
 
TRAFFIC MATTERS 

 

As well as the proposals for traffic calming in the Neighbourhood Plan, two things have 
dominated traffic in Balcombe this year, the rerouting of the 37 bus to avoid the bottlenecks 
caused by parked cars on Bramble Hill, and the closure of Haywards Heath Road for work by 
South East Water on a water main. The bus rerouting caused vigorous protests from some 
Oldlands (and later, Newlands) residents, and resounding cheers from others. The closure of 
Haywards Heath Road for the laying of a new water main, projected to be completed in three 
months, has caused increased traffic along London Road, and had an adverse impact on some 
businesses in the centre of the village. 
 
The water works that have closed Haywards Heath Road have now been completed, and 
normal traffic flows have now been restored. The solution to the bus route through the village 
is less simple. Achieving a balance between car parking, pedestrian safety in the village centre, 
and traffic passing through the village is a continued challenge. 
 
Improving the centre of the village was one of the most strongly voiced requests in the 
consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan. We are now working with West Sussex County 
Council (WSCC) highways department to find solutions for traffic calming, better parking and 
improved pedestrian access in the centre of the village. The aim is for this to be paid for by 
future developer infrastructure contributions. In the shorter term we are working with WSCC 
to develop a solution to the present problem of HGVs spoiling the grass verges in Newlands. 
We also hope to get white access protection lines (APLs) to alleviate parking problems in the 
village centre and at the bottom of Bramble Hill. 

Charles Metcalfe 

 

Balcombe Parish Council 
www.balcombeparishcouncil.com 

Chairman: 
Charles Metcalfe 

Telephone: 01444 811682 
Email: charlesmetcalfe@btopenworld.com 

 

Clerk: 
Rosemary Robertson 

Telephone & Fax:  01444 811833 
Email: parish.clerk@btconnect.com 

 

Members as at 30 March 2016: 
 Katherine Daniel     01444 811368   Neil Lindsay-Stewart 01444 811699 
 Martin Flint            01444 811518   Mat Record       01444 811269 
 Nicky Gould           01444 811708   Alison Stevenson       01444 811676 
 Simon Greenwood 020 73706830   Sue Taylor       01444 819329 
 Lisa Greer   01444 811191 

 
 

Page 8 
 

 

 
 

Balcombe 
Parish Council 

 
 
 

Annual Report 
2015 - 2016 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Friday 6 March 2016 

7:30 pm in Bramble Hall, Bramble Hill 
SHOWCASING BALCOMBE BUSINESSES 

 
 

RUBBISH FREIGHTER SUNDAY 19 JUNE 2016 

 
Page 1 

 



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
A new-look council   
 

In the parish council elections in May 2015, Balcombe residents elected a very different parish 
council. We have the continuity provided by previous parish councillors Katherine Daniel, 
Simon Greenwood and Alison Stevenson, but Balcombe residents have added Martin Flint, 
Nicky Gould, Lisa Greer, Neil Lindsay-Stewart, Mat Record, Sue Taylor and myself, Charles 
Metcalfe. Catherine Miners was also elected, but resigned after leaving the village later in 2015.   
We are also fortunate to have our Parish Clerk, Rosemary Robertson, who has continued in 
this role.   This is an appropriate moment to thank the ex-parish councillors who have served 
on the council, for varying lengths of time. We are grateful to Botts Bottomley, the late Alan 
Dearden, Catherine Dennison, Peter Huxley, Carol Jarvest, Rodney Saunders, Mike Talman 
and Robin Williamson for the past work they have done on behalf of the village.   There will 
be an election to fill the Councillor vacancy on 5 May 2016 (coinciding with the Police and 
Crime Commissioner election). 
 

