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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 15 OCTOBER 2014 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Cllrs Alison Stevenson (AS), Katherine Daniel (KD), Catherine Dennison (CD), 
Mike Talman (MT), Robin Williamson (RW), Simon Greenwood (SG) 
In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council  
 
3431. Public Participation 

 Susie Horne asked if Balcombe Parish Council had been notified about the arrival of 
what looked like chemical containers on the Lower Stumble site, or if they had 
notification of planned activities (BPC had not).  
Paddy Horne highlighted recent last minute amendments to legislation going through 
currently allowing oil/gas companies to dispose of waste water without notifying 
landowners.   
Sue Taylor also drew attention to this; she said she would forward a Hansard copy to 
the Clerk.   Two amendments had been made after public consultation, leaving the 
House of Lords one day to react: one to allow oil/gas companies to put any products 
down wells and the other to remove any liability on companies to restore land. 

 
3432. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 
 Cllr Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in Item 10 Oil Exploration (3440) and 

a personal interest in Item 14 (3448 Dean Land Shaw).   Cllr Williamson declared a 
personal interest in respect of Item 14 (3448 White Gables, Dyffryn Teg). 

 
3433. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies had been received from Rodney Saunders (RS), Carol Jarvest (CJ), Kevin 

Bottomley (KB), Peter Huxley (PH), and Alan Dearden (AD). 
 
3434. To approve Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 September 

The Minutes (circulated) were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
  

3435. Clerk’s Report on Matters Arising 
3406  The footbridge at Kemps Farm should be finished mid-November; if not mid-
January would be the next available window. 
3410  A defibrillator has been donated by Haywards Heath Town Council and a letter 
of thanks sent.   The fund money raised will go towards installation, training and 
other village projects, Micki to canvass opinion.  
3385  No surgery requests in October, next scheduled surgery 8 Nov (RW, AS)  
3394  Some resurfacing work has been scheduled for October (Rocks Lane, Foxwells) 
but no date yet for the Haywards Heath Road, which may drift into 2015 
3400   WSCC will try to formally adopt the Kelsey House/Yew Tree Farm and the 
new Station Footpath.  BPC will approach the owner of the strip of land behind the 
Kelsey House footpath to aid the process. 
3403 Kings Cottage refused, 3405 Balcombe House plane tree refused 
3411 The Croft oak trees granted. 
3414 Still awaiting quotes for snow ploughing 
3415 WSCC David Crockford had replied about the school bus issue promising to 
monitor safety on the school bus and reiterating that it was common in Sussex for 
children to travel on public buses, which also served to perpetuate public services 
3429  AONB leaflet delivered to school 
3430 Thanks to MT for putting signage up for the railway crossing closure. 
Greentrees bridleway/footpath will be monitored to make sure gate dimensions will 
allow for pedestrians and horses – WSCC liaising with MSDC. 
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3417  The Residents’ Association in Oldlands would be allowed safety signage as 
long as it is not illuminated, and not over 0.3 square metres.  MT highlighted a broken 
Oldlands road sign outside the Kier site. 
 

3436. Urgent Matters 
 Derek Earl had asked that BPC write to Highley Manor to request that they remove 

litter and old balloons on the highways after their wedding events.   This was agreed.   
There was also a call to ask that posters on noticeboards be taken down when out of 
date and that businesses should not use the boards. 

 
3437. Financial 

 Cash Book Receipts & Payments for September 2014 were noted as presented and 
unanimously approved.   RW drew attention to the fact that the salary quoted was 
more than budgeted because of the clerk’s salary increment.   He asked that Working 
Groups review their budgets soon and that the Neighbourhood Planning team assess 
their anticipated expenditure.    RR informed BPC that she had adjusted the asset list 
to take into consideration the new Bramble Hall furniture and had also erroneously 
revalued assets in line with inflation.   The auditors had signed off the 13/14 Accounts 
but asked that valuations revert to the book figure next year. 
 

3438. Parking in the village centre prohibiting bus movements 
 The Clerk informed Councillors that parking too close to the junction opposite the 

Half Moon was prohibiting bus movements in the centre of the village to such an 
extent that some drivers were threatening not to come up into the village, which 
would leave the older generation with a challenging walk up the Hill from the London 
Road.   Bollards were being put there and a note would go into the Parish Magazine 
requesting more considerate parking.    It was agreed to get dedicated, weighted 
bollards and ask RS to look into the problem with other traffic matters. 

 
3439. Driveway 43 Newlands 
 There had been many complaints from residents about the sloping pavement and the 

water problem.   WSCC had insisted that the slope was legal but had now agreed that 
the water issue was a problem and have referred this to MSDC.    BPC will wait for 
that outcome before pursuing the matter further. 

 
 Cllr Greenwood left the room 
 
3440. Report from the Oil Exploration Working Group (OEWG ) 

 In KB’s absence RR read the report.   There was little development this month.   
Judicial Review set for 6/7 November.   The Kirdford and Wisborough Green action 
group had instigated a petition that attracted over 3,500 signatures demanding that 
West Sussex be declared a "Frack-Free Zone."  There is to be WSCC debate on 17 
October in Horsham, this will be broadcast live.   KB had again urged caution in 
dealings with the press.  AS had presented at SALC and attended an All Party 
Parliamentary Meeting on lateral drilling at Westminster.   WSCC have another Oil 
and Gas Exhibition in Chichester, 8 November, and had invited BPC to attend. 
 
