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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2014 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 
 
Present: Cllrs Alison Stevenson (AS), Carol Jarvest (CJ), Kevin Bottomley (KB), Peter Huxley (PH), 
Katherine Daniel (KD), Catherine Dennison (CD), Rodney Saunders (RS),  
Mike Talman (MT) arrived late at Minute 3410 
In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
3406. Public Participation 

 Oliver Jackson made representation about the Zenda application stating that it would 
be a gross intrusion on his privacy, with major light and noise implications.  It would 
be severely detrimental to Foxwells and Combers, making no contribution to the 
village and was in breach of National Planning Policy Framework conditions and the 
Mid Sussex Local Plan: it was purely an exercise in making money.  He asked for 
BPC to support residents in opposition.  
Andrew Bennett criticised the Zenda application saying the width of the driveway 
would be inadequate for fire services.  He referred to the land dispute over ownership 
of the hedge and its possible removal being detrimental to the aesthetics of the area 
plus the local flora and fauna.   He mentioned the East to West slope between gardens 
which would mean run off from a new driveway would be into Foxwells’gardens, 
especially if the hedge was removed.   It was out of character and took away one of 
the last Victorian Houses left on its original plot.    
Sue Taylor said that the Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association had been 
awarded a full judicial review to challenge the decision by WSCC to grant planning 
permission to Cuadrilla to undertake works at Lower Stumble.   Dates had been set 
for 6 & 7 November to be held in the High Court in London. 
Susie Horne asked what action Balcombe Parish Council had taken about the closure 
of the Kemps Farm railway footpath.   The clerk informed her that WSCC were in 
design talks with Network Rail, work on the footbridge was due to start in October, 
but they were not taking any punitive action for not adhering to procedure for the 
closure.   MT had seen contractors putting in footings for the footbridge.  AS read 
recent correspondence on the issue and had met with the Public Rights of Way 
Officer.   It was a temporary closure in response to an Improvement Notice served by 
the Office of Rail Regulation.  Network Rail had not submitted any application to 
divert the path.   She promised she would press the issue again with WSCC.  Susie 
was concerned about implications for other footpaths. 
Paddy Horne reiterated the fact that there was a clear procedure in place for closing a 
footpath which was not adhered to.   He said it would be helpful for Balcombe Parish 
Council to familiarise themselves with the procedure.   AS reiterated BPC actions.    

 
3407. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 
 Cllr Bottomley and Cllr Jarvest declared a personal interest in respect of Item 15 Oil 

Exploration (3420) as members of FFBRA.    
 
3408. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies had been received from Robin Williamson (RW), Simon Greenwood (SG), and 

Alan Dearden (AD). 
 
3409. To approve Minutes of the Meetings held on 16 July & 21 August 2014 

Minutes 16 July 2014 were amended at 3392to read “a sum set aside” as opposed to 
“c£5000 set aside.”   These minutes and the Extraordinary Meeting 21 August 
Minutes (circulated) were then approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 



 

Page 2 of 5        BPC Minutes 17 September 2014 
 

  
3410. Clerk’s Report on Matters Arising 

 3381 The grant application for the Half Moon Defibrillator was due to be heard 23 
September at the Mid Sussex CLC Meeting, Cllr Acraman was in full support. 
3385  No Surgery in September, next scheduled 4 Oct between 9.00 – 9.30 am 
3388  Barclays Bank service proving excellent, Cllr Saunders added as signatory 
3391  School House and Trees Cottage both passed, no decision on Stone Hall.  Work 
on trees outside the Conservation Area does not need planning permission unless 
there are Tree Preservation Orders. 
3370  Support urged for Paul Milton’s Art Trail 20 Sept – 3 Oct in various locations. 
3394  Resurfacing work had been postponed because of residents’ complaints. 
3396  There was a thank you note from Joy Hopkins in the Correspondence Box. 
3400   RR has a meeting scheduled with WSCC Footpath lady and will explore the 
possibility of getting the Kelsey House/Yew Tree Farm and the new Station Footpath 
formally adopted.    
 3400   Joan Dutton had been nominated for the MSDC Garden Party 
3404   35 Casteye and Plumtree Cottages passed 
  
Cllr Talman joined the meeting 

 
3411.  Planning - For representation   

 14/03045/FUL Zenda, Oldlands, RH17 6NA Proposed detached house and garage 
together with vehicular/pedestrian access drive  It was agreed that the proposed 
development was inappropriate in scale, and that the proximity to neighbours and 
access arrangements were problematic.    BPC had concerns about drainage resulting 
from the proposed driveway being higher than the gardens backing onto it, and 
whether there was sufficient room for emergency services.  The house proposed 
would be overbearing on 12 Foxwells and would have a detrimental impact on other 
neighbours in Foxwells and Combers, especially with the anticipated loss of the 
adjoining hedge.   BPC therefore cited its support for those residents objecting. 
14/02985/FUL & 14/02995/LBC Bagpiths Farm House, Haywards Heath Road,  
RH17 6PE Extension to existing ancillary accommodation No objection 
14/02993/TCA The Croft, Stockcroft Road, RH17 6LH, Various trimming of two oaks  