This year’s achievements - Undoubtedly the main achievement of the year so far has been the 
Neighbourhood Plan, and its publication by Mid-Sussex District Council. Katherine Daniel has 
been the chief architect of this, ably assisted by Nicky Gould, Mat Record, Alison Stevenson 
and Sue Taylor, with continuing and valued input from ex-councillors Catherine Dennison, 
Peter Huxley and Carol Jarvest. As I write this, our Neighbourhood Plan is available for 
consultation on the Mid-Sussex District Council website. The consultation ends on 7th April, 
so will have finished by the time you read this. The next step is for it to be examined by an 
independent examiner. Fingers crossed that all the hard work that has gone into this will result 
in its approval before long. 
 

We are delighted that a defibrillator has been installed on the outside of Bramble Hall, and will 
be organising training sessions. Thanks to Vicky Buttle, Louisa Delpy, Louise Eldridge, Karin 
Schultz, Alison Stevenson, & Sue Taylor, and to Chris Pierpoint for free installation. 
 

Other matters - The Half Moon has been registered as a Community Asset.  Parking problems 
in the village centre meant that the Sussex Bus Company rerouted the 37 bus along 
Oldlands/Newlands. Several residents complained; others were delighted. More of that in the 
Traffic Report.   Problems of mobile phone reception seem to have been dealt with, after long 
and often frustrating talks with O2, owners of the misbehaving mast.  We have been given 
assurances by Ouse Valley Practice that the Balcombe Surgery will remain open, though the 
dispensary only in the afternoons.  
 

Finally, there is an election on May 5th to replace Catherine Miners as a parish councillor. She 
resigned when she left the village. Please do vote! 
 

Here’s to next year, and the acceptance of our Neighbourhood Plan! 
 

Charles Metcalfe 
 

BRAMBLE HALL 
 

The hall now fulfils a much valued role as a medium sized venue in the centre of the village and 
users are quick to praise its functionality and comfort.  It pays its way through regular bookings 
from a wide variety of small local groups as well as meetings, events and parties. The village 
defibrillator is now installed outside and registered with the Sussex Ambulance Service.  I am 
pleased that we have secured the Hall’s short term future by extending the lease to 2021. 
 

Nicky Gould 
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HEALTH, SAFETY AND SECURITY 
 

Defibrillator - Balcombe now has a public defibrillator (defib) in a yellow cabinet on the wall 
of Bramble Hall. This is a machine used to attempt a revival if someone has had a heart attack. 
The cabinet is locked but the passcode is being shared around the village (drop into Threads 
and Isabel will tell you) and the emergency services will give this passcode to anyone calling 
999.   The defib is very simple to use, once its case is opened, a voice will instruct you and it 
will only give a shock if needed. 
 

What to do in an emergency? 

�  If the victim is not breathing normally dial 999 and ask for an ambulance 

�  Start Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and send for the defib 

�  If trained and able, combine chest compression and rescue breaths, otherwise provide 
compression-only CPR 

�  When the defib arrives, switch it on and follow the instructions. 
 

Welcome Packs are given to all new residents and include a welcome letter, parish magazine, 
a book about Balcombe, a footpath map, and various leaflets from clubs and businesses.   We 
are very happy to include other leaflets. If you are aware of newcomers or have not received 
one yourself please email the address to Sue on suetaylorbalcombe@gmail.com and she will 
deliver a Welcome Pack.  
 

Police Structure Changes - From July we will be losing Jayne Milne, our PCSO, because 
Sussex Police have been told to cut their budget by a significant amount. There will still be 
PCSOs, but they will no longer be assigned to particular villages. In addition, the police will be 
confining their work to serious crime prevention/detection, and will no longer respond to 
matters that they are technically not supposed to eg illegal parking, noise issues and disputes 
between neighbours. There will be an increased reliance on Neighbourhood Watch teams. 
 

Neighbourhood Watch - The Neighbourhood Watch team do a great job – but they need 
more volunteers. If you would like to learn more, please contact email 
carolynrobertson1@btinternet.com or telephone 01444 811732. 
 

Sue Taylor 
FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S TRUST 

 

As the Parish Council representative, I am pleased to report that the Trust is supporting the 
funding of the renovation project for the rear of the church.  We are very grateful to all those 
who have donated over the last year enabling us to carry out this necessary work. 
 

