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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH CO UNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21 MAY 2014 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE  HALL 

 
Present: Cllrs Alison Stevenson (AS), Rodney Saunders (RS), Robin Williamson (RW), 
Carol Jarvest (CJ), Peter Huxley (PH), Kevin Bottomley (KB), Simon Greenwood (SG), 
Alan Dearden (AD), Katherine Daniel (KD), Mike Talman (MT) 
In attendance Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council 
 
3331. Election of Chairman 

 Cllr Stevenson was unanimously re-elected Chairman (proposed PH seconded 
 MT) and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Cllr Williamson spoke on 
behalf of Councillors to extend his thanks to Alison for outstanding leadership and 
expressed his delight that she was standing again this year.    AS thanked Councillors 
for their support and said that she could not do it without them. 

3332. Election of Vice-Chairman 
 Cllr Saunders was unanimously re-elected Vice Chair (proposed AS, seconded RW). 
3333. Election of Responsible Financial Officer 
 Cllr Williamson was unanimously re-elected RFO (proposed RS, seconded MT). 
3334. Public Participation 
 Gary Marsh asked if Balcombe Parish Council would be interested in sharing a stand 
 with Turners Hill to promote Bramble Hall as a venue at the forthcoming “Open 4 
 Business” event in Burgess Hill Tuesday 21 October, at a joint cost of c£50.  The 
 Clerk expressed interest. 

 Paddy Horne spoke about the imminent release of a British Geological Survey 
document which would estimate oil/gas reserves in the Weald.   He also gave figures 
from a March Shale Conference on the numbers of wells forecast to be needed in 
Lancashire and the number of wells actually operating in Texas over 10 years.   He 
wanted to explain why people were concerned because this information had led to a 
forecast figure of 12,700 wells needed in West Sussex.   He also pointed out that 
Lower Stumble was now an “appraisal” site and the word “exploratory” should be 
removed from the Working Group title. 

3335. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 
 Cllr. Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in respect of Agenda Item 11 (3341), 

and possibly Item 12 (3351).   Cllrs Jarvest & Bottomley declared a personal interest 
Item 11 (3341) as members of FFBRA.    

3336.   Apologies for absence  
 Apologies were received from Cllr Catherine Dennison  
3337. To approve Minutes of the Meetings held on 23 April 2014 

The circulated Minutes of the Meetings held on 23 April 2014 were approved and 
signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

3338. Clerk’s Report on Matters Arising 
 3290  Lollipop training had now taken place and the Clerk thanked Helen Card and 
 Cllr Acraman for their help. 

 3291  The MSDC response to the Second Runway proposal was on the Balcombe 
 Parish Council website.  Cllr Gary Marsh gave a quick overview.  Concerns had been 
raised about the volume of housing needed in Mid Sussex but also the positive growth 
and creation of “good” jobs through the catalytic effect of airport growth.   A new 
business/science park near Burgess Hill would benefit.  Road links were not good. 

 3328 Troytown, Lodgelands and Holly Cottage planning applications all passed. 
 3329 Plans for land adjacent to St. Agnes had been withdrawn. 
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 3329  A Grants/Volunteers section now on the website  - Balcombe Babies were 
 desperate for a Treasurer 
 3330  New Footpath opening 31 May 2.00 pm at the Station Car Park making a 
 circuitous walk around the village possible linking the Kemps Farm footpath 
 with the station. 
 3300 The Clerk had had little luck pursuing 30 mph stickers through the police she 
 will look at sourcing direct at c£2 each. 
3339. Urgent Matters 

 Balcombe Parish Council had been asked to take part in a WSCC Oil & Gas 
 Exhibition in Pulborough on 21 June.  Helen Card gave details - statutory 
organisations and other interested parties were invited and there would be 
opportunities for engagement.   AS and KB were both available to attend and other 
Councillors were welcome. 

3340. Financial 
 Cash Book Receipts & Payments for April 2014 and the final 14/15 budget figures 
 were noted as presented and unanimously approved.    Rosy Telford had agreed to act 
as the Internal Auditor for 2014/15 and all Councillors accepted this proposal.    The 
accounting statements in the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2014 as 
circulated were unanimously approved and signed by AS and RW.   The Sub 
Committee nominated to audit procedures had met and ruled that everything was in 
good order.   The annual governance statement 2013/4/was therefore signed by AS 
and the Clerk and the following documents were also signed:- Financial 
Responsibilities of the Clerk, Risk Assessment of the Council, Responsibilities of the 
RFO and Fixed Asset Register.   The appointment of the Audit Sub Committee for 
14/15 was confirmed as being SG, PH, RW and RR. 
        
