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REQUEST TO 

THE CENTRAL MID SUSSEX COUNTY LOCAL COMMITTEE 

FOR A TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER (TRO) 

 

 

Request: That the West Sussex County Council replaces the existing GIVE 

WAY sign on Haywards Heath Road in Balcombe, where it approaches 

the junction with Bramble Hill from the south, with a STOP sign. 

 

Location: Where identified with a red arrow on the map below. 

 

  
 

Type of TRO:  Permanent 

 

Reason for TRO: To avoid danger to persons or traffic 

 

Justification: This junction, effectively a staggered crossroads, is unusual in that the 

vehicles on Haywards Heath Road, which carries through traffic 

between Haywards Heath to the south and the M23 and Crawley to the 

north, do not have priority. 
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 Vehicles approaching the junction from Bramble Hill and turning left 

or right into Haywards Heath Road, or going straight across into the 

parking area adjacent to The Half Moon and Balcombe Stores, do have 

priority, and road markings reflect this. 

 

 However, because of the buildings on the left on the approach to the 

junction, drivers on the Haywards Heath Road approaching from the 

south are unable to see priority vehicles and cyclists approaching from 

Bramble Hill and intending to cross in front of them to enter the 

parking area or turn right onto Haywards Heath Road.  

 

 Visibility is so restricted that it is essential for drivers to stop before 

proceeding across the junction, and there is much anecdotal evidence of 

near misses due to vehicles not slowing sufficiently at the existing 

GIVE WAY sign. 

  

An unequivocal STOP sign will undoubtedly mitigate the risk of 

serious accidents at this location. 

 

 

Background: Until a few years ago there was a STOP sign at this location, but this 

was replaced with a GIVE WAY sign following a change in DfT policy 

on such signage. 

 

 In accordance with the DfT Traffic Signs Manual, Chapter 3, 

Regulatory Signs, one of the factors that might be considered 

 in deciding whether a STOP sign is appropriate is the “Visibility 

Criteria”.  For a STOP sign to be deemed appropriate, for a “Visibility 

Distance” along the major road (i.e. Haywards Heath Road) of 15 m, 

the 85
th

 percentile speed of private cars should be at least 20 m.p.h. 

 

 In 2010 Balcombe Parish Council asked the Highways Dept. of West 

Sussex County Council to carryout a survey to establish the 85
th

 

percentile speed of private cars on the approach to this junction.  This 

was done, and the figure was reported to be 19.2 m.p.h.  On the basis of 

this, the WSCC Highway Engineer considered that it would not be 

appropriate to install a STOP sign at this location, however it was 

suggested that other forms of junction protection “would seem 

appropriate and helpful.” 

 

While Balcombe Parish Council does not dispute the results of the 

survey, it is of the opinion that there are exceptional reasons why a 

STOP sign at this location is desirable and appropriate in the interests 

of improving road safety.  
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