
 

Page 1 of 4        BPC Minutes 12 October 2016 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 12 OCTOBER 2016 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Carol Dutton (CD), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), Lisa Greer (LG), 
Neil Lindsay-Stewart & Charles Metcalfe (CM), Alison Stevenson (AS) and Sue Taylor (ST) 
 

In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council & Katherine Daniel (KD)    
 
0374. Election of Vice Chair 
 Cllr Metcalfe proposed Cllr Gould as Vice Chair (seconded ST) unanimously agreed.  

 
0375. Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest 

Cllr Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in Items 8 Planning (Wayside) (0379), 
16 Neighbourhood Plan (0387) and 18 Oil (0388).   Cllr Lindsay-Stewart declared a 
personal interest in Item 8 Planning (Wayside) (0379) as a neighbour.   Cllr 
Stevenson declared a personal interest in Item 8 Planning (Beechcroft & Glenmore) 
(O379) as friends/neighbour, Cllr Greer declared a personal interest in Item 8 
Planning (Keepers Cottage) (0379) as friends. 

 
0376. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Flint (MF) and Record (MR). 
 
0377. To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 14 September 2016 
 The Minutes 14 September were signed as a true record.    
 
0378.  Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
 0373 KD’s comprehensive notes on the Chair Networking Day are available  
 0349 DM/16/2738 Sherlocks, High Street passed.   
 DM/16/3775 14 Bramblemead withdrawn 

0357 DM/16/3511 Forest Lodge, DM/16/3433 Land to the side of 36 Newlands, 
 DM/16/3489 High Coombe Cottage all granted  
 
0379.  Planning 
 DM/16/3779 St. Leonards, Haywards Heath Rd – Loft conversion with rear and side 

dormers and new garage - No objection to the loft conversion (we note the request for 
opaque glazing).  However, we would want to see a reduction in the garage width to 
allow for maintenance access and to prevent the rainwater guttering overhanging the 
neighbour’s property.  BPC would also like to see the garage set back by a couple of 
brick courses from the front face of the existing house. 

 DM/16/3774 Land South Of Bramley Cottage, 25 London Road,  RH17 6QA - Outline 
planning application for new 3 bed dwelling with hard standing & rear terrace. We 
object to the application because it does not meet any of the sustainability criteria or 
fulfil any of the objectives of the Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan.  We also have 
serious concerns about highway access and visibility within the 50 mph zone. 

 DM/16/3932 2 Combers - Proposed replacement rear single storey garden room & 
 proposed 1st floor side addition. Garage conversion into habitable space with pitched 
 roof over porch – No objection 
 DM/16/3979 Wayside, Haywards Heath Rd -  a new single dwelling and separate 
 double  garage, on the site of former nursery - We object to the application. The site 
 falls outside the built up area of the village and the house fulfils none of the objectives 
 of the Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan nor the sustainability criteria.   The house is 
 within a defined ancient woodland area.   
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In addition the surveys upon which the ecological report relies have not been 
completed. We also have concerns about the impact on the adjacent property of the 
development itself and the creation of an access track. 

 DM/16/3941 Keepers Cottage, High St, - Single storey side extension – No objection 
 but it would have been good to have had reference to a plan showing the full house. 
 DM/16/4094 Cuckmere, Stockcroft Rd – Lime x2, Beech x2 and Maple – various 
 works to reduce – No objection in principle but we defer to the Tree Officer. 
 DM/16/4015 Beechcroft, Stockcroft Rd – Fell lime – No objection. 
 DM/16/4080 1 Minette Cottages, London Rd - Proposed rear and side single storey 
 extensions, removal of chimney and replacement windows on north west elevation -  

No objection to the extension however we believe that appearance from the front 
 elevation could be improved by the addition of a sloping roof in keeping with the 
 original Victorian street scene.   We would suggest that this roof be extended at least 
 as far back as the north first floor window. The loss of the chimney is regrettable.  

 
0380. To consider late applications received after publication of Agenda  
 DM/16/4275Glenmore, Deanland Road – Willow – reduce canopy by no more than 

 2.5 metres – No objection  
 
0381. Financial  
 September figures circulated and noted, Precept received, Bramble Hall figures 

encouraging and ST urged Councillors to consider 17/18 budgets. It was agreed that it 
was not cost-effective to transfer funds to the Public Sector Deposit Fund. 

 
0382. Procedure for recruitment of a new Councillor after Cllr Daniel’s resignation 
 Residents had until 18 October to call an election and if not the formal Co-option 

procedure would be instigated, with applicants invited to apply with a CV.  
 
0383. To consider the approach from the Save the Half Moon Steering Group for BPC 

to apply for a loan on their behalf from the Public Works Loan Board  
 It had been ascertained through SSALC advice that BPC could not apply for a loan. 
 
0384. To give consideration to making a short term loan available to the Save The Half 

Moon  Steering Group to cover the VAT which will be payable on the agreed 
purchase price for the freehold of The Half Moon, repayable when the VAT is 
recovered from HMRC  
Max Preston Bell explained that at the village meeting where c150 people had 
attended they had ascertained that the Community Benefit Scheme (CBS) was the 
way forward and now speed was necessary to maintain a community advantage.  The 
CBS is favoured because it is easy to sell shares, the asset is subject to asset lock, (if 
the CBS folds it can be sold), and it is easier to raise loans.   Current pledges from the 
community were in the region of £240,000, the Half Moon was on the market for 
£385,000 and an offer had been made.   Councillors were kindly disposed towards 
giving help on the VAT through a short term loan, but the decision would be taken at 
an Extraordinary Meeting as soon as a business plan was in place and precise figures 
known.  In the meantime further VAT research is being done and the Clerk will check 
the liquidity of the Nat West account.  LG questioned whether the village would be 
supportive and so RR will draw attention to this in the November Parish Magazine. 

