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1 . Introduction
1 .1 The purpose of this Scoping Report is to identify the sustainability issues within Balcombe Parish and to 

set objectives for the Sustainability Appraisal of the Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan that can be used to 
determine how the Neighbourhood Plan will look to address some or all of these issues. 

1 .2 In accordance with European and national legislation Neighbourhood Plans must be subject to a 
Sustainability Appraisal for consultation with environmental bodies and other relevant stakeholders.

1 .3 The commitment to the achievement of sustainable development has been set out in legislation 
introduced at both European and national level. In 2004 the European Directive on Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) was implemented in the UK. This sets out the requirement for SEA, 
which has been incorporated into the SA process. Section 39 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act 2004 requires Local Development Documents, to be prepared with a view to contributing to the 
achievement of sustainable development. This Sustainability Appraisal incorporates the SEA process 
– for ease, this report is referred to as the Sustainability Appraisal from now on in this document, 
although it also incorporates the elements required for SEA.

1 .4 The Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan objectives are in compliance with the Strategic Objectives of the 
2004 Mid Sussex Local Plan and the emerging Mid Sussex District Plan, and consistent with local and 
national planning policy, while taking into account the local circumstances and needs of the parish of 
Balcombe.

1 .5 This document will be the subject of consultation with Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC), the 
Environment Agency (EA), Natural England (NE), English Heritage (EH) and the High Weald AONB Unit 
(AONB) before the draft Neighbourhood Plan and accompanying Sustainability Appraisal are published 
in 2013/14. The outcome of the consultation on this scoping report may result in further issues being 
identified.

1 .6 Sustainable Development is about ensuring a better quality of life for everyone, now and for 
generations to come.  It is about considering the long-term environmental, social and economic issues 
and impacts in an integrated and balanced way.  The UK Government has set five guiding principles to 
achieve sustainable development which form the basis for policy in the UK and are as follows:

•	 Living within environmental limits: this means respecting the limits of the planet’s environment, 
resources and biodiversity to improve our environment and ensure that the natural resources 
needed for life are unimpaired and remain so for future generations.

•	 Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society: this means meeting the diverse needs of present and 
future communities, promoting personal well-being, social cohesion and inclusion and creating 
equal opportunities for all.

•	 Building a strong, stable and sustainable economy: this means providing prosperity and 
opportunities for all, and in which environmental and social costs fall on those who impose them 
(polluter pays) and efficient resource use is incentivised.

•	 Promoting good governance: this means actively promoting effective, participative systems of 
governance in all levels of society – engaging people’s creativitiy, energy and diversity.

•	 Using sound science responsibly: this means ensuring policy is developed and implemented on 
the basis of strong scientific evidence, whilst taking into account scientific uncertainty (through the 
precautionary principle) as well as public attitudes and values.

1 .7 The Neighbourhood Plan can help to achieve sustainable development as it aims to ensure that 
development meets the needs of people living and working in the parish, while at the same time 
helping to ensure that adverse environmental impact is minimised. This Sustainability Appraisal will 
help inform the Neighbourhood Plan by ensuring that the plan is the most sustainable possible, given 
all alternative options for the plan’s overall strategy and the policies within it to deliver the strategy.
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2 . Methodology
2 .1 The Neighbourhood Plan covers the whole of the parish of Balcombe and is being prepared by a 

Steering Committee (NPSC) comprising five Parish Councillors, the Parish Clerk and two co-opted 
residents.  The area covered by the Neighbourhood Plan is shown on the map on page 7.

2 .2 The Sustainability Appraisal process will be led by one Parish Councillor, supported by the other 
members of the NPSC and members of the community with specialist knowledge to help us collect data 
about Balcombe as it is today.

2 .3 MSDC has published a set of 18 Sustainability Objectives and its District Plan Sustainability Appraisal 
(2013) and this document uses and expands upon those that are relevant to Balcombe.  These 
objectives are shown in Appendix A.  Local issues and objectives have been identified and the indicators 
used to measure these are from local sources at a local scale where possible.

