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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 18 MARCH 2015 AT 8.30 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Cllrs Alison Stevenson (AS), Rodney Saunders (RS), Robin Williamson (RW) 
Catherine Dennison (CD), Simon Greenwood (SG), Katherine Daniel (KD),  
Carol Jarvest (CJ), Kevin Bottomley (KB) and Mike Talman (MT) 
In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council.    
 
3538. Public Participation 

 Rob Greer read an objection letter regarding Stillfield’s planning application.    He 
felt that the amended plans had not addressed the Planning Officer’s comments about 
over development of the property and his request for a smaller footprint and/or 
reduction in scale.    He also questioned the statement that a raft foundation could not 
be altered, and the statement that the proposed roof pitch was in accord with the 
traditional local roof style.   Finally he stated that the drawings that were submitted to 
illustrate street scene were inaccurate.   He said that they were not against the 
development of the building but the current proposal was unacceptable by virtue of its 
scale, height and proximity to his house. 
Simon Savage asked to have a copy of Rob Greer’s letter. 
 

3539. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 
 Cllr Greenwood declared prejudicial interest in Item 12 (3549) Oil, Item 17 (3548) 

(Lodgelands), and possibly Item 10 (3547) Neighbourhood Plan.   Cllr Jarvest 
declared a personal interest in Item 12 (3549) Oil as a member of FFBRA and a 
personal interest in Item 17 (3548) Planning - Stillfield.   Cllr Bottomley declared a 
personal interest in Item 12 (3549) Oil as a member of FFBRA. 

 
3540. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies received from Cllr Alan Dearden (AD) 
 
3541 To approve Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 February 2015 

SG highlighted an error 3515 (CJ’s interested was Personal not Prejudicial). The 
Minutes (circulated) were annotated, approved & signed by the Chair as a true record. 
  

3542. Clerk’s Report on Matters Arising 
3523 Haywards Heath Road should have been done by 18 March but although it had 
been marked up, no work had started.   The extent of the work was questioned. 
3435 Kemps footbridge opening was a pleasant but low key affair with Rodney & 
Barbara Saunders, Alan Dearden, the Clerk plus two Network Rail people attending. 
3430 There was no real news about Greentrees Bridleway but working parties had 
been working to clear it.   
3535 Anchorage, Forest View, 15 Bramble Mead all passed 
3520 Rubbish Freighters were booked for 28 June 
3525 The Councillor Information session went well – anyone who wants to stand 
should get their papers to the Clerk for delivery to MSDC on 30 March or 7 April.  
MSDC have asked that one person deliver them to avoid long waiting periods.  
3536 The tickets issued in Newlands had resulted in a complaint from the Chair of 
Ardingly Parish Council, Will Meldrum, who questioned whether it was anti-social. 
 

3543. Urgent Matters 
 The Scouts had asked for a grant towards their new Portacabin Scout Hut which 

would cost a total of £21,500.   Councillors agreed to hold a Special Meeting after the 
Annual Parish Meeting to decide whether to approve a grant of £2,000 to the Scouts.      
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3544. Financial 
 Cash Book Receipts & Payments for February 2015 were noted as presented and 

unanimously approved.   End of year reserves would now be reduced with budget 
figures revised because of the Rubbish Freighter: further amendments would be made 
(Clerk Salary, Youth Club, Speedwatch), and the RFO would circulate revised 
figures.    Final figures would be available soon after Year End.    It was 
acknowledged that this was the last Parish Council meeting for Robin Williamson 
who was stepping down after 12 years.     

 
3545. Adoption of Financial Regulations 
 The Clerk had circulated copies of the Financial Regulations and these were adopted 

(Proposed KB, Seconded RS).   The Risk Assessment document would be reviewed 
with the Internal Auditor but various comments were made about the need for better 
back-up of data, qualifying the risk rating and thresholds for the tender process etc. 

 
3546.  To appoint the Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer with effect 1 April 2015

 In view of the fact Cllr Williamson was stepping down as RFO and Councillor it was 
thought appropriate that the Clerk should be appointed as RFO for the new financial 
year.    It was common for Clerks to combine the two roles.    The motion was carried 
(proposed by Cllr Saunders, seconded by Cllr Daniel). 

 
3547. Ratification of the Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan for consultation May 2015 
 A brief report was given by KD.   BPC had been advised not to go out for public 

consultation during Purdah so although the Pre-Submission Plan had been published 
on the website it was decided to wait until after the election to consult.   It was also 
decided that it would be safer and wiser for the new council to ratify the document.   
This would be an Agenda item in May. 

