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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HEL D ON 
WEDNESDAY 17 JUNE 2015 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present:  Cllrs Katherine Daniel (KD), Nicky Gould (NG), Simon Greenwood (SG), Lisa 
Greer (LG), Charles Metcalfe (CMet), Alison Stevenson (AS), Sue Taylor (ST). 
Cllr Martin Flint (MF) and Mat Record (MR) arrived late at Minute 0027 and 0032 
respectively; they had no interests to declare.  
In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council.    
 
0027.  Public Participation 
 Helen Butcher welcomed the proposed Skate Park in the village which would 

provide teenagers with a much needed vehicle for risk-taking but said that the 
position near the Scout Hut was wrong: too remote, across a busy road with no one 
around if there was an emergency.   She said the Recreation Ground was more 
suitable, being more central, the noise would not be an issue, and she offered help to 
organise a community watch to monitor it. 

 
0028. Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest 

 Cllr Greenwood declared prejudicial interest in Item 7 Planning (0032) Woodwards 
Farm, possibly Item 11 (0036) Mobile Phone Reception, Item 14 (0039) 
Neighbourhood Planning and (0040) Oil.    

 
0029. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Neil Lindsay-Stewart and Catherine Miners.  

 
0030.  To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 20 May and 2 June 2015 
 The words “Sub-Committee” were replaced by “Finance Group” and “for 15/16” was 

inserted after Precept in 0016 Minutes 20 May.    It was then resolved to sign the 
Minutes 20 May and 2 June as a true record.   RR would check the legality of 
wording. 

 
0031. Matters currently being pursued, report from the Clerk 
 3583 Newlands lines were now official: an advert had appear in Mid Sussex Times 
 0018  Cllrs Taylor and Gould will be attending the SALC/WSCC event 8 July 
 0023  The Annual Return had been submitted 
 3584  12 Foxwells granted, 1 & 2 Granary Cottages refused 
 0024  New bank signatories were now in place 
 0026  Cllr Taylor would attend the next CLC Meeting 23 June 
 
0032.  Planning 

 DM/15/1832 Stumble Ridge, Oldlands Retrospective application for the decking area 
surrounding the garden office Resolution: no objection but historic light pollution 
issues with neighbouring properties would be mentioned. 
DM/15/1094 - 3 Nostell Priory Cottages, Haywards Heath Road - Proposed Rear 
Extension & Internal alterations Resolution: no objection; an attractive improvement 
to the property which maintains the cottage character, building line not affected. 
DM/15/1902 The Old Granary, Forest Farm, Paddockhurst Lane - Conversion of 
redundant farm building into a 1 bedroom dwelling. Resolution: no objection to the 
change of use but the design did nothing to reflect the former character and setting 
and was viewed as disappointing given its proximity to the footpath and prominence. 
DM/15/2070 Woodwards Farm, Mill Lane - Change of use to equestrian sand school 
Resolution: no objection but it was felt essential that when the work was undertaken 
there should be proper traffic management plans in place and communication with 
residents.   When slurry pits were filled in the recent past there had been considerable 
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disruption in the village because of the large number of lorries with some instances of 
vehicles mounting the footways.   Cllr Greenwood stayed in the room initially to 
answer questions, he abstained from further discussion or voting. 
 

0033. Financial – Cash Book Receipts & Payments for May 2015 
 RR presented a list of Standing Order and Direct Debit payments to Council which 

were approved.    Figures for May 2015 were circulated and noted.   ST will 
manipulate the software next time to provide more useful data.    The movement of 
funds to a higher interest bearing account (0.37%) was considered.   It was resolved to 
reconsider a transfer after the Neighbourhood Plan referendum and CIL payment. 

 
0034. Establishing/reviewing the Council’s press/media policy 
 Cllr Taylor had circulated a draft policy and it was resolved that councillors review 

and feedback comments to her for further drafting. 
 
0035.   Review of Standing Orders    
 It was resolved to defer and make this an Agenda item in July and for comments to 

feed back to RR in the interim. 
 
0036. Mobile phone reception in the village 

 Residents and Councillors reported problems with reception and had been told some 
masts were not functioning.   SG offered to find out about the masts on his land.   RR 
would email the County Council to see if they could put pressure on phone 
companies.  CM would tweet O2 to elicit a response. 

