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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL H ELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 16 JULY 2014 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 

 
Present: Cllrs Alison Stevenson (AS), Robin Williamson (RW), Kevin Bottomley (KB), Simon 
Greenwood (SG), Alan Dearden (AD), Katherine Daniel (KD), Mike Talman (MT), Catherine 
Dennison (CD), Peter Huxley (PH) 
In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council 
 
3381. Public Participation 

 John James asked BPC to give support to Micki, the Half Moon landlady, in her 
attempt to raise money for a village defibrillator.    He asked BPC to advise on grants 
and to write to support her in an attempt to win £10,000 from Enterprise Inns for the 
community.   So far £400 has been raised with further fund-raising planned.   It was 
agreed to put this on the September Agenda and to give assistance as asked. 
Paddy Horne invited BPC to congratulate farmers in Zurawlow, Poland, for 
successfully blockading Chevron from drilling and fracking a shale gas well in their 
village (the Mayor of Zurawlow had addressed a BPC meeting in July 2013).   He 
stated that Bolney Resources had changed its name to Cuadrilla Ltd in 2013 and 
produced evidence from Companies House.  He asked that his comment to check the 
validity of the Intention to Frack letter with the author was recorded in the minutes.    
Susie Horne asked about developments concerning the closure of the Kemps Farm 
railway footpath.   The clerk informed her that WSCC had admitted that the sudden 
closure was an offence but had failed to get further information because the WSCC 
contact was on holiday.    
Paddy Horne subsequently questioned the lack of signature on the posted Cuadrilla 
statement.   It was agreed to add “by email” to the post. 
Susie Horne asked if BPC had been in contact with Cuadrilla since April 2014.   The 
Chair replied that she had had been in contact twice, once over the Bolney Resources 
Intention to Frack letter and once after Shale Gas World to inform them of the 
criticisms she had levelled against them.    Susie asked that BPC notify the village as 
soon as there are developments:  she was told that this would happen.    

 
3382. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 
 Cllr. Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in respect of Agenda Item 9 Oil 

Exploration (3389), and a personal interest in Item 16 (3391).   Cllr Bottomley 
declared a personal interest Item 9 (3389) as a member of FFBRA.    

 
3383. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies had been received from Cllr Saunders: Cllr Jarvest was on holiday. 
  
3384. To approve Minutes of the Meetings held on 18 June 2014 

The circulated Minutes of the Meeting held 18 June 2014 were approved and signed 
by the Chairman as a true record. 
 

3385. Clerk’s Report on Matters Arising 
 3360  BPC had written to WSCC re Broadband and had received a reply indicating 
that Balcombe may get high speed Broadband in the New Year or possibly sooner.   
3360   The Bolney Resources letter re fracking had been posted on the BPC website. 
3366   No one had booked an appointment for the July Surgery and so in September 
the same format would be applied, meetings by appointment only. 
3368   A letter confirming continuation of the Bramble Hall lease had been written. 
3369   The Fete had been fantastic, a letter of thanks would be sent to the organisers. 
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3247   The appeal for The Lodge (13/01538/COU) had been dismissed. 
3370   Paul Milton had decided that he did not want the use of Bramble Hall 
  

 
3386. Urgent Matters 

 The Post Office in the village had not been operational since 4 July causing problems 
for pensioners.   The Clerk had discovered it was a BT landline issue and was chasing 
daily to try to get it rectified. 
 

3387. Financial 
 Cash Book Receipts & Payments for June 2014 were noted as presented and 
unanimously approved. 
 

3388. To agree the appointment of Barclays Bank as BPC bankers and agree terms 
The Clerk and RFO had read the Agreement and were happy, Worth Parish Council 
had been a reference site and all Councillors had received the Barclays Customer 
Agreement.   The decision to appoint Barclays Bank as Balcombe Parish Council 
bankers was proposed by Cllr Huxley and seconded by Cllr Dearden, it was passed 
unanimously.    
        
Cllr Greenwood left the room 
 

3389.    Report from the Oil Exploration Working Group (OEWG) 
 There had been no further developments:  conditions and informatives had not been 
tackled, the Judicial Review process was still underway and the Liaison Group had 
not been set up.   The Parish Council has requested that it is further consulted on 
Traffic Management, Pollution, Liaison Group terms of reference and structure.     AS 
and KB participated in the WSCC Oil and Gas exhibition at Pulborough on 21 
June14.   KB also participated in the WSCC and South Downs National Park 
Authority Joint Minerals Planning Policy workshop.    The general feedback from the 
five working groups was that Parish Councils feel disenfranchised. There is also a 
great deal of pressure to ban oil exploration from the National Park but this may 
increase the commercial pressure with the PEDL license areas on those parishes 
outside the National Park. The new planning policy is to run from 2017 to 2031.   KB 
urged continuing caution in interaction with the media and research groups, people 
should be referred to the BPC website. 
 

