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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 17 DECEMBER 2014 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Cllrs Rodney Saunders (RS), Mike Talman (MT), Catherine Dennison (CD), Simon 
Greenwood (SG), Peter Huxley (PH), Alan Dearden (AD) and Robin Williamson (RW) who 
left at Minute Item 3487 
Katherine Daniel (KD), arrived late at Minute Item 3483  
In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council.   In the absence of Cllr 
Stevenson it was unanimously agreed that Cllr Saunders should Chair the meeting. 
 
3472. Public Participation 

 Judy Hammans drew attention to dangerous parking at the bottom of Bramble Hill 
which obscured sight lines.   RR to contact PCSO and owner of hedges. 
Douglas Wragg made representation about the Affinity Sutton plans to build a 
bungalow on land adjacent to 36 Newlands.    He objected to the way the plot of land 
had been created, to the “intrusive” nature of the application, to anticipated parking 
problems as a result of its construction and questioned the suitability of residents who 
may be re-homed by Affinity Sutton. 
 

3473. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 
 Cllr Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in Items 9 Oil (3479) and Item 10 

Neighbourhood Planning (3488), plus a possible personal interest in (3487) Deanland 
Shaw.     Cllr Dennison declared a personal interest in Item 14 (3487) Newlands. 

 
3474. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Stevenson, Jarvest and Bottomley. 
 
3475. To approve Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 November 

The Minutes (circulated) were approved & signed by the Vice Chair as a true record. 
  

3476. Clerk’s Report on Matters Arising 
3435  Kemps Farm footbridge due to open 19 December with a ceremony 2015  
3435  The next Surgery 10 January by appointment (RS & PH) but discussion on 
further surgeries to be an Agenda item in January. 
3400  The Clerk was still waiting to hear from Cluttons (Paddockhurst managing 
agents) re the Yew Tree/Kelsey House Footpath.   SG reported that the decision had 
been deferred to Cluttons who would approach the Coveneys.  
3436 Highley Manor had responded and invited RR to meet the Manager. 
3469  BA/14/03662/FUL Beech House, BA/14/03821/FUL Solstice House, 
BA/14/04118/TCA Honeychurch all granted. 
On-line mapping course was very good RR/KD now able to produce Balcombe maps   
3468 Land adjacent to St. Agnes – it seems that the applicants would be happy to 
close the London Road access if this is viewed as a problem. 
 

3477. Financial 
 Cash Book Receipts & Payments for November 2014 were noted as presented and 

unanimously approved.  A figure of £500 would be allocated to traffic calming and 
Speedwatch 2015/16.  Budget this year was on target and we would close the year 
with a surplus of c£43,000.   RW opened discussion on the Precept which would need 
to be finalised at the January meeting.  If budget figures proved correct, next year we 
would make a loss of £17,000 (set against the c£43K reserve). Optimum Reserve 
figures were also discussed, especially in view of cuts from central government and at 
county level, RR to investigate Reserve recommendations.  Bramble Hall would be a 
consideration, a loss of £3,300 was forecast but BPC usage had not been factored in. 
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3478. Adoption of  Safeguarding Children & Adults at Risk Policy as circulated 
 The adoption of such a policy was required to comply with insurance requirements.  It 

was unanimously agreed to adopt the policy but to review at the Youth Club AGM 
early 2015. 

  
 Cllr Greenwood left the room 
 
3479. Report from the Oil Exploration Working Group (OEWG) 

 RR delivered the report.  The Judicial Review at the Royal  Courts of Justice found in 
favour of West Sussex County Council.  Cuadrilla had stated that they have no 
immediate plans to proceed with works at Balcombe:  they have made no attempt to 
clear conditions and informatives attached to their latest consent.   The condition that 
requires local public consultation via a liaison group will be an area where BPC hope 
to press the possibility of traffic movements being allowed South of the site. Caution 
in dealings with the press and an individual was recommended. 
 
Cllr Greenwood re-entered 
 

3480. Victory Hall Management Committee (VHMC) Update 
 RS was enjoying his involvement with the Hall, an iconic part of Balcombe.   The 
Surveyor’s report had indicated that the building was well-constructed and well 
maintained with no major problems.   A 10 year maintenance programme was now 
available, and the VHMC were pleased with the outcome.  RS was now addressing 
the constitution.   Cllr Saunders thanked BPC for appointing him as the representative 
and indicated that he hoped to have long term involvement.  Joan Dutton’s future 
involvement was anticipated and it was made known that she was currently in 
hospital; RR to organise a Get Well Card etc from BPC. 
 

3481. Safety and Security  
 There was no crime to report and little chance of reinstating Speedwatch because of 

lack of police support and volunteers.  RR to supply AD with more material for 
welcome packs (3 had been delivered) and to liaise with Tom Hyde at Balcombe 
Estate.  A thank you letter had been received for a pack.  