 No objection provided that the Officer is satisfied that this is not an over-pruning.   
14/03112/PDOFF The Lodge, Deanland Rd, RH17 6PH Determination as to whether 
prior approval is required for the conversion of the existing office building (Class B1) 
into a single dwelling (Class C3) A legal challenge BPC makes no comment. 
  

3412. Financial 
 Cash Book Receipts & Payments for July & August 2014 were noted as presented and 
unanimously approved. 
 

3413. To agree an increase in Clerk hours from 16 to 20 from April (RR excluded) 
Cllr Saunders proposed that the Clerk’s terms of employment be changed from 16 to 
20 hours per week, and that this change be back-dated to 1 April 2014.  He noted that 
with the matters associated with  the oil exploration site at Lower Stumble, her 
additional responsibilities for the administration of Bramble Hall, etc. this would still 
not fully reflect the time that she is devoting to the Council’s affairs, but it would 
provide some acknowledgement of it.  He confirmed that the proposal was supported 
by Cllr. Williamson, the Council’s RFO.  Agreed unanimously. 
It was further proposed, provided this could properly be done without it appearing on 
an agenda for a meeting, that her pay rate be increased by one point up the pay scale. 
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3414.    Update on Winter Maintenance Plans 
 An audit of salt supplies had been done and all were full with 6 Hippo bags at the 

Saw Mill in reserve.   Once they were used WSCC would not be providing any 
further salt but were offering the option to buy more (£80 per bag now, £150 during 
winter or cheaper to collect).    The footpath between Mill Lane and village centre 
will be kept ice free and is due to be widened.   Emergency planning equipment 
available for volunteers but only 4 people have stepped forward, RR to ask for 
volunteers in November’s Parish Mag.    A MSDC operated mini snow plough was 
available.   EFP Gritting and one other company will be invited to tender to grit and 
snow plough Balcombe roads.  Only 3 people would be able to instigate the service 
MT, RR, and CD.   Defective lights had been replaced, there was a need to know 
which lamps had been replaced at the start of the contract and a query about timings 
of lights was made: they are on timed switches and are not on overnight. 

 
3415. School Bus and allocation of “Risk” 
 Darren Stone had complained that WSCC had allocated his 11 year old daughter a 

place on the public not the school bus. He questioned the lack of risk assessment, the 
fact that seatbelts were not compulsory on the public bus and that WSCC Child 
Services had a less than favourably view of children on public buses.   It was agreed 
that the allocation was made randomly and was ill considered: KB pointed out that 
the use of the public bus aided the preservation of the bus service.  The school bus 
was reported to be rowdy with pupils never wearing seatbelts.  Those canvassed 
preferred the public bus, although it seemed that sometimes there were no seats 
available.   BPC did not disapprove of the use of the public bus but would register 
their concern about the allocation of seats and the safety issues surrounding standing.  
BPC would also note the rowdy behaviour and lack of belt wearing on the school bus.   

 
3416. Empowering Parish Councils to sell electricity to the National Grid 
 Unanimously agreed to support Southwater PC with its petition for this to be allowed.  
 
3417. Speeding cars on Oldlands and request for signage 

 A request for “Beware Children Playing” signage on Oldlands had been received 
from Jackie Stone.   This was an unadopted road and therefore it was up to residents 
to organise.   RS was in the process of checking with WSCC who owns the road and 
the Clerk was checking if there were any planning implications with MSDC. 

 
3418. BPC involvement in All Party Parliamentary Meeting,  SSALC Talk 

 AS informed Councillors that, after discussion with KB, she had agreed to talk at a 
Westminster All Party Parliamentary Meeting and to give a presentation on Fracking 
at a Sussex & Surrey Association of Local Councils event. 
 

3419. Swimming/Canoeing in the Lake 
 The Hendersons had reported children swimming and canoeing (without life jackets) 

in the Lake.    The Clerk had ascertained that neither the Duttons nor the Estate had 
given permission for this.   The Estate had indicated that these activities were 
prohibited.     RS suggested that the Estate should erect signage to indicate this. 