3390. Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 162 Feedback forms had been received with more expected after the Fete event, a 

closing date was suggested.   There had been a meeting with Landowners to work 
through the top sites (those with more than 50% acceptance).  These were Rectory 
Gardens, Balcombe House Gardens, North of Station House, Barn Meadow Triangle, 
Balcombe House Woods and Barn Field.   Glebe Farm would possibly be suitable for 
commercial activity and an extension of the graveyard had also been requested.   
Landowners would be asked to submit outline plans by the end of July.   Work with a 
Consultant in advance of the pre-submission plan had been taking place.  The 
timescale would be tight for a May referendum.    There would be a steering group 
meeting in September then the document would go to MSDC for comment with 
formal consultation for 6 weeks from October.    Church Commissioners were open to 
the idea of moving the Rectory to allow a larger building plot, and this could mean 
the creation of a pub garden.    A design statement was being prepared by the CABE 
Consultant.  
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3391.  Planning - For representation by 17 July 2014  
 14/01841/FUL Stone Hall Pit, RH17 5QN The infilling of a depression adjacent to 
 previously infilled manure lagoon.   AS talked through the application which 
estimated 200 lorry movements (c4 per hour), a similar project previously had caused 
many complaints.    
 
Cllr Greenwood re-entered   
 
BPC would raise concerns about the lorry movements; a 20 mph limit should be 
implemented.    Parts of the plan were missing.   Visibility splays were an issue too, 
ideally hedgerows would be instated and traffic should enter from the South.    A 
delay until after the summer was suggested to avoid noise and dirt when people are 
sitting in their gardens.  
14/02139/TCA Trees Cottage, RH176LJ T1 and T2 Reduce by approx. 6 to 10 feet, T4 
Thuja remove.  No objection. 
14/02168/TCA School House, London Road, RH17 6HS (T1), (T2) and (T3) Cherry 
Fell because of excessive shading.  No objection 
The Clerk would investigate if trees outside the Conservation Area needed to be dealt 
with through the planning process.   In the event of planning applications over the 
summer an Extraordinary Meeting would be called. 
 

3392. To consider further progression on the Skateboard Facility in the village  
 Helen Savage had approached the Clerk on this subject, extolling the virtues of such a 

facility for teenagers.   At present there was a sum set aside in the Youth Club account 
but BPC would have to approach MSDC for help with the overall cost of c£20,000.     
Resident concerns over noise had been an issue in the past.   The Neighbourhood 
Planning team would try to allocate a suitable site. 

 
3393.  To consider an objection to the Birchen Fields development in Haywards Heath 
 It was agreed that this development of 40 houses would not significantly impact on 

Balcombe and therefore there would be no justification for objection.    It was 
suggested that Balcombe should be a statutory consultee on any Haywards Heath 
development because of the effect on traffic in Balcombe.   AS did not like any 
developments outside the scope of the District Plan.  RR to contact Bob O’Brien. 

 
3394.  Safety & Security 

AD reported that there was no criminal activity to report.    Bramble Hill, Foxwells 
and Mill Lane should be resurfaced by the end of August.   The Half Moon pothole 
had been filled.   The defibrillator fund was discussed again and RR will speak to 
WSCC, give Micki the CLC Grant application forms and draft a testimonial.      
 

3395.  Young People 
 Numbers in the summer term were healthy and Jules had worked tirelessly at the Fete, 

with Mike in attendance as well.    The Clerk had written a note of thanks to Jules 
expressing the hope that she will continue in September. Mike was happy to continue. 

 
3396. Facilities & Amenities 

MT had sorted the grass verges at the bottom of Newlands which are now included on 
the cutting contract.     Joy Hopkins memorial bench was ready to install in the 
Recreation Ground.   Haywards Heath Road footpath ongoing.  The Jobes cut through 
where work was being done by Infinity Sutton was being monitored by Michael 
Martin the MSDC Enforcement Officer.   Only 25% of the poppies had come up.    
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The first SSE inspection for the new contract had been undertaken and the Haywards 
Heath Road lamp repaired. 

 
3397.   Rail Issues 

 KB will attend a meeting 13 August with Southern and WSCC to discuss the 
reduction of daily parking fees and free parking at weekends and after 4.00 pm.   It is 
hoped that this meeting will produce senior contacts so that BPC can then pursue the 
other aims such as ticket office manning, ticket machines, station facilities and train 
times and frequency.   

  
3398. Traffic 
 No update on the current TROs has been forthcoming.   Cllr Saunders will follow this 

up on his return. 
  

3399.  Correspondence 
 M3 District Plan submission on Scoping Report – deadline 13 August 
 M2 Invitation from Claire Tester to contribute to Gatwick discussion, RR and KD 
 to liaise and contact Richard Jowitt (pilot) who had expressed interest in giving input 
 O1 AS to write to WSCC re 43 Newlands 
 O4 SG believed that we did not fulfil the criteria for an electric car charge point 
 O5 Clerks & Councils Direct – article about Skateboard Park 
 O17 KD to coordinate a trip to see eco houses in Lewes 
 O16 RR to resend the High Weald AONB Annual Review    
  
3400. Exchange of Information 
 A resident had informed the Clerk that he had been abused by a resident in the 

Nurseries who had said the twitten there was not a public right of way.    It was 
suggested that he ignore this resident and continue using the path.  

 Fiona Coveney had informed AS that the path past Kelsey House was overgrown – 
RR to look into the possibility of formally dedicating this as a footpath.  Progress on 
the new Bridleway to be investigated too. 

 KB mentioned Cricket Week, Fireworks on Friday 25 July and BBQ Saturday 26 July 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25 pm.   
 
A private discussion followed which agreed the BPC Nomination for a MSDC Community 
Service Award and Garden Party invitation. 
 
THE NEXT PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1 7 SEPTEMBER AT 
8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 17 September 2014 