 
0385. Election expense update 
 There had been no update. 
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0386. Phone box at the station – results of the questionnaire and way forward 
 RR will instigate the process to buy the phone box for £1 and ST will put a proposal 

together with costings to turn it into an information station. 
 
 Cllr Greenwood left the meeting 
 

0387. Neighbourhood Plan update 
 The Plan needs to be reviewed every 5 years and design principles applied to all new 

applications: the plan is the mandate for all actions by the Council.   It is imperative 
that a new leader and group are appointed.    In the meantime AS would road map 
further action, Balcombe Estate and Julian Smith would be approached to find out 
their timescales, and we should decide on the infrastructure projects we wanted, so 
we could be ready to apply for maximum allocation of Section 106 CIL money when 
developments are started.   We should also be ready to push for traffic calming 
relevant to any new sites, to be paid for by the developers.   KD suggested that more 
Councillors should be involved: NG, AS and ST are happy to continue. 
 

0388. Oil  
Cuadrilla has been given government approval to frack in Lancashire despite local 
Councillor objections.   UKOG have applied for a 20 year licence at Markwells 
Wood, Forestside, in the South Downs Park.  Another application for more drilling at 
Horse Hill will shortly be considered. 
 
Cllr Greenwood re-entered. 
 

0389. Young People – results of the questionnaire and way forward 
  No update, a new questionnaire is being drawn up. 
 
0390. Health, Safety and Security 

The Wellbeing Group are offering free weight-loss and diabetes programmes for £12 
for a 12 week course.   This will be advertised in the Parish Magazine and the Surgery 
– a minimum of 10 people are needed.   There had been a break-in on Stockcroft 
Road.   SG met the Deputy Chief Constable last month and had stressed the value of 
PCSOs with local knowledge.   KD mentioned that the Warden approach was being 
used by other parishes and in the future there may be a need to cluster together to pay 
for these services. 

 
0391. Traffic 
 Alan Smith’s offer to relinquish some land to widen the Haywards Heath Road was 

progressing but RR will check that Richard Speller was happy for it to be re-built 
parallel to the road, and that Alan should maintain ownership until it has been 
formally agreed.  KD urged caution with land registry.  The SID (speed recognition 
machine) had identified speeding on the Haywards Heath Road.   At the Cluster 
meeting it was suggested that parishes club together to buy one (c£500 each). Modern 
machines have a better battery life and the data is more easily accessible.   APL line 
drawings are with Richard Speller who is recommending Consultants to approach.     

 
0392. Facilities and Amenities  
 The brochure holders had tidied up the Bramble Hall lobby area and blinds are being 

fitted next week.  Gutter repairs had been carried out on the pavilion.  There was a 
need to adjust the lights in Bramble Hall for the dressmakers. 



 

Page 4 of 4        BPC Minutes 12 October 2016 
 

0393. Rail 
 A consultation is currently underway (deadline 8 December) which sets out proposed 

changes to the timetable which will be operated by Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR) 
in 2018.  BPC will publicise this and it will go on the Agenda in November for BPC 
to agree a formal response.  The issue of inadequate disabled access on the South 
platform was discussed; AS believed it was outside current legislation.  Network Rail 
seems to be flouting regulations.   MF & MR to escalate all of these issues with NR. 

 
0394. Environment, Wildlife & Footpaths  
 A few repairs were needed and RR reported that Sue Philipson had ordered a few new 

fingerposts for the footpaths during her recent inspection.    
   
0395. Report from the Friends of St. Mary’s Trust  
 The Service of Thanksgiving for the enhancement programme on Sunday 2 October 

was well supported.  There is now a new Sound System, the Clock, Bells and Stained 
Glass Windows have been repaired and the back of church has been renovated.  In 
future the PCC and Trust will combine to fund raise.  Jeff Thompson has stepped 
down as Chair & Trustee. 

 
0396. Report from the Victory Hall Management Committee 
 A meeting is scheduled and NG recommends that if BPC award a grant for next year 

it should be used within the year and not carried over.  A survey is being compiled for 
villagers to give input. 

 
0397. Correspondence 
 O3   Funding information has been sent to Scouts, VH and Balcombe Cricket Club.  
 O13 Work to repair lights in Newlands is costly but because of the health and safety 

implications the work has been commissioned.   SG suggested that in future quotes 
should be itemised so cost savings with things like trench digging could be secured. 

 O14  CM will attend the Southern Water presentation 4 November. 
 
0398. Exchange of Information 
 Balcombe Place is now empty.  Suggestions welcome. 
 Someone is needed to take over Parish Magazine advertising; ST has resig 
ned. 
 CD asked about the Youth Club competition – RR will check details. 
 The Royal British Legion is looking for volunteers. 
 There is currently a DCLG consultation relating to the proposal to extend referendum 
 principles to certain local councils.   If introduced this would require a local council 
 intending to increase its precept by more than 2% to hold a referendum.   
 KD was thanked for all her work and presented with a gift.  Councillors wished her 
 well for her future in Devon. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.39 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HEL D ON WEDNESDAY 
9 NOVEMBER 2016 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL   

 
 
Signed………………………………………….      Date: 12 October 2016 