Neil Lindsay-Stewart 
FACILITIES & AMENITIES 

 

We have had a good year with little vandalism and just a few minor repairs needed.   Sadly 
there is a growing litter problem and we have had fly tipping: please report suspicious activity 
to Mid Sussex District Council.   At the time of writing with no extreme weather we have 
saved Snow Plan funds for another year.   Congratulations to Balcombe Football Club who 
have moved up a league but this has necessitated a new dedicated referee toilet in the Pavilion.  
Thanks to Councillor Nicky Gould’s efforts we have enjoyed the services of the Community 
Payback Team clearing pavements and helping to clear brambles in the churchyard.  This 
coming year we should also take delivery of 3 new dog bins.   Two rubbish freighters have 
been booked for the Victory Hall Car Park on Sunday 19 June (landfill and green). 
 

Rosemary Robertson 
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PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT  
 

The most important planning matter during the past year has been the production and 
publication of our Neighbourhood Plan, details of which are given elsewhere in this Report. 
Alongside this we continue to monitor and comment on, usually to the District Council, 
applications for planning consent in and affecting the Parish. We have reviewed the draft 
District Plan and responded where we feel that there are questions, omissions or policies that 
we cannot support. Finally, we have listed the Half Moon Pub as an asset of community value. 
 

Lisa Greer 
PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 

 

Public Rights of Way is a new group within Balcombe Parish Council.  Our footpath and 
bridleway network is an integral part of village life enjoyed by many residents and visitors alike. 
It is important that they remain accessible and clearly marked in addition to the scheduling of 
the necessary on-going repair work to the many signs, bridges and stiles within the parish. Our 
WSCC Access Ranger, Sue Philipson, works hard to facilitate our needs within a limited 
budget.  She has been supported by local volunteer Parish Path Inspectors (PPI) such as Alex 
Henderson, Angela Wentzel and Laurie Dunne.  A big thank you goes to them and in 
particular to Alex, as he has recently hung up his boots after 10 years of sterling work.  If 
anyone wishes to assist in this rewarding role, please do not hesitate to contact either myself or 
Sue Philipson at WSCC.    
 

The Parish Council currently has two on-going areas of concern with regard to public rights of 
way.   It has been reported to BPC that a growing number of local dog walkers are wandering 
at will, and not sticking to the official footpaths.  Most of the trespassing occurs in the fields 
below Balcombe House which regularly contains livestock, often pregnant or with young.  
Please respect our local farmers’ livelihoods by remaining on the designated rights of way and 
keeping dogs under control. Greentrees Farm Bridleway (number 37277).  The Parish Council 
has written a supporting letter to WSCC’s suggestion for partial hard surfacing on this 
bridleway due to boggy ground. The go-ahead for the work has currently been refused by 
Natural England due to it being within a Special Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI).  Thank you 
to all those who have also voiced their support on this matter, as well as other interested 
parties. 
 

Neil Lindsay-Stewart 
n.lindsay-stewart@hotmail.com 
 

 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 

We are hoping that the Neighbourhood Plan is reaching the final stages.  The Final Submission 
Plan, together with other supporting documents including the Sustainability Appraisal and 
Consultation Statement, is with Mid Sussex District Council to go through the various formal 
processes.  By the time you read this, the consultation period will have come to an end and, 
subject to successful completion, our plan will be put forward for independent examination by 
a planning inspector.  We anticipate that their examination will take around 3 months 
depending on their workload and if we get through that hurdle we should be able to run the 
referendum in the autumn of 2016.  All the documents are available on the Parish Council 
website or from the Clerk.  If you wish to make any comments at all please get in touch with 
Mid Sussex Planning department who are collating the responses. 