2 .4 Local issues identified in the Balcombe Parish Plan (2007), Housing Needs Survey (2009) and NP Aims 
Questionnaire (March 2013) have been used to inform this Scoping Report.

2 .5 Baseline data has been collected for the criteria required by the SEA Directive and the UK SEA 
Regulations.  These are:

•	 Environmental Characteristics including: Landscape, Flora and Fauna; Soil and Geology, Air Quality, 
Water; Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

•	 Social Characteristics including: Population; Health, Deprivation

•	 Economic Characteristics including: Infrastructure, Roads and Transport, Local Employment

3 . Policy Context
3 .1 The Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan will need to comply with both national and local planning policies.    

The Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan and Sustainability Appraisal will need to be in conformity with the 
District Plan and it is therefore not proposed to review in this scoping report all international, national 
and local documents that are relevant, however the sustainability objectives included in the emerging 
Mid Sussex District Plan Sustainability Appraisal are included in Appendix B as a guide to the Parish 
Council group.  It should be noted that the policy context for the Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan is not 
static therefore as further plans or programmes are developed they will be reviewed and incorporated 
within future stages of the Sustainability Appraisal.

4 . Parish Characteristics and Issues
4 .1 General Parish Characteristics: Balcombe is a rural parish set in the heart of Mid Sussex and within the 

High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  It covers an area of 8.31 square miles stretching from 
the famous Ouse Viaduct in the south to Balcombe Forest in the north.  The population is 1,800 (2011 
Census) within 755 households.  The Parish is located approximately 30 miles south of London and 16 
miles north of Brighton.  The nearest towns are Haywards Heath to the south and Crawley to the north.  
Gatwick Airport is approximately 10 miles to the north and the Parish falls within the economic area 
known as the Gatwick Diamond.

Environmental Characteristics 

4 .2 Landscape – the village sits on a ridge with a forested area to the north separating Balcombe from 
Crawley.  The village is located in the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and much of the 
village is in a conservation area  which is shown on the map on page 8.  The Balcombe Estate covers 
3500 acres of mixed farmland and woodland and has ensured that the rural nature of the village 
endures.  Balcombe is noted for its beautiful woods including areas of ancient woodland and scenic 
waters of lake, millpond and reservoir. A network of footpaths enables the visitor to enjoy the parish 
which is particularly beautiful in spring and autumn.

4 .3 The geology of the parish comprises rocks from the early Cretaceous period, mainly from the Tunbridge 
Wells Sand Formation.  The Tunbridge Wells Sand is made up of cyclical sequences of siltstones with 
sandstones and clays.  The sandstones generally form the high ground and are exposed in various 
locations (eg southbound platform of Balcombe station, Mill Lane and Pilstye Wood).  The small 
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abandoned quarry in Rocks Lane shows that the Lower Tunbridge Wells Sands were quarried in 
the past.  The siltstones and mudstones are strongly weathered and are thus not exposed but 
give rise to heavy clay soils and the deeply incised valleys that have been cut by a number of small 
streams.  The London Rd just south of the village runs through a valley that has cut down to the 
impermeable Wadhurst Clay, which also acts as a very good seal in the neighbouring valley to the 
east containing Ardingly Reservoir.  Structurally, dips in the rock layers are low and the main axis 
of the weald uplift runs through Balcombe Forest in the north.  Whilst in the extreme south of the 
parish a major east-west trending fault belt brings slightly younger rocks to the surface resulting in 
a more gently rolling countryside.

4 .4 Nature Conservation - A report from the Sussex Biodiversity Record Office has been commissioned 
and will be used to ensure any development does not affect the wildlife and woodland in the 
village.  The report is attached as a separate document as it comprises 195 pages. 
There are four areas of SNCI (Sites of Nature Conservation Interest) within the parish and these 
are shown on the map on page 7 and in the Sussex Biodiversity Record Office report:

• Sedgy and Scotts Gill

• Balcombe Lake and Associated Woods

• Balcombe Estate Rocks

• Rowhill and Station Pastures

 In addition there is also a Site of Special Scientific Interest, also shown on the map on page 7 and 
in the Sussex Biodiversity Record Office report:

•   Worth Forest

Ancient Woodland covers approximately 708ha of the parish which equates to approximately 33% 
of the total area of the parish which totals 2140ha (4,800 acres) in total.  The areas of Ancient 
Woodland are shown on the map on page 8 and in the Sussex Biodiversity Record Office report.

