
 

Page 1 of 4        BPC Minutes 14 December 2016 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 14 DECEMBER 2016 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Simon Greenwood (SG), Lisa Greer (LG), Neil Lindsay-Stewart 
(NLS), Mat Record (MR), Alison Stevenson (AS) and Sue Taylor (ST) 
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
In the absence of both Chairs, Cllr Simon Greenwood was elected to chair the meeting.. 
 
0422. Public Participation 
 Max Preston-Bell gave an update from the Save the Half Moon Steering Group.  Half 

of the money has been raised and a lender has come forward who may be prepared to 
cover the VAT, which would absolve BPC of any need to be involved.   There is a 
need to re-apply for the Asset of Community Value listing, and Max pointed out that 
if the village did not raise enough to buy the pub, there would be a question mark 
about the success of any future actions to stop a possible change of use.  

 

0423. Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest 
Cllr Greenwood declared a personal interest in Item 7 Planning (0428) Balcombe 
House (relative) and Item 16 (0435) Cricket Club grant, and a prejudicial interest in 
Item 20 Oil (not discussed).   Cllr Dutton declared a personal interest in Item 16 
(0435) Cricket Club grant.    Cllrs Dutton, Stevenson and Taylor declared a 
prejudicial interest in Item 11 (0427) Half Moon as investors.   Cllr Taylor declared a 
personal interest in Item 7 Planning (0428) The Paddock as a neighbour. 

 
0424 Apologies for absence 
 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Flint (MF), Gould (NG), and Metcalfe (CM) 
 

0425. To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 9 November 2016 
 The Minutes 9 November were signed as a true record.    
 

0426.  Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
  0403 All Newlands lights are now working but lamp 69 in Jobes Twitten plus one in 

London Road are not operational. WSCC lights on the Haywards Heath Rd reported. 
0408 MF submitted the Balcombe Parish Council response to the Rail Consultation 
0357 DM/16/3756 & 3760 Monks, London Road granted 
0379 DM/16/4015 Beechcroft, Stockcroft Road, DM/16/3941 Keepers Cottage, High 

 Street, DM/16/3779 St. Leonards, Haywards Heath Road - all granted 
DM/16/3979 Wayside, Haywards Heath Road withdrawn 
0380 DM/16/4275 Glenmore, Deanland Road, granted 
0404 DM/16/4429 Zenda, Oldlands Ave – withdrawn  
The village green sign has been removed for repair 
The adoption of the phone box opposite the station has been instigated  
 
Cllrs Dutton, Stevenson & Taylor left the room 

 

0427.   An update from the Save the Half Moon Steering Group 
 SG suggested that if Balcombe Parish Council were not asked to lend VAT then it 

would simplify matters and it would mean that other Councillors may step forward to 
invest.  If that happens then any decision on pub issues at future meetings may not be 
possible, because the meetings would not be quorate.   Cllr Record reported that some 
parishioners had expressed concern about Council involvement and the risk.    
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 He questioned whether this was ultra vires, but the Clerk assured him that the Sussex 
& Surrey Association of Local Councils had been consulted and said that it was 
possible to enter into such an arrangement as long as safeguards were in place.  At 
present the Group are £160,000 short and face a possible VAT bill of £69,000, but 
Max Preston Bell reiterated that they were less concerned by this issue now the other 
lender is in the equation.  SG summarised to say that the will to help is there, but 
there are complications. 
 

Cllrs Dutton, Stevenson & Taylor re-entered the room 
 

0428. Planning  
 DM/16/4080 1 Minette Cottages, London Road – this application has been re-released 
 because of an omission in the description, but our previous ruling has taken account 
 of the patio on the drawing and so RR will notify the Planning Officer. 
 DM/16/4417 14 Bramble Mead – Single storey side extension with lean-to style 
 pitched roof – No objection 
 DM/16/5026 Dean Land Shaw – Work to reduce the size of various oaks – No 
 objection we defer to the Tree Officer. 
 DM/16/5002 Kibo House, Stockcroft Rd - Oak (T1) reduce tree all over by 3m - The 
 work proposed is unlikely to resolve the wall or path issues but Balcombe Parish 
 Council defer to the Tree Officer. 
 DM/16/5155 2 Shenley Barn, Jobes – Fell oak (T1) We object to the felling of this 
 oak tree seeing no grounds to remove an established tree which is in good  health.  
 There has been no detailed information supplied to substantiate the request to fell. 
 DM/16/5040 Balcombe House, London Road - Proposed four bedroom detached 
 dwelling.   We object to this application because it is not the sort of accommodation 
 that the village needs and, whilst we recognise its merits, it does not fulfil any of the 
 criteria for housing need within our Neighbourhood Plan 
 DM/16/5108 Fairholme, Stockcroft Rd - Rear extension to detached property.  This is 
 an application to establish whether the development is lawful.  We defer to MSDC. 
 DM/16/5411 The Paddock, Stockcroft Rd –T1  Fell one conifer – No objection. 
 