 
0037. To consider a Balcombe Skate Park 
 Cllr Daniel agreed with Helen Butcher’s comments that the land allocated for a skate 

park was not in the optimum place: when it was chosen there was the possibility of 
housing in that area.   The location would be covered in the latest NP questionnaire, 
comments would be elicited and the location re-considered if need be. 

 
0038. To decide whether to continue the £4,500 grant to the Victory Hall  
 Cllr Gould had been in discussion with the Treasurer of the Victory Hall Management 

Committee and had been informed that the money was ear-marked for gutters, drains 
and fire issues (traditionally BPC money was allocated to capital projects).    Cllr 
Gould proposed that the grant of £4,500 be continued, this was unanimously AGREED. 

  
Cllr Greenwood left the room. 
 
0039. Neighbourhood Planning 

 The Plan had gone out for consultation.   Cllr Daniel urged Councillors to help at the Drop-In 
sessions on 25, 28 June.   Past experience had shown that if questionnaires were taken away 
they were not returned so it was important to get feedback there and then.    It was agreed that 
getting a form out to every house would be preferable.    KD had contacted Jane Fitzpatrick 
who had agreed to help with publicity etc but would not be joining the working group.  

 
0040.  Oil 
 ST gave information about Horse Hill, a Celtique/Magellan dispute at Billingshurst 

and fracking developments in Lancashire.  There had been an Environment Agency 
consultation on waste permitting which was not very well publicised so there had 
been no chance for Balcombe Parish Council to give input. 

 
Cllr Greenwood re-entered the meeting. 
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0041. Safety & Security  
  ST drew attention to rural crime and SG urged Councillors to encourage reporting of 

crime to ensure that resources were allocated.  There had been a break-in in Bramble 
Hill.  SG met with the Chief Constable and Police Crime Commissioner regularly and 
was happy to make representation if needed. 

 
0042.   Young People 
 LG had visited Youth Club a second time and reported that about 7 were in 

attendance.   A new push on marketing was needed, perhaps putting fliers on the 
School Bus and advertising in the Parish Magazine (RR).   Cllr Record mentioned a 
celebration of Balcombe Youth that Alan Warburton had organised – he and his wife 
may be interested in organising something similar. 

 
0043. Traffic Group 
 It was agreed to invite Richard Speller the West Sussex County Council Highways 

Manager to attend the next BPC meeting 15 July and meet one hour beforehand to 
talk through NP infrastructure issues.   Mill Lane was mentioned in needing repair 
and the Love West Sussex method of reporting potholes etc.   NG had been working 
to resolve the issues of the buses not being to turn at Bramble Hill.   She was waiting 
to talk to Jayne Milne and would consider signage or diverting the bus route to avoid 
that corner (coming up to the village centre but turning down Oldlands/Newlands). 

 
0044. Facilities & Halls 
 The Bramble Hall hedges (fire escape) had been done and the slab on the steps was 

due to be repaired.  RR was getting quotes for a Bramble Hall boiler service.  In 
advance of a pavilion inspection the Football Club was taking action. 

 
0045. Rail  
  Cllrs Flint and Record were meeting Kevin Bottomley imminently. 
 
0046. Attendance at Village Fete 11 July 
 It was resolved to run a Neighbourhood Planning stall at the Fete and AS would co-

ordinate a rota.    
 
0047. Correspondence 
 015  West Sussex Mediation Service – request for £100 – It was AGREED to donate 

this as a one-off payment not to be publicised. 
 018   Georgia Lawe had also been critical of the Skate Park location 

M6   MSDC District Plan hard copy would be circulated 
W6   WSCC boundary review – there would be further consultation 

 
0048. Exchange of Information 
 NHW bulletins came from Jayne Milne (ST and RR to get on mailing list) 
 The Chair was attending a Russettings Open Day by invitation 
 KD notified all that a car parked on the Haywards Heath Road had been written off 
 Stoolball Fun Day had been great fun. 
  
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.12 pm.   
 
THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HEL D ON WEDNESDAY 
15 JULY 2015 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 
 
 
             Signed…………………………………………. 

Date: 15 July 2015 