4 .5 Air Quality – Mid Sussex District Council are required under part IV of the Environment Act 
1995 to regularly review and assess the current and likely future air quality in their areas against 
objectives in the National Air Quality Strategy. As a result they currently have 20 monitoring 
locations across the district with the nearest monitoring sites to Balcombe being located in 
Handcross and Haywards Heath. The results at those locations from monitoring by Mid Sussex 
and by the Sussex Air Network would indicate that the air quality levels at Balcombe are all within 
the objective levels. The main air quality impacts in Balcombe are from traffic on the two main 
roads through the village, there are however not a significant number of buses nor an unusually 
high level of heavy goods vehicles. The road junctions within Balcombe do not result in heavy 
congestion or long periods of cars idling their engines. Although Balcombe is close to Gatwick 
Airport the impact on air quality from planes is not significant. There is also a train station in 
Balcombe but there are not a significant number of diesel engines that pass through and therefore 
the impact on air quality is low. There are a number of industrial units in the parish and they may 
have a local impact on air quality.  Future industrial works, such as the potential oil exploration 
at Lower Stumble, may have some impact on air quality but such future developments would 
be subject to planning permission. The local area also supports agriculture and the raising of 
animals for shooting, both of which have a impact on air quality. The waste disposal site at Vintens 
(Oldlands Avenue) may also be a source of some air pollution, notably methane and is monitored 
by the landowner.  There may be a number of other such sites that are not commonly known. 

4 .6 Water – There are a number of water courses within the Parish. Some feed directly into the River 
Ouse which forms the southern boundary of the Parish. Others feed in to Balcombe Lake and then 
into Ardingly Reservoir, which then discharges to the River Ouse. The water supply for Balcombe is 
extracted from the River Ouse and treated at Barcombe approximately 15 miles to the south east 
of Balcombe.  The south east of England has suffered from a number of droughts and hosepipe 
bans over recent years and water supply to meet demand is a growing concern. Pollution of 
surface water within the Parish is mainly from agricultural runoff and the impact from farming has 
been reduced significantly over recent years as a result of actions taken at national levels. There is 
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Map to show Sites of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI), Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), the 
Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan Area and the Flood Zones.
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Map to show the Balcombe Conservation Area and the areas of Ancient Woodland.
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also a sewage treatment works within the Parish to the south of Balcombe that treats the effluent from 
the village and discharges the treated waste to the River Ouse. Any new housing or industrial works 
within the Parish will result in the need for additional water supplies and treatment of any effluent.

4 .7 Flooding - Although Balcombe is situated on a ridge and therefore at relatively low risk of flooding, 
there are two areas of flood risk in the parish along the River Ouse and its tributaries.  These areas are 
shown in the map on page 7 but are not considered to be in areas suitable for development.

4 .8 History and Heritage – Colonists have settled in Balcombe throughout the ages: Celts, Romans and 
Saxons who exploited what they could from the forest; iron, pottery and agriculture.  The village really 
opened up with the building of the railway in the 1840’s when the population exploded from 540 at the 
beginning of the century to over 1500 (not many fewer than today), residential streets and the school 
were built.  The other major event in the village’s history was the purchase of the Balcombe Estate 
by Sir Weetman Pearson (later Lord Cowdray) in 1905. Horticulture was a feature of the 20th century 
village with five commercial nurseries operating for many years; now there are none.  There are 55 
listed buildings in Balcombe, including the Parish Church of St Mary, with its 15th century tower and 
many timber framed buildings.  Much of the village centre is located in a conservation area; further 
afield the Balcombe Viaduct is of national repute.

Social Characteristics

4 .9 Population – Balcombe’s population is 1833 within 755 households, of these 20% are aged 65yrs+ 
or under 16yrs.  The population is actually becoming slightly more youthful.  More detail is shown in 
Appendix B.

