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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 14 OCTOBER 2015 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present:  Katherine Daniel (KD), Martin Flint (MF), Simon Greenwood (SG), Lisa Greer 
(LG), Neil Lindsay-Stewart (NLS), Alison Stevenson (AS)  
Sue Taylor (ST) arrived a little late during Public Participation 
In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council.    
 
0106.  Public Participation 
 David Leech made representation on his application for Elkanah on Deanland Road.    

He described the existing bungalow as being in poor condition hence the rebuild.   
The proposal is a chalet bungalow with a low profile, sitting comfortably on the plot. 

  Oliver Jackson talked about the Zenda application which was rejected before because 
of the scale, height and proximity to Foxwells.   The new application is for a single 
storey but with similar footprint and a tall roof; the same considerations will apply.   
He believes that it breaches planning guidance because of privacy issues.   He also 
suggests that a single storey will invite future conversion to a two storey building.   It 
is an inappropriate place for a dwelling because of fire engine access etc.  It also 
breaches National Policy on back garden development.   It adds no amenity to the 
village and detracts from Zenda itself. 

 Paddy Horne said that the minutes and process at Council meetings were unclear.  He 
drew attention to UK Oil & Gas who have a neighbouring oil licence at Horse Hill 
who quote 14/15 wells on a pad; he doesn’t want 14/15 wells and nonstop drilling at 
Lower Stumble.   He also discussed Ryedale District Council who voted to have a 5 
year moratorium on unconventional gas and oil in their district. 

 Helen Nisbett said that she was very concerned about the Zenda application which 
would have a serious impact on her property, especially the proposed driveway. 

    
0107. Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest 

Cllr Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in Items 11 Doctor’s Surgery (0114) 
and 13 Mobile Phone Reception (0116) and 16 Neighbourhood Planning (0119) & 
Oil (0120).  Councillors granted SG dispensation to stay in the room during 
discussion on 11 & 13.   Cllr Stevenson declared a personal interest in Item 7 
Planning (0111) Honeywood House, Deanland Road as a neighbour.   Cllr Greer 
declared a personal interest in Item 7 Planning (0111) 12 Foxwells because of 
friendship with the owners. 
 

0108. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies received from Cllrs Gould (NG), Metcalfe (CM), and Record (MR).    
 
0109. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 September 2015 
 The Minutes 16 September were signed as a true record.    
 
0110. Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
  0085  DM/15/2645 Counters Cottage – Claire Tester (MSDC) had responded to our 

complaint -  no weight is attached to emerging Neighbourhood or District Plans and 
lack of facilities was an issue hence the granting of the application for change of use. 

 0089  No one has suggested alternative dog bin locations. 
 0091  The form to register the Half Moon as a Community Asset has been submitted 
 0093  The 37 Bus will be routed 26 October and signage is being done 
 0094  Balcombe Parish Council’s CIL consultation response has been sent 
 0104  NLS has completed the WSCC Walking & Cycling Questionnaire 
 0083  DM/15/3219 Oakland, Stockcroft Road - oak tree trimming approved 
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 RR has undergone training to respond to MSDC Planning Applications online. 
   

0111.  Planning 
 DM/15/3896 Elkanah Deanland Rd - Demolition and replacement of chalet bungalow 

and garage – No objection 
 DM/15/3951 Zenda, Oldlands Ave - Detached three bedroomed bungalow, access 

drive and open area.   AS said that the previous comments still stand: the only 
concession is that it is now a single storey.   The footprint is inappropriately large and 
overbearing and the proposed driveway will possibly kill the hedge and create 
drainage and noise issues for Foxwells residents.   Bungalows can be converted 
subsequently and it was noted that the plot is at least one metre higher than Foxwells.   
Our opposition will be recorded and it was also noted that the plans had been delayed 
in being posted online and BPC should ask that there be an extension to allow for this. 

 DM/15/3919 12 Foxwells, - Two storey front extension. Two storey and single storey 
rear extension – No objection our opinion has not changed. 
DM/15/3796 Boundary House, 1 Boundary Rd Balcombe - Two storey extension to 
east elevation and first floor addition to north elevation - No objection it is a neat and 
well considered application. 
DM/15/3903  Honeywood House, Deanland Rd Macrocarpa – remove – No objection 
 

0112.   Cash Book Receipts & Payments for September 2015  
Cash book receipts & payments were circulated and noted: September’s payments 
were standard and the balance now stands at c£99,000.   Cllr Taylor suggested that the 
£60,000 Precept could be reduced.   AS argued that the Precept was due to be capped 
so it was unwise to reduce it and SG corroborated that these were uncertain times with 
Parish Councils required to take on more responsibility.   ST asks that Group Leaders 
confirm their budgets to her.  Bramble Hall revenue is very healthy. 

 
0113. To discuss winter snow clearance/gritting 
 RR is currently securing quotes from contractors but was hoping to approach local 

farmers to secure cheaper rates; other villages pay £35 per hour.   It will be an Agenda 
item in November.    It is suggested that the Ranger (Mike Talman), Charles Metcalfe 
or Katherine Daniel have the responsibility to authorise the call-out. 

 
0114. To give an update on Balcombe Surgery 
 MSDC Cllr Gary Marsh has spoken with the surgery and the practice is committed to 

Balcombe.   There have been problems with recruiting dispensers hence the reduced 
service in Balcombe.   It was agreed that there is a need for more communication; RR 
has emailed the Practice Manager to ask for a Parish Magazine article.    