 

Katherine Daniel  
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YOUNG PEOPLE 
 

Balcombe Youth Club was relaunched in 2010 to provide a weekly meeting place, series of 
events and activities for children aged between 12 and 16.  Over the last 6 years, the club has 
done a very varied mix of activities, led by Youth Club leaders and some local parents, and the 
children have had a lot of fun!  The Youth Club is supported by a bursary from the Parish 
Council which pays for the professional youth leaders' salary.   However, over the last 12 
months attendance has shrunk and the Parish Council are looking at what the youth in 
Balcombe would like from a club; it is reviewing everything from the activities and facilities it 
offers, to the venue and night of the week it is hosted on.  Many youth clubs in other villages 
have fallen by the wayside over recent times so we have to ask ourselves the question "What 
kind of facility for young people do we want to have in our community?" This is a large piece 
of work, and will involve extensive discussion with its users (the children), parents, local 
community groups, the Parish Council (as its source of funding) and other youth clubs.  
Therefore, the existing youth club has been suspended and aims to be relaunched in 
September 2016. 
  
The Youth Club committee has been led by Carol Jarvest for the last 6 years, and in 
January she handed over to Mat Record; he will sit with Lisa Greer, Peter Huxley, Rosemary 
Robertson, Martin Flint (Treasurer) and Catherine Dennison on the committee.  We are 
actively seeking youth club members to be part of the committee too.   We need the support of 
the local community to help build the club and to support it regularly.  Youth clubs today have 
huge competition from lots of other activities (and social media!).  We want to understand 
what teenagers and children would really like in a weekly youth club.  Therefore the Parish 
Council have launched a competition to design and build a stronger, more sustainable youth 
club for the future.   The Parish Council are offering a £225 prize fund to anyone under the 
age of 18 to present what the "youth club of the future" should look like.  The competition 
closes on 31 May 2016; application forms and a brief are available 
from parish@btinternet.com   

Please help support Balcombe Youth Club! 
 

Mat Record 
 

RAILWAY 

Whilst we have experienced an adverse timetable change that means Northbound and 
Southbound services after the peak travelling period are now aligned rather than staggered, the 
Parish Council has continued to develop a relationship with the Station Manager at Balcombe. 
Unfortunately, we were not given an opportunity to consult on the previous changes but there 
will be an opportunity for the next  planned change in December. It is our hope that we can 
reverse the recent timetable change in order to limit the waiting time between off-peak 
services. The major infrastructure improvement programme in London, especially the works 
being carried out at London Bridge station, continue to impact on services.    The Station is 
due to be repainted and ticket office opening may improve once a dedicated staff member is 
recruited. Ticket machine malfunctions and issues continue to be a discussion point with 
Management.   Finally, after the success of last year’s reduction in car park charges, the car 
park continues to be well used, thereby relieving some of the inconsiderate parking on our 
road-sides. 
 

Martin Flint 
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OIL EXPLORATION MATTERS 
 

The Lower Stumble site remains suspended. However, at Horse Hill (ten miles from 
Balcombe), UKOG have had excellent results flow-testing two layers of micrite rock, or 
Kimmeridge limestone. UKOG have achieved a flow rate of over 900 barrels per day (bpd) 
from the upper layer and 450 bpd from the lower layer. UKOG have produced suggested 
proposals for a series of well pads, each with 10 wells. 
 

The rock layer in which UKOG achieved their greatest success is the same upper micrite layer 
that Cuadrilla drilled along horizontally at Balcombe in 2013. Before Cuadrilla could flow test 
this layer their planning permission ran out. Since then they have obtained new planning 
permission to flow test at Balcombe.  We do not know when they will return. As part of their 
planning permission, Cuadrilla is required to establish a residents’ forum. Work must begin by 
May 2017, although Cuadrilla could apply for an extension.  Cuadrilla have leased the Lower 
Stumble site for 30 years, starting from September 2013. 
 

The recent Infrastructure Act has left it unclear what protection is available to areas of 
outstanding natural beauty, such as Balcombe. The redefinition of the term “fracking” by the 
government now means that wells fracked with less than 2.2 million gallons of fluid will not be 
considered as “fracking” regardless of pressure used. The Act also removed property rights. 
Permission from the land owner is no longer required for an oil company to drill under homes 
and farmland. 
 

The future of the Lower Stumble site and the possibility of further drilling in our parish is 
unpredictable given the very positive results at Horse Hill near Gatwick. 
 