4 .10 Health – over 80% of the population rate their health as good or very good and just 5% consider it to be 
bad or very bad.  This is actually marginally worse that the Mid Sussex and South East England figures 
but is probably explained by the slightly higher number of retired people living in the village.

4 .11 Deprivation – Just 1% of the population is unemployed and owner occupation is high, however on 
official measures of deprivation, there are relatively more deprived households here than elsewhere in 
Mid Sussex .  

Economic Characteristics

4 .12 Infrastructure – The village is well provided with 3 halls (Victory Hall with very fine murals), Parish 
Room (mainly used by Tiggers Pre-School) and Bramble Hall; a large recreation ground with football 
pitch and playgrounds; beautiful cricket ground with pavilion, village shop with part-time post office, 
tea rooms, pub and a haberdashers.  There is a pre-school for 2 – 5yrs, a daycare nursery for 0 -5yrs 
and a primary school for 5 – 11yrs.  Secondary aged children travel to Warden Park in Cuckfield by bus 
and 6th form students are able to attend their local college of choice, the most popular choices being 
in Haywards Heath, Brighton or Horsham. The mobile library visits fortnightly and the fish man visits 
weekly.  There are also two residential care homes within walking distance of the village centre and a 
further one within the parish.

4 .13 Roads and transport – Balcombe is well placed with a station on the main line from London to Brighton 
and easy access to the M23, however these access points present their own challenges with traffic 
flows having increased by 50% during the rush-hour since the opening of junction 10A of the M23 and 
limited train services outside the rush-hour.

4 .14 Employment – local employment is provided by the Balcombe Estate with forestry, farming and 
country sports as well as other small local businesses, many of which are owner-run from home (see 
Appendix B).  Other residents commute to London, Brighton, Gatwick Airport and Haywards Heath.  It 
is interesting to note that 5% of residents walk to work.  Despite the mainline train station only 16% of 
residents use the train to get to work; the significant majority travelling by car (57%).
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5 . Key Sustainability Issues
5 .1 SWOT Analysis

Strengths
Community spirit – Countryside – Village 
societies & events – Village shop & Post Office 
– Station – Access to transport – School – Pre-
School – Footpaths – Church – Meeting places 
– Peace & Quiet – High employment levels

Weaknesses
Traffic volumes & speed – Pedestrian safety in 
village centre – Parking at station – Parking in 
village centre - Limited train service & access 
– Activities for teenagers – Bus service – 
Internet speed – lack of affordable housing – 
Allocation of school places - Broadband speed

Opportunities
Improve parking at station & village centre – 
controlled affordable & sustainable housing 
development for local people – Enablement 
for local businesses eg incentive schemes 
– development of local renewable energy 
sources – Better public transport

Threats
Fracking – Lack of youth activities – Housing 
developments in Haywards Heath – Loss of 
local services eg village shop, post office, 
station, surgery etc – Unsympathetic 
development – Unaffordable housing – More 
speeding traffic - Insufficient trade to support 
the shop

5 .2 There are a number of sustainability issues and challenges facing the parish.  While Balcombe offers 
a high quality environment to residents and local businesses, the NP will need to manage and seek to 
resolve a series of issues over its lifetime if the parish is to continue to be lovely place to live and/or 
work while respecting its outstanding landscape setting.

Challenges Facing Balcombe Parish Effect without the Neighbourhood Plan
Oil Exploration and Fracking Neighbourhood Plan cannot affect this.
Problem of traffic speed Could get worse with no policy on sustainable 

transport or closure of station.
Lack of affordable housing No suitable sites for local people would be 

allocated .
Lack of specialist housing for young families, 
older people, young single people and new 
starters

No suitable houses would be built for these 
demographics.

Infrastructure improvements such as cross-
ings, traffic calming, stop signs, parking

Funding for infrastructure improvements may 
not be achieved.

Use of redundant farm buildings Existing policies may not be suitable for spe-
cific circumstances in Balcombe.

