at the last 
minute by a planning official.  He felt that they had been “victims” of the planning 
system with difficulties emanating from the conservation report about loss of green 
space.   He believed that no harm would be done to the conservation area and the 
Elkanah application would improve it: the high hedge would hide the garage anyway. 

 Philippa Schwarz spoke about Elkanah and the fact that she had not originally 
objected to the garage as being an oversight.   Her master bedroom overlooks the area 
and it would be overbearing in the extreme.   She was grateful to David Leech for 
consulting with her and he had compromised with height dimensions; but she would 
still be left with a brick wall and roof.  Her other concern was that the existing hedge 
would probably die, further exaggerating the impact of the garage.    She also made 
reference to the wording which justified the incorporation of Deanland Road into the 
Conservation Area, making reference to its large, green front gardens and hedges. 

 David Leech explained that loss of view was not a planning consideration and that he 
had modified the roof height; he was happy to raise the hedge level.   Design is 
subjective and he thought that matching bricks would be better than an oak frame. 

 Pete Dutton representing Balcombe Cricket Club asked for the support of the Council 
with their application to extend the pavilion to accommodate the growing club.  At 
present there was not adequate changing space and these modifications would solve 
this problem.   The club had no intention of holding extra functions or increasing bar 
time and in fact noise would be reduced because the function room inside would be 
larger.  

 
0347. Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest 

Cllr Dutton declared a personal interest in Item 4 (0349) as a member of the 
Balcombe Cricket Club Committee.   

 
0348. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies received from Cllrs Metcalfe, Greenwood, Record and Stevenson. 
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0349. Planning 
 DM/16/2454 Elkanah, Deanland Road, RH17 6LT - Proposed detached garage.  The 
 Parish Council had a split vote on this proposal, but acknowledging issues raised by 
 neighbours and some Councillors the following comments were made.    

There was a perceived over development of the site; the scale and position of the 
 garage on the plot was not good; it was contrary to the emerging Neighbourhood Plan;  
 it would have a detrimental impact on the immediate neighbour; it was anticipated 
 that there would be damage, if not death, of the screening hedge due to the proximity 
 of the garage.   BPC also noted the Conservation Officer’s comments.  

DM/16/2816 Balcombe Cricket Club – Extension of existing cricket pavilion 
 consisting of one east and one west extension of the central pavilion, and the addition 
 of covered areas to provide shelter in case of rain.   It was noted that there had been 
 concerns about increased noise and social activity but the Cricket Club had assured 
 Councillors that this would not be the case.   No objection.  

DM/16/2535 Hillrise, Bramble Hill, RH17 6HR – New pitched roof and alteration to 
 fenestration at ground & first floor & additional roof light to north elevation – No 
 objection.   

DM/16/2738 and 2739 Sherlocks, High Street RH17 6QQ - Garden room extension to 
 ancillary building – No objection 

DM/16/3013 12 Combers, RH17 6NE – Single storey extension to the rear elevation 
of the detached house.   BPC have no objection to the orangery but would like to 
clarify whether concrete paving is proposed over the entire rear garden.   If this is the 
case then we would object to the paving wanting something more environmentally 
friendly which would not promote run-off onto neighbouring properties.   
DM/16/2852 Prospect Cottage,  Haywards Heath Road, RH17 6PG Demolition of 
conservatory and construction of a single storey side extension, first floor rear 
extension and internal alterations. We object to the design of this extension and would 
like it to be re-worked to avoid the stark brick wall which will face the road and is 
contrary to the ideals set out in our Neighbourhood Plan Design Guide.   The 
aesthetics of a plain brick block which doesn’t match the rendered walls of the house 
and is positioned flush with the façade are not desirable 

 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.22 pm.   
 
THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 
14 SEPTEMBER 2016 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL. 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 14 September 2016 