 
3482. Young People  
 Nothing to report.  
 
3483.   Facilities & Amenities  
 SSE have been tardy in repairing street lights – RR to chase.   Flower boxes replanted 

in Bramble Hall.    A roof tile at the Pavilion had been damaged, a local builder to 
assist, but there should be no danger of leakage.  A bench had been taken out of use 
because of vandalism and MT will put the commemorative plaque on another one.  
SG had not yet heard from the Royal British Legion about the poppy patch on the 
Green.  RS informed Councillors that BPC owned the Green; SG suggested that our 
insurers should be informed.   The Pavilion Door, heating control in Bramble Hall 
and the road sign Victoria/Stockcroft would be looked at. 

  
 Cllr Daniel joined the meeting 
 
3484. Rail Issues 

The car park is now nearly full but it was unclear whether cars had vacated Newlands 
and the verges.  A variety of strategies were being used to encourage its use and the 
introduction of bollards may be considered to limit verge parking; the Newlands 
yellow lines would help.   Cllr Huxley reported that he was aware of commuters who 
were now using the car park instead of Newlands, and he was also aware of some 
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who had had their cars damaged in Newlands.  The timetable would be disrupted over 
Christmas, and London Bridge work would last 3 years.  
 

3485. Bramble Hall 
 Nothing to report, the next Council would decide the long term future of the Hall.  
 
3486. Traffic Matters 

 Drawings for the Newlands TRO had been published and formal public consultation 
would happen at the end of January; implementation hopefully in April.  Bays were 
permitted but bay markings were not allowed.   MSDC has promised to enforce the 
parking restriction (11 -12 noon Monday – Friday).    Grasscrete had been ruled out 
because it was too expensive.    

 
3487. Planning  

 BA/14/03840/FUL Land to the side of 36 Newlands Rd RH17 6JA Development of a 
chalet bungalow on a disused corner plot. No objections but there were concerns 
about the impact of additional cars in an already congested area.  BPC would expect 
to see a root protection plan put in place to protect those trees with Tree Preservation 
Orders on/near to the plot.  It was hoped that the applicant has consulted the 
immediate neighbours. BPC were also concerned that there seemed to be 
discrepancies in the plans sent out to residents and those sent to the Council (eg a 
different number of parking spaces shown).    If the application is granted builders 
should show consideration to the elderly in the retirement bungalows nearby, to 
ensure normal working hours, avoiding early starts and late finishes. 
 
Cllr Williamson had retired feeling unwell. 
 
 BA/14/03292/FUL Dean Land Shaw, Jobes RH17 6HZ - Demolition of existing house/ 
outbuildings.  Proposed new development of 5 dwellings.  Updated Ecology Survey 
received.  The updated Ecology Survey was noted: comments remain the same.  
 BA/14/04480/HOUS Cobo, Deanland Rd, RH17 6LT Single storey rear extension. No 
objection. 
 BA/14/04500/TREE 9 Oldlands Ave, RH17 6LY Lime Tree (T2) to be pollarded to 
match the majority of trees on Oldlands.   No objection 
 
Cllr Greenwood left the room 

 
3488. Neighbourhood Plan Update 

 KD reported that the team had been hoping to circulate the plan last night but it was 
still with the Consultant.   The recent consultation which was well supported had 
resulted in 110 forms returned and the top three sites identified as Rectory/Balcombe 
House Gardens, Land North of Station House and Barn Field.     All sites had received 
50% acceptability and c40 houses had been voted acceptable by most.   It was 
proposed to put forward these three sites (42 houses in total), leaving the Church 
Woods site purely for a new Rectory.   The Walled Garden and Vintens would not be 
submitted.   The Sustainability Appraisal for these sites was being actioned and 
policies had remained unchanged.   Cllr Daniel asked that BPC validate the Pre-
Submission Neighbourhood Plan, Sustainability Appraisal and Green Spaces 
documents to enable their submission to MSDC.   Official consultation would be 
second week in January so further comments could still be lodged.  The document to 
be emailed to Councillors when submitted.  Passed unanimously.   There would be 
drop-in sessions in February. 
 
Cllr Greenwood re-entered 
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3489. Correspondence 
W5   WSCC Lionel Barnard Letter re Broadband arrival early 2015 
O14   The owners of land adjacent to St. Agnes had indicated that they may rethink 
  the London Road access.   RR to notify them that their application was more 
  likely to receive the support of BPC if there was not a London Road crossover. 
W3 Survey on Crime & Disorder available, SG had participated 
M2 SG asked if BPC would be responding formally to the Mid Sussex District 

Plan, he drew attention to the fact that there were no housing target figures and 
the number of affordable houses threshold had been reduced to 4 units.  SG 
declared a vested interest and would be unable to take this work on.   The 
Neighbourhood Plan team undertook to look at this again.   

M6 Suggested views for promotional material were the village signpost, viaduct 
  and Balcombe Lake 
O1 The RFO had been copied with the notification of the SSALC Subscription 
  increase 
 

3490. Exchange of Information 
 Cllr Saunders suggested that Councillors consider their position regarding standing 
next year in the May 2015 elections.  
 

There being no further business the Vice Chairman wished all a Happy Christmas and closed 
the meeting at 9.46 pm.   
 
 
THE NEXT PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2 1 JANUARY 2015 
8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 21 January 2015 