Development of unsuitable sites Existing policies may not ensure that the 
most suitable and sustainable sites are devel-
oped.

Need to maintain and enhance the high qual-
ity natural environment, wildlife networks 
and biodiversity of the parish

Strategic policies may not give adequate 
protection.

Need to protect and enhance the historic 
buildings and environment of the parish

Existing strategic policies may not address 
issues in the parish.

Pressure for development in the countryside Unsuitable sites might be developed and 
high quality agricultural land could be lost to 
development

Impact of development in the surrounding 
area

Coalescence .
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6. Objectives of the Sustainability Appraisal
6.1 The issues for the Neighbourhood Plan and the Objectives for the Sustainability Appraisal, have been 

informed by the policy documents identified in section 2 (in particular the Mid Sussex Local Plan 
adopted in 2004, Mid Sussex District Plan, consultative draft Nov 2011, the Balcombe Parish Plan 
published and adopted by the Parish Council in 2007, and the results of the household survey and 
consultations with local business organisations conducted in March 2012), the baseline information 
collected in section 4 and the sustainability challenges for Balcombe Parish identified in section 5.

6.2 The Objectives, and the Indicators used to measure them, are collectively known as the Sustainability 
Framework.

6.3 The Sustainability Appraisal will measure the sustainability of the Neighbourhood Plan through the 
identification of objectives and indicators. These will be used to predict the sustainability effects of 
the strategy for the Neighbourhood Plan, and the policies to deliver the strategy. The next stage of the 
Sustainability Appraisal will include consideration of alternatives and information about likely future 
changes that will occur even without a new Neighbourhood Plan. These alternatives will be assessed 
against the Sustainability Framework in order to determine which option is the most sustainable. This 
will be used to inform the drafting of the Neighbourhood Plan in order to make sure it is the most 
sustainable plan possible, given all realistic alternatives.

6.4 The Sustainability Appraisal will be carried out by considering the Neighbourhood Plan policies against 
the Sustainability Objectives, which are in effect a measure of sustainability.

6.5 Each policy will be tested by applying a number of “indicators” to it. This will help to judge the 
performance of the policy against each of the sustainability objectives. 

6.6 It is proposed that the performance of the policies in the Neighbourhood Plan will be measured against 
the objectives as follows:

Minor positive / Major positive / Neutral / Negative / Major negative / Uncertain

7. Sustainability Objectives
In order to undertake the Sustainability Appraisal process for the Neighbourhood Plan, it is necessary 
to identify sustainability objectives and indicators to enable an assessment to be made of the emerging 
options and allow for recommendations and mitigation measures to be proposed. The sustainability 
objectives have emerged through the following considerations:
•   Through the review of documents listed in Appendix C
•   as identified in the baseline section
•   to help address sustainability issues known locally
•   to help address the ‘weaknesses’ outlined in the SWOT analysis 

The proposed sustainability objectives and indicators (Sustainability Framework) for the Sustainability 
Appraisal of the Neighbourhood Plan are shown in the table overleaf. It is understood that a number of 
these objectives may not be part of formal planning processes, however they are items that as a Parish 
Council we wish to ensure form part of any development process in the village.



02/03/2014 12

No Policy Area Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan SA Objectives & Indicators
1 Environmental To protect and enhance our countryside and rural setting within the High Weald Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and ensure that any new development complements the local 
landscape.
Indicators

• Minimise loss of woodland - measured by area of Ancient Woodland in the parish, number 
of TPO’s, total area of woodland in parish

• Protection of specfic views: a) view to Worth from Cricket field b) View from sledging field 
over reservoir c) view from middle of Rocks Lane back over the village

• Any development site must be located in, or border the built-up area
• Minimise the effect of any development on heritage assets such as listed buildings

2 Environmental To reduce the impact of traffic in the village, improve pedestrian safety and encourage people 
to walk, cycle and use the train service in preference to the car.
Indicators

• Provision of traffic calming measures 
• Number of safe crossing points in the village
• Number of off road parking spaces in the centre of the village
• Provision of free/reasonably priced off road parking near the station
• Provision of cycle racks in the centre of the village and at the doctor’s surgery
• Proportion of journeys to work by sustainable methods measured by the Census