 
0115. Report from Defibrillator Working Group 
 Defibs were already located at the Surgery and at Stone Hall.  The ideal location is 

the telephone box in the centre of the village but BT will not give permission if it is a 
working box.   It was agreed to maintain an operative phone box and so it was 
resolved to contact BT to see if this can be reversed (RR to draft), and in the 
meantime to ask the Half Moon to house it.  Insurance implications demand a 
lockable case.    There have been 115 serious call outs in Balcombe and Ardingly.   
ST will approach the Victory Hall Management Committee about housing it on the 
wall of the Hall.  Training will be offered and a team of First Responders considered. 

 
0116. Mobile phone reception in Balcombe 
 A press article suggests that O2 will launch a 4G service in Balcombe.   
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  There had been some improvement and it was noted that Cllr Metcalfe had been 
offered a refund for poor service.   EE offered home boosters to enhance mobile 
signal at home. 

 
0117. To adopt the revised Standing Orders 
 It was resolved to re-draft to make them more pertinent to a Parish Council and look 

at the Ardingly example – RR to email. 
 
0118. To consider whether to adopt the telephone box opposite the station 
 Cllr Taylor discussed the merits of the current box which could house another 

defibrillator but it is in an ugly position.  If BPC take it over we will be responsible 
for its upkeep and insurance.   It was resolved to postpone a decision on adoption 
until the defibrillator discussions were further down the line. 

 
 Cllr Greenwood left the room. 
 
0119. Neighbourhood Planning 
 The position of the burial ground is being investigated and even if a better solution is 

not forthcoming the Plan will still have land allocated.   NLS will talk to Desmond.  
Comments and changes have been incorporated from the consultation.    MSDC will 
pre-approve the plan before the independent examination and supporting 
documentation can be published on the website and cross referenced which will 
simplify the publication process.   It is hoped that it can be ratified in November. 
 

0120. Oil 
 Cuadrilla’s activities have been blocked in Lancashire and ST has confirmed with 

Jane Moseley at WSCC that Cuadrilla have not approached WSCC recently.   
 
 Cllr Greenwood re-entered. 
 
0121. Health, Safety & Security  
  ST has attended a Dementia Meeting (affects over 800 in MSDC).   A course is being 

offered in January which we will advertise in the Parish Magazine, giving advice on 
care, financial planning etc.    A MSDC Comms Meeting has highlighted a wellbeing 
programme which offers free weight loss/diabetes type support.   Social housing is 
run by housing associations and people have to re-apply every 3 months with the onus 
on the individual to apply.    A SALC/Police meeting has highlighted cuts to policing 
in the district which will remove 500 police officers: community policing would be 
targeted.    Community Wardens financed and administered by groups of parishes was 
discussed but met with negative feedback by those parishes attending. 

 
0122.   Young People 
 Cllr Record is the new Chair of the Youth Group.    A meeting with Jules Beckett will 

be set up and a meeting with the Bolney youth leader who regularly has 25/30 
attendees each session.    Balcombe attendance has dwindled since the summer. 

 
0123. Traffic Group 

 Cllr Gould’s written report:- 
• she has spoken with residents impacted by the new route: signage arranged. 
• reporting and chasing of issues continues but tracking systems are confusing.   
• the Lone Cone was found in pieces so a replacement has been sourced, the 

cone(s) outside Threads are to discourage the HGVs from cutting the corner. 
• Cone 2 has been badly injured, but is still in place; No 3 is OK.   
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• Highways have advised that they won’t provide any bollards – and that we 
should call the police if we have concerns about the HGVs.   

RR reported that Isabel Gordon had complained about the drain outside Threads and 
deliveries to the pub 6.30 am.   WSCC’s Richard Speller is progressing 43 Newlands.    

 
0124. Facilities & Halls 

RR reported that Cllr Gould has made contact with the Church Synod and will meet 
them in the next month or so.  She has made contact with the Surveyors, Martin Lacey 
Buckley, who carried out the condition report in 2013 and Meyrick with a view to 
finding out what a reasonable rental should be and to identify costs associated with 
renewing the lease.    SG has the lease to review.   Bramble Hall revenue healthy, over 
£800 some months.   Pavilion is ticking over with the Football Club. 

 
0125. Rail  
 The new station manager is Ian Wragg and a meeting is being set up.   Ticket and 

parking machines were operating better.   There had been a query from Jane 
Fitzpatrick about a structure by the track but buildings within the Railway Corridor 
are not subject to planning law so there was a limit to any influence that BPC could 
exert to retain the building in question. 

 
 Cllr Greenwood  left the room 
 
0126.   Rights of Way 

Various repair work has been carried out and surfacing of Greentrees Bridleway is 
still being considered.    The legal process for the new station footpath is still 
progressing.   NLS has attended a Friends of St. Mary’s Trust meeting.   A project to 
make the church more user friendly is underway with storage, sink and glass doors 
planned.    Grants have been applied for and they may approach BPC. 
 
Cllr Greenwood re-entered. 
 

0127. Victory Hall Management Committee Report 
 The rules and governance structure have been agreed and discussion on upkeep costs 

is underway, deciding who is responsible for what.      

0128. Correspondence 
  W8 Minerals Plan Consultation – SG had investigated and felt it did not affect  

  Balcombe, ST will review.   RR will forward BPC’s previous response 
 W6      Emergency Services Consultation – ST to review 
            O13  High Weald AONB on Neighbourhood Planning - RR to reply 
 O16   SSALC  AGM 19 November – ST (CM now unavailable) AS possible  
 O17     AIRS AGM 29 October – KD will attend 
 O20  Outset Youth Action application – scan document for November Agenda 
   
0129. Exchange of Information 
 Meeting dates were discussed; RR to talk to CM 
  
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.26 pm.   
 
THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 
18 NOVEMBER 2015 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL              
 
 
Signed…………………………………………. 

Date: 18 November 2015 