Sue Taylor  
 

FINANCE 
 
 

The year to the 31st March 2016 ends with a surplus over the budget of £16,942. This is due 
mainly to under-spending on the snow plan and “Other Projects”.  Last year’s budget for 
“Other Projects” included an amount of £5,000 as contingency should Cuadrilla return to the 
village which was not used. This has been carried forward to the year 16/17. These unaudited 
accounts are prepared on a cash basis rather than an accrual basis.  We have not yet paid Mid 
Sussex District Council for the May 2015 election and as a result election costs are shown as 
zero.  Bramble Hall has been used by the parish council and the value of this is £1,770 which is 
not reflected in the accounts.   
 

The year 16/17 budget includes £5,000 as contingency for Cuadrilla’s return to the village and 
£10,000 for traffic calming. Both of these items are included under “Other Projects”. £5,000 
has been budgeted for the completion of the Neighbourhood Plan.   We have also budgeted 
£5,000 for the elections in May 2015 and May 2016. The precept (the tax raised by the parish 
council) remains at £60,000. 
 

A detailed listing of payments made the previous month is available at parish council meetings 
to anyone from the public who attends. 
 

We had a healthy bank balance at 31st March 2016 of £71,090. 
 

Sue Taylor 
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Actual 
2014/15 

Budget 
2015/16 

Actual 
2015/16 

Budget 

2016/17 

INCOME - Precept 60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 
     Recreation Ground 2,798 2,200 2,370 3,100 

      Pavilion Usage 933 1,500 752 750 
     Sundry Income 274 100 108 100 
     Bank Interest 115 200 0 400 
                                      TOTAL 64,120 64,000 63,230 64,350 
ROUTINE PAYMENTS        
     Clerk Salary & Allowances 13,645 15,500 13,754 14,000 
     Street Lighting 5,951 6,900 6,942 7,809 
     Ranger Salary 2,304 2,800 2,304 2,800 
     Ranger Expenses 1,044 1,200 898 1,000 
     Recreation Ground Hire 2,242 2,200 1,879 2,000 
     Dog Bins 827 992 1,516 1,000 
     Audit 1,113 1,250 1,106 1,250 
     Pavilion Costs 
 

2,399 1,400 981 1,400 
     Members Training and exps 396 500 846 500 
     Communications 1,096 1,200 639 1,000 
     Subscriptions 573 600 564 600 
     Insurance 928 1,000 443 750 
     General Administration 381 600 356 600 
     Rubbish Freighter 0 700 313 350 
     Snow Plan 160 2,500 0 2,500 
     Maintenance 0 200 0 200 
     Election expense 0 2,000 0 5,000 
                                      TOTAL 33,059 41,542 32,541 42,759 
GRANTS - Youth Club 4 2,500 2,500 2,500 
     Victory Hall 4,500 4,500 4,500 5,000 
     Other 2,765 2,500 2,209 2,500 
                                      TOTAL 7,269 9,500 9,209 10,000 
PROJECTS - Other Projects 364 7,500 823 18,500 
     Neighbourhood Plan 6,901 5,000 4,221 5,000 
                                      TOTAL 7,265 12,500 5,044 23,500 
BRAMBLE HALL        
     Lease 6,996 7,000 6,996 7,000 
     Other Costs 2,032 2,300     1,546 3,000 
                                      TOTAL 9,028 9,300 8,542 10,000 
     Less Rental Income      5,887      6,000     7,695    7,700 
                                         NET (3,141) (3,300) (847) (2,300) 

TOTAL INCOME 70,007 70,000 70,925 72,050 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 
EXCL .VAT 

56,621 72,842 55,336 86,259 
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) excl VAT 13,386 (2,842) 15,589 (14,209) 
VAT net       210 0 (1,489) 0 
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 13,596 (2,842)  14,100 (14,209) 
RESERVES        
     At start of year 43,394 56,990 56,990 71,090 
     Surplus/(Deficit) in year 
 

  13,596 (2,842) 14,100 (14,209) 
At end of year   56,990   54,148 71,090 56,881 

 