3 . Environmental
Social
Economic

Enhance the centre of the village
Indicators

• Reduction in traffic speed measured by speed data from police and Operation Crackdown
• Improve pedestrian safety measured by the number of safe crossing points
• Protection of existing village centre businesses and services 

4 Environmental To protect and enhance the biodiversity of the parish, its wildlife habitats and species
Indicators

• Data from the Sussex Biodiversity Records Office
• Condition of Ancient Woodland
• Condition of SSSI and SNCI sites

5 Environmental To increase energy efficiency  in new developments and the proportion of energy generated 
from renewable sources in the parish
Indicators

• Number of solar PV panels installed
• Proportion of houses using renewable energy sources

6 Social To promote community spirit and cohesion by protecting and improving community facilities
Indicators

• Adequate community meeting places including halls and recreation ground
• Number of active villages clubs and societies spanning all age groups
• Number of community events
• Protection of existing village centre businesses and services

7 Social
Economic

To ensure the community has access to the key services it needs by protecting village assets
Indicators

• Any development to be located within walking distance (calculated as 0.8 of a mile) of the 
Village School, Village Pre-School, Pub, Social Club, Doctor’s Surgery & Railway station

8 Social To ensure that those in housing need with genuine local connections with Balcombe have the 
opportunity to live in the village
Indicators

• Number on the local Housing Needs Register
• Number of affordable homes built - ensure that at least 30% (15) new units are classed as 

affordable over the life of the NP
• % decrease of local families in housing need

9 Economic To encourage the community to shop locally and use local business services
Indicators

• Number and type of retail premises
• New retail premises
• Viability of the pub and social club
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8. Next Steps
As the NP is developed, the strategy and policies will be tested against these sustainability objectives 
to identify appropriate policies to be included in the plan.  All realistic policy options will be appraised 
agains the Sustainability Objectives shown in section 7.
An outline timeline for the NP process is shown below:

Sustainability Appraisal
Scoping report for Sustainability Appraisal sent for consultation 7th March

Consultation Period ends 11th April

Preparation of Pre-Submission Plan March - June

Assessment of Housing Policy Options March/April

Draft Policies Preparation March/April

Community consultation on Housing Policies May

Draft Pre-Submission Plan ready for review by BPC End May

Final Pre-Submission Plan ready for submission to Statutory consultees June

Final Plan Preparation July-September

Submit Plan to Statutory Consultees October

Independent Examination December

Referendum February 2015
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APPENDIX A
Mid Sussex District Council Sustainability Objectives

1 . To ensure that everyone has the opportunity to live in a decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home. 
(Social)

•	 housing completions per annum (net);
•	 number of affordable homes completed annually (gross);
•	 number of dwellings built to Code for Sustainable Homes standard;
•	 number of households accepted as full homeless;
•	 private dwellings made fit or demolished;
•	 financial contributions towards affordable housing provision;
•	 number of key worker households delivered annually

2 . To ensure development does not take place in areas of flood risk, or where it may cause flooding elsewhere, 
thereby minimising the detrimental impact to public wellbeing, the economy and the environment from flood 
events. (SEA) (Environmental)

•	 number of properties at risk from flooding, as defined by the Environment Agency;
•	 number of planning applications approved contrary to advice given by the EA on
•	 flood risk/flood defence grounds.

3 . To improve the access to health facilities and reduce inequalities in health.  (Social)
•	 number of applications resulting in the loss of health facilities;
•	 number of applications resulting in new, extended or improved health facilities;
•	 % of new dwellings within 300 metres of accessible greenspace;
•	 % of new residential developments within 30 minutes public transport time of a GP, hospital or major 

health centre.
4 . To maintain and improve the opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

and increase access to educational facilities. (Social)
•	 % of population of working age qualified to NVQ level 3 or equivalent;
•	 % of adults with poor literacy and numeracy skills;
•	 %  of new residential developments within 30 minutes public transport timeof a primary and secondary 

school.
5 . To create crime resistant communities (Social)