Cllr Greenwood left the room 
 

3341.    Report from the Oil Exploration Working Group (OEWG) 
 KB was still happy to lead the Group, Cllrs RS and KD stood down so the 
membership was  - KB, PH, RW, AS, RR, CJ, Mostyn Field (MF).   KB reported that 
BPC had objected to the Cuadrilla Application and had also made representation at 
the planning meeting.   The WSCC Planning Officers had approved the application 
subject to 18 conditions and two informatives.  Planning consent had been granted but 
as a result of local objections some conditions were stiffened and extra conditions 
added.   A Liaison Group for public consultation was one of the stipulations.  The 
possibility of traffic being allowed south and an informative concerning damage to 
the highway were also added.   BPC had requested that it was consulted on both the 
traffic management plan, the pollution plan and the Liaison Group’s terms of 
reference and structure.   WSCC are expected to liaise with FFBRA in relation to the 
Liaison Group and it was desirous to coordinate the approach.   Likewise both BPC 
and FFBRA had been asked to take part in the WSCC Oil & Gas Exhibition 
mentioned earlier.  KB reported that FFBRA were challenging the WSCC planning 
approval via Judicial Review.   He invited AS to give a quick report on the Shale 
World Conference.   AS said it was very interesting and well attended and enabled her 
to get more useful contacts eg within the Health & Safety Executive.    There were 
attendees from all sides, Duarte Figueira of DECC, the Shadow Secretary for Energy, 
Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth, Tyndall Centre as well as petroleum geophysicists 
from Imperial and Keele.   The Weald report from the British Geological Survey was 
about to be released which would show what was available in the Weald Basin 
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through this process.   Her community round table sessions were well attended.   She 
recommended Ruth Hayhurst’s blog if people wanted more information.  MT asked 
about general conclusions.   AS said the feeling was that it would happen but much 
slower than government wanted, the regulators seemed to be happy.  It was both 
government and shadow government policy.   MT thanked her for attending.  
 
Cllr Greenwood re-entered   

 
3342. Bramble Hall Management Committee Update 

Cllr Saunders was happy to continue leading the team of MT, AD and RR who were 
also still happy to stay on the working group.   All indications were that it is running 
well thanks to MT and RR and there is an upward trend in income from lettings.   It 
was predicted that if this continued, in two years we would reach break-even point.    
The decision to continue leasing the building would be an Agenda item in June.   AS 
thanked the Clerk for her efforts.   Thanks went to MT who had installed new planters 
outside and who had treated the weeds.  A blind was needed for the door. RW asked 
for monthly BPC usage figures so that he could include this in the figures. 

3343. Victory Hall Management Committee Update 
 RS was still happy to be the BPC representative and was due to attend his first 
meeting in three weeks’ time.  

3344. Neighbourhood Plan 
It was resolved that Cllr Daniel would be the new leader with AS, CJ, CD and PH still 
as team members.   All Councillors were asked to help out with the Drop-In sessions 
at Bramble Hall on Thursday 12 June (3.15 – 5.00 pm, 7.00 – 9.00 pm) and Saturday 
14 June (10.00 – 1.00 pm).   Cllr Greenwood would not attend because of vested 
interests.   Gary Marsh said that the MSDC District Plan timetable was being 
published on 28 May and they had asked for feedback on housing sites on 6 June – 
BPC would ask for an extension until after the drop-in sessions. 

3345. Safety & Security 
AD and SG were willing to stay on the team.   Speedwatch was not operating.   
Welcome packs were being delivered and pothole reporting ongoing.  The poor 
quality of patching work on Bramble Hill and rumble strips was discussed.   AD was 
in contact with Carolyn Robertson on Neighbourhood Watch. 

3346.  Young People 
 Cllr Jarvest was willing to lead the team with PH and CD.  The Club was running 
well with an Assistant employed and administrative procedures set up; the Hall was 
an amazing venue compared to the Pavilion.   CJ said that money for a skateboard 
park had been set aside and this had been identified as a potential improvement within 
the Neighbourhood Plan so this should be explored.    AS thanked CJ for this “great 
feat” to get it up and running again. 