0429. Financial  
 November figures were circulated and noted.   
 
0430. To give consideration to Budgets 17/18 and to set the Precept 17/18. 
 ST& RR had analysed figures leading ST to predict that we should end the year with reserves 

of about £82,000.    She urged Councillors to estimate their budgets now so that the Precept 
could be set in January before the 31 January deadline.  The general consensus was that it 
should remain the same and it was noted that because the tax base had increased the precept 
figure on the Council Tax bills would appear to have reduced.  Balcombe’s figures are in line 
with other parishes but it was unclear what services other Councils offered.  

 
0431. To discuss the withdrawal of the 37 bus service and the proposed new 40 route  

The 37 bus will be withdrawn from 9 January 2017 but WSCC have provided funding 
for Route 40 to be extended to include Balcombe.  The new service makes use of 
larger buses so the route will be diverted back to Bramble Hill away from Newlands.   
Balcombe bus users are understandably disgruntled at the reduced service.  The Clerk 
has advertised a WSCC Bus Survey widely so people can pass comment (deadline 18 
December).  It was agreed to ask for bus usage figures to see if the withdrawal of 37 
was justified.  
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0432. To address the concerns of the Oldlands Avenue Maintenance Association 
regarding the 37 bus route 

 With the withdrawal of No 37 bus the problem has gone away but the Association had 
written to register the fact that they felt they had not been properly consulted and also 
to express concerns about safety and damage to the road.   It was agreed to write to 
apologise for not carrying out further consultation to individual residents.  

 
0433. Update on recruitment of new Councillor 
 The three applicants have been invited to the January meeting and will have an 

opportunity to make representation and answer questions before Councillors vote.   
Applications will be re-circulated. 

 
0434. To consider Balcombe Flower Club’s request for assistance with bench purchase 
 Councillors were in agreement to allow a bench and maintain it, but asked that there 
 be further consultation on where the bench goes to make sure that it is in an optimum 
 spot where there is a need for an additional bench. 
 
0435. To consider the request from Balcombe Cricket Club for a £2,500 grant 
 It was resolved unanimously to grant £2,500 to the Cricket Club (S137). 
 
0436. To consider the request from the VHMC for a grant of £5,000 for 2017 
 Councillors were minded to give the grant but wanted to see evidence of a 5 year plan 
 of action to be presented at the January meeting before a decision was taken.   The 
 payment of invoices to regain the VAT was a cost effective means of giving money. 
 
0437. Election Expense Update 
 There had been no reply from MSDC on the further request for breakdown of costs. 
 
0438. Health, Safety and Security 
  Two people had come forward for a local wellbeing course so RR will create a poster 

 to publicise this further and it is hoped to organise something in the New Year.  ST 
 will talk to the surgery receptionists.   ST highlighted a scam letter from Lloyds Bank.  

   
0439. Neighbourhood Plan & Traffic 
 AS will work on both of these over the holidays: defer any action to January.  A burst 

water main on the Haywards Heath Road has caused problems and South East Water 
is working to resolve this.   

  
0440. Facilities and Amenities  
 Bramble Hall and the pavilion are in good order and Bramble Hall revenues healthy. 

NG will be asked for budget figures for 2017/18.  
 
0441. Rail 
 MF had submitted the BPC response to the Rail Consultation and MR had spoken to a 

Rail Manager who was confident that the proposed timetabling would go through.   
The BPC fliers to mobilise people to complete the survey had been very successful. 

 
0442. Environment, Wildlife & Footpaths  
 The repair work on various footpaths should take place in December.  Natural 

England and WSCC are due to meet to discuss Greentrees bridleway.    
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0443. Report from the Friends of St. Mary’s Trust  
 The PCC are expecting to select a new Chair in January or February.   Reserves are 

healthy (£15,000 - £20,000). 
 
0444. Youth 
 CD and NLS had attended the last session of the Church group Locus.   We have been 

asked to fund a Youth Worker at a rate of £42 per month so that the group can 
continue with a reduced volunteer element.   It was agreed to fund this until the end of 
our financial year and Councillors were minded to support in this way next year as 
well.  CD and NLS will meet to discuss the rota in the New Year. 

 
0445. Business 
 ST informed Councillors that the Game Shop had re-opened. 
 
0446.  Correspondence 
 M2 ST had submitted notes from the District Plan meeting.  Planners and 

 developers need to work together. 
 O3    ST will draft a response to the Police Precept consultation and circulate to all. 
 W3 Draft Local Minerals Plan – there will be a chance for further representations 

 in the New Year. 
 
0447. Exchange of Information 
 ST reported that there was Honey Fungus in a hedge on Stockcroft Road. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HEL D ON WEDNESDAY 
18 JANUARY 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   

 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 18 January 2017 