 
3420. Report from the Oil Exploration Working Group (OEWG) 

 There had been no further developments.   The Judicial Review process was 
scheduled for 6 & 7 November and there was a real chance that the planning consent 
might be revoked.   The extra condition requiring local public consultation via a 
liaison group and the possibility of traffic movements South has not been progressed.  
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The Parish Council has requested that it is further consulted on; traffic management, 
pollution, liaison group terms of reference and structure.   Oil exploration planning 
applications had been rejected at Wisborough Green/Kirdford and at Fernhurst. It 
seems that Planners have accepted the need to justify exceptional circumstances for 
carrying out this activity in protected areas such as AONBs and National Parks. This 
may have an impact for Balcombe if the FFBRA Judicial Review revokes the most 
recent planning consent.    The public consultation on the WSCC and South Downs 
National Park Authority Joint Minerals Planning Policy ends on Monday 22 
September (www.westsussex.gov.uk/mwdf)  Neither Balcombe nor any other 
potential oil or gas site is listed amongst the sites and the report seems to exclude oil 
and gas sites as being required to be pre-identified.  KB suggested that any Council 
member that is drawn into giving their opinion makes it clear that it is a personal 
opinion, not an official Parish Council line.  
 

3421. Victory Hall Management Committee (VHMC) Update 
 RS had assured the VHMC that he felt that the Victory Hall was an iconic part of 
Balcombe and he was actively engaged in finding a surveyor.   He was happy to 
become involved with legal issues such as the VHMC constitution. 

 
3422. Neighbourhood Plan Update 

 KD reported that the Draft Plan was being drawn up and was anticipated to be 
published late October to go to MSDC for approval.  After this point there would be 
further village consultations.   The Referendum would not meet the deadline before 
the elections in May which had relaxed pressure on the team of five.   Landowners 
had provided details plans for their sites (those with 50% or more acceptability).   An 
autumn referendum was forecast. 
  

3423.  Safety & Security 
In Cllr Dearden’s  absence RR reported that 5 welcome packs had been delivered.   
Road resurfacing work had been scheduled, but some of it overnight so residents had 
complained and the works were now deferred.         
 

3424.  Young People 
 Youth Club was now back up and running with the Leaders back on payroll.   There 

was a need to issue overtime cheques. 
 
3425. Facilities & Amenities 
 A hole had been repaired in the play area.   MT had seen the footings for the railway 

footbridge 30 – 50 yards further east than the original path, no request for moving the 
footpath had been received.   He had met with WSCC who had promised to make the 
Haywards Heath Road footpath 18 inches wider and provide a drainage gully. 

 
3426.   Rail Issues 

 BPC had lobbied to get car parking charges reduced to £2 a day and free at weekends.    
BPC, Network Rail and WSCC representatives had met in August and subsequently 
Network Rail had verbally confirmed that they were willing to reduce car parking 
charges to £2.50 per day.  BPC have promised to put pressure on residents to use the 
car park through the Parish Magazine, posters etc. WSCC had offered their support 
and work to repair the verge would be considered.   Other rail issues were ongoing.  
RS and KB would liaise on parking because Bramble Hill was now encountering 
similar commuter parking problems.  AS congratulated KB on this success: KB 
would forward written correspondence as soon as it was available, aiming for 
implementation 1 November.    
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Train frequency/staggering had been discussed with Eddie Toase and he seemed to be 
receptive. 
 

3427. Bramble Hall 
 A bulb had been changed, the garden needed clearing.   It was agreed not to commit 
major expense until a longer lease was agreed.   RS would start investigating this after 
Christmas and asked that it be an Agenda item in January 2015.   Bookings healthy. 
 

3428. Traffic Matters 
 Public consultation on the Newlands TRO in December.    After 3.5 years work the 
speed limit signs north of the village on the B2036 are being installed.   RS was 
congratulated. 
 

3429.  Correspondence 
 M9  Technical Consultation on Planning – AS to respond 
W3  West Sussex Minerals Local Plan consultation – KB to reiterate previous 
concerns 
W5   RR to meet with MSDC footpath lady re registering new footpaths 
O20  AONB Booklet available for schools – RR to action 
O19  Letters about 43 Newlands, RR to write to Helen Card at WSSCC expressing 
concern about the gradient of the driveway slope and the water issue. 
 

3430. Exchange of Information 
 KD asked for more signage for the new station footpath and the diversion for the 

railway footpath closure to be marked as it was last summer. 
 CD informed Councillors that it was clear from recent school places consultation 

documents that Balcombe would not get a new classroom.  All Balcombe classes were 
full and nearly all children were from the catchment area.   KD has been invited to the 
next governors’ meeting.   CD was asked to feedback BPC concerns, about new 
housing implications with a school already full. 

 CJ Crawley Lane Bridleway progressing with 2 new bridges installed.  CJ asked that 
the Greentrees development maintain the pedestrian footpath through the gates – RR. 

  
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.20 pm.   
 
 
THE NEXT PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1 5 OCTOBER AT 8.00 
PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 15 October 2014 