3347. Facilities & Amenities 
AS couldn’t think of a better man for the job in Cllr Talman.   He was happy to stay 
on the team with CD.   He derived a great deal of enjoyment from this and the Parish 
Ranger position.   A team of volunteers had helped keep Balcombe tidy at no cost to 
the Council.    The Newlands verges seemed to be repairing themselves.   The drain in 
Newlands needed to be repaired because it was dangerous BPC would contact WSCC 
again.    MT was helping Joy Hopkins organise a memorial bench for Bill Hopkins. 
AD suggested that village benches should be treated; the Scouts or Probation Service 
could be used. 
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3348.   Rail Issues 
 Cllrs KB, PH and AD plus Steve Burgess were on the working group.   The awarding 

of the new franchise was imminent which would trigger a further push on ticket 
machines, staffing, facilities and train times.   The promise of a reduction on parking 
fees was still not forthcoming. 

3349. Local Societies 
 Group disbanded - RR was already putting information on Grants on the website. 
3350. Traffic 
 Cllr RS was happy to stay as leader with CD and AS.   The focus remained on the two 

issues, the speed limit to the north of the village (end of June implementation) and the 
Newlands TRO with expected delivery at the latter end of the financial year. 

 
 Cllr Greenwood left the room; he commented that some buildings had lease 

conditions requiring a new location to be provided if the original site was developed.    
 
3351. Protection of Community Assets 
 A list had been circulated and at the Neighbourhood Plan drop-in sessions and in the 

Parish Magazine villagers would be invited to nominate assets.   It was recommended 
that BPC talk to MSDC (Tom Clark) to find out any provisos on sites.   The 
Telephone Exchange and Alley and School Greens were mentioned.  Gary Marsh 
gave a quick update on the Waitrose station development in Haywards Heath. 

 
 Cllr Greenwood re-entered. 
 
3352. Residents’ Meeting Issues 

 Paul Milton a local artist had attended to talk about a possible art festival in 
September and had asked for BPC support (to be added to the Agenda in June).   
Douglas Edwards the architect working on St. Agnes had consulted and would re-
design plans.   Laurence Harris had asked about Rail Card renewal.   It was agreed to 
run the next surgery in the first half hour in advance of the Neighbourhood Plan drop-
in on Saturday 14 June, 10.00 – 10.30 am.   

3353. Goals to be achieved 
 Goals to be achieved before April 2015 were :- completion of  Neighbourhood Plan, 
Speed Limit North of Village/Yellow Lines Newlands, Bramble Hall, meaningful 
communications with the new rail franchise, establishment of a workable Liaison 
Group for oil matters (working with FFBRA), potential Youth Facility. 

3354. Consideration of parking problem on verges opposite Meadow Close 
 A letter and verbal complaints had been made about cars parking on the verge of 
Combers.   KD said that this was not a regular problem and had not happened for two 
months.    It was resolved that RR would ascertain ownership and KD would monitor.  

3355. Confirmation of Handcross Bus Grant 
 The Clerk flagged up that a cheque for £400 would be issued to the Handcross 
Community Bus in lieu of the subsidy paid for Rail Cards. 

3356. Consideration of c£500 spend for toddler tables/changing table for Bramble Hall 
 It was resolved to postpone a decision until after the June meeting and the future of 

the building had been decided. 
3357.  Planning - For representation by 6 June 2014 

 BA/14/00446/FUL Forest Farm, Paddockhust Lane RH17 6QZ Conversion of existing 
 redundant buildings into dwelling and annex.  There was no objection in principal to 
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the conversion but it should be “in keeping” with the nature of the building.   The 
proposed cabin should have a time constraint. 

3358.  Correspondence 
 M1 Housing Supply – BPC should ask for an extension 
  W4 Jane Moseley letter with listed conditions should be circulated to Councillors 
 O2 Grants on MS CVS Newsletter to be posted on BPC website 
 O6 A letter from Desmond Burton re grave site allocation.   Allocation of sites is 

within the Neighbourhood Plan; BPC should not take over graveyard administration.  
 O10 Proposed Birchen Field development in Haywards Heath – AD and RR would 

attend and coordinate diaries with Gary Marsh. 
 O14 The FFBRA Letter to WSCC re Judicial Review should be posted on website 
3359.  Exchange of Information 
 SG asked about Bus Shelter advertising and the Clerk explained that the offer was 

based on payment on commission and not worth pursuing.    
 MT asked about the Pavilion and RR said she was scheduling an inspection with the 

Football Club.    
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 21.57 pm.   
 
THE NEXT PARISH MEETING WOULD BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18 JUNE 
MAY AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 18 June 2014 