Cllr Greenwood re-entered 
 

3441. Victory Hall Management Committee (VHMC) Update 
 Following invitations to 9 firms of building surveyors and on site interviews with a 
short list of 3, it is anticipated that at its next meeting (22 October) there will be a 
recommendation to appoint one.  BPC funding had been earmarked for these costs. 
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3442. Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 KD reported that the pre-submission plan, sustainability appraisal and design 
statement would be complete by the end of the month.   It was hoped that consultation 
would take place mid-November and community engagement early December.     
  

3443.  Young People 
 All was running smoothly but there was a need for a volunteer for Monday 3 

November because of Jules absence.    Cllr Dennison volunteered and Cllr Daniel 
suggested that her son might be willing to help out.  

 
3444. Facilities & Amenities 
 The Bramble Hall boxes were due to be replanted.    The pavilion had its electrics 

checked and work was in hand to get a window pane repaired and the electrics 
upgraded to current standards.    The Snow Plan was still progressing with quotes 
anticipated; only 3/4 volunteers had come forward as helpers.   RR to give MT A3 
Footpath Map.   MT reported that Kier contractors had voluntarily cleared some of 
the railway footpath, they were encouraged by the positive feedback they had had.    
A request for the dead Dickinson memorial tree on the green to be replaced was 
agreed, with no BPC involvement necessary.    It was noted that the area set aside for 
poppies needed to be reinstated, AS to talk to the Garden Guerrillas.   KD reported 
that the Haywards Heath Road footpath needed to be swept, MT to contact WSCC.   
The Oldlands Street sign needed to be repaired, MT to talk to CJ as a representative 
of the Oldlands Residents’ Association.   The verges on Newlands had been damaged; 
BPC was in discussion with Kier, who had made every attempt to prevent this. 

 
3445.   Rail Issues 

RR reported that Southern have now confirmed that as of 11 November and for at 
least the whole of 2015 the Station car parking charges would be reduced to £2.50 
Monday to Friday, and free after 4.00 pm and at weekends.  Pre-paid season and 
scratch card tickets would be reduced proportionately.  AS congratulated KB and 
mentioned Helen Card’s involvement too.   Plans to make sure that anti-social parkers 
used the car park were underway: flyers on cars, website, Parish Magazine etc. 
 

3446. Bramble Hall 
 Bookings healthy, Pilates about to start.  Fire extinguishers had been checked.    
  

3447. Traffic Matters 
 RR reported that the speed limit signs north of the village on the B2036 had been 
installed.  The High Street 50 mph sign did seem to be misplaced.  The yellow lines in 
Newlands are still programmed for public advertisement in December.  The Half 
Moon petition/facebook page to get a STOP sign in the village centre was discussed; 
community signage was advocated.   In correspondence with Jayne Milne it was 
suggested that BPC once again look at this issue. 

 
3448.  Planning  
 14/00446/FUL Forest Farm, Paddockhurst Lane RH17 6QZ - Conversion of existing 
 redundant buildings into a single dwelling.  In principle no objection but the quality 
 of the design submitted was disappointing.    It was noted that the Granary had been 
 taken out of the application.   
 14/03292/FUL Dean Land Shaw, Jobes RH17 6HZ - Proposed demolition of existing 
 house and outbuildings.  Proposed new development of 5 houses.   Comments 
 submitted for this application last time would be repeated, noting lighting, tree 
 conservation, parking issues etc 
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 14/03416/TCA Astley, Stockcroft Rd RH17 6LG - Fell eucalyptus. No objection. 
 14/03549/TCA Dyffryn Teg, London Road RH17 6HT - Fell T1 Willow.  No objection 
 provided the Tree Officer is happy and neighbours have no issues.  
 14/03535/FUL White Gables, London Road RH17 6HS - Proposed single storey 
 extension to rear, new porch and extended cross over onto main road.   No objection. 

 Application received after publication of Agenda 
14/03638/LBC and 14/03637/FUL Kings Cottage, London Road - Replacement of 
dilapidated residential structure and annexe with new single storey dwelling.  The 
Clerk reported that she had spoken with the Planning Officer who had confirmed that 
this application was identical to the previous.   No objection. 
 

 3449 Correspondence 
 O22  Handcross Bus wanted feedback on routes and frequency, this to go on  
  Agenda in November 
M4    a MSDC request for photos for a website to be circulated 
O7    Andrew Edmondson’s request for involvement in a Humanist Remembrance 
  Day event, BPC to notify him that we would not oppose such a plan but would 
  not have involvement 
O11 30 mph wheelie bin stickers to be purchased c£50 
O13 Joan Dutton’s letter about the Mineral Stream being addressed 
O8 Thanks were extended to Alex, Laurie and Angela for walking the footpaths 
O4 A charity Golf Day in April 2015 was highlighted 
 

3450. Exchange of Information 
 AS reported that some road signs were dirty and asked the Ranger to check the signs 
on the Haywards Heath and London Road, the sign outside the Church had been done. 
 AS reported that Jim Cooke had died. 
 MT asked if it were likely that signs at the mini-roundabout had been positioned at an 
angle to prevent lorries knocking them.   He was told that this was likely and reported 
that this was the feedback he had given Richard Greig who had queried it. 
 SG asked about dates for BPC meetings next year – RR to suggest dates 

   
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25 pm.   
 
 
THE NEXT PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1 9 NOVEMBER AT 
8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 19 November 2014 