 
3548. Planning 

 DM/15/0810 Cobo, Deanland Road, RH17 6LT Yew - Reduce crown by 25% No 
objection. 
 14/04627/HOUS Stillfield, Stockcroft Rd, RH17 6LF - Increase in the ridge height to 
 create first floor accommodation. Single storey extensions to front, side and rear  
 elevations. Demolition of existing garage and carport, and construction of new 
double  garage. Amended plans received 26/02/14 showing reduction in height and 
design changes.  It was decided that the reduction in roof level did not materially 
change the Council’s views.   It was felt that it was a good site for a family home but 
the building could be designed in a more sympathetic way and “massing” reduced.    
Councillors also noted that the newly submitted front elevation “street view” was 
misleading, as the houses were drawn without reference to the varying ground levels. 
 
Cllr Greenwood left the room 
  
DM/15/0853 Lodgelands, Crawley Lane - Erection of 42m x 20m livestock dairy  
 building  No objection. 
   

3549. Report from the Oil Exploration Working Group (OEWG) 
 Contrary to last month’s report the Government had reverted on the issue of fracking 
in protected areas such as areas of outstanding natural beauty.   The Secretary of State 
is now to decide on the status of protected areas.   The Infrastructure Bill supports the 
Government’s aim to pursue on-shore oil and gas extraction and has re-defined some 
of the parameters for assessing potential sites.    How this affects Balcombe and the 
likelihood of action from Cuadrilla is influenced by our local geology (micrite not 
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shale), the price of oil, and Cuadrilla’s appetite to risk further adverse publicity when 
they are busy with operations in Lancashire.   Cuadrilla do not have consent to frack 
at Lower Stumble and have said they have no plans to do so.    They have recently 
changed the site fencing from the very high (maybe rented), modular anti-protest 
fencing with razor wire, to a more standard 2m high site compound fence.    Cuadrilla 
have advised Balcombe Parish Council that they still have no imminent plans to do 
anything else at Balcombe.    If they do pursue their planning consent, BPC will press 
the possibility of traffic movements being allowed South of the site. 

  
 Cllr Greenwood re-entered 
 
3550. Telephone Box opposite the station 
 There had been a question from a resident on what to do with the box and a leaflet 

had come from BT about adopting a kiosk for as little as £1.   It was agreed that any 
decision should be deferred to the new Council. 

 
3551. Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Report  
 The Clerk reminded all that the Annual Parish Meeting would take place on Thursday 

27 March at 7.30 pm in Bramble Hall.   A4 sized Annual Reports had gone out to all 
residents.    Refreshments would be served. 

 
3552. Victory Hall Management Committee (VHMC) Update 
 There were still deliberations on the draft constitution.    RS hopes to continue on the 

committee even when he leaves Balcombe Parish Council.   
 
3553.  Safety & Security 

There had been three break-ins: two in Combers and one in Stockcroft Rd.    
 
3554. Young People 
 An AGM was scheduled for Wednesday 29 April.  
 
3555.   Facilities & Amenities  
 MT would install the new village sign in the warmer weather, replacing the rotten 

post, he suggested a new weather vane on top.    He would chase the Haywards Heath 
Road path work.    There was a question about the hippo bag salt deteriorating if it 
was not used; MT indicated that it should be fine.   The question of the verges in 
Newlands was raised and it was agreed that RR would ask for action to repair them 
when the yellow lines were in situ.   Sat Navs taking people along Newlands to be 
dealt with by new Council. 

 
3556.   Rail Issues 

 The train service remains unreliable.     It is hoped that the yellow lines in Newlands 
will alleviate the anti-social parking there.   The ticket machine had been working 
more effectively although there is difficulty reading it when the sun shines at an angle.    
Ticket office hours have increased; often open between 6.00 am and 11.00 am.   
Cleanliness varies and the heater is still not working in the waiting room, the local 
manager, Eddy Toase is aware.    

 
3557. Bramble Hall 
 Little to report.   Neighbours are occasionally blocked in so signs to prevent anti-

social parking will be put up and a traffic cone has been given. 
 
3558. Traffic Matters 
 A “Works Order” has been issued for the Newlands yellow lines.  Cllr Jarvest 

questioned whether BPC should be ticketing cars and referring to “anti-social” 
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parking.   The consensus was that this was acceptable if there was a cheap car park 
available and people were aware of the history of Newlands. 

 
3559. Urgent Planning  

DM/15/1125 Lime Tree Cottage, Oldlands Avenue - Re-pollard 2 no. lime trees back 
to original points.  No objection. 

 
3560. Correspondence 

 W7 KB will respond to Jane Moseley’s request for input on the draft Local List for 
the Validation of County Council Planning Applications ie applications for minerals, 
waste and the County Council’s own developments. 
 M5  Draft Settlement Sustainability Review – there was no comment 

 O8  It was noted that there had been two Freedom of Information requests about 
fingerpost work done in the village. 

  
3561. Exchange of Information 

 It was again noted that this was Cllr Williamson’s last Parish Council Meeting and 
thanks were extended to him: his considerable contribution over the last 12 years was 
noted.    All wished him the very best in his retirement. 
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.17 pm.   
 
 
THE NEXT REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HEL D ON WEDNESDAY 
22 APRIL 2015 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 22 April 2015 