•	 all crime
•	 number of crimes per 1000 residents per annum;
•	 number of domestic burglaries per 1,000 households.
•	 number of developments achieving „Secured by Design‟ status

6 . To improve accessibility to retail and all community services and recreation and leisure facilities. (Social)
•	 average distance the population of the District live from key services (Post Offices, local shops, recreation 

and leisure facilities);
•	 amount of leisure floor space (Use Class D2) completed per annum (gross) financial contributions towards 

leisure facilities.
7 . To improve efficiency in land use through the reuse of previously developed land and existing buildings, 

including reuse of materials from buildings, and encourage urban renaissance. (Environmental)
•	 % of new homes developed on brownfield land;
•	 % of new employment floorspace on previously developed land;
•	 density of new housing developments;
•	 number of developments using reclaimed/recycled materials in construction;
•	 amount of Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land (Grades 1, 2 and 3a) lost to development.

8 . To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure that the 
District is prepared for its impacts.(SEA) (Environmental)

•	 number of properties at risk from flooding, as defined by the Environment Agency;
•	 number of developments built to BREEAM/Code for Sustainable Homes standards;
•	 number of developments incorporating water efficiency measures;
•	 proportion of journeys to work by public transport;
9 . %  of electricity consumed that is generated from renewable energy sources .

6 . To conserve and enhance the District’s biodiversity. (SEA) (Environmental)
•	 condition of internationally and nationally important wildlife and geological sites (SSSI, SPA, SAC & 

Ramsar);
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•	 number and area of SNCIs and LNRs within the District;
•	 area of ancient woodland within the District;
•	 change in priority habitats and species;
•	 number of planning applications approved contrary to advice given by Natural England on biodiversity 

issues.
7 . To protect, enhance and make accessible for enjoyment, the District’s countryside. (SEA) (Environmental)

•	 open spaces managed to green flag standard;
•	 number of major developments in the South Downs National Park /High Weald AONB;
•	 proportion of development in areas of high capacity in landscape terms;
•	 net gain/loss of Rights of Way;
•	 %  of new dwellings within 300 metres of accessible green space.

8 . To protect, enhance and make accessible for enjoyment, the District’s historic environment. (SEA) 
(Environmental)

•	 buildings of Grade I and II* and scheduled monuments at risk;
•	 number of Conservation Areas with appraisals and management proposals;
•	 number of Listed Buildings in the District.

9 . To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by improving travel choice, and reducing the need for travel by 
car. (Environmental)

•	 monetary investment in sustainable transport schemes (value of s.106 agreements);
•	 number / % of permissions that have a green transport plan;
•	 proportion of journeys to work by public transport;
•	 % of new residential development within 30 minutes public transport time of a GP, primary and secondary 

school, employment and a major health centre.
10 . To reduce waste generation and disposal, and achieve the sustainable management of waste, including the 

amount of waste that is either re-used or recycled. (Environmental)
•	 %  of domestic waste that has been recycled;
•	 %  of domestic waste that has been composted;
•	 number of developments incorporating new recycling facilities;
•	 number of developments using reclaimed/recycled materials in construction

11 . To maintain and improve the water quality of the District’s watercourses and aquifers, and to achieve 
sustainable water resources management. (SEA) (Environmental)

•	 percentage of stretches of watercourse that are compliant with River Quality Objectives;
•	 number of developments incorporating water efficiency measures;
•	 per capita consumption of water;
•	 incidents of major and significant water pollution within the District;
•	 number of planning applications approved contrary to advice given by the EA on water quality issues;
•	 number and area of developments where appropriate remediation of contaminants has taken place.

12 . To increase energy efficiency, and the proportion of energy generated from renewable sources in the District 
and to utilise sustainably produced and local products in new developments where possible.  (Environmental)

•	 number of developments built to BREEAM/ Code for Sustainable Homes standards;
•	 domestic energy consumption per household;
•	 % of electricity consumed that is generated from renewable energy sources.

13 . To ensure high and stable levels of employment so everyone can benefit from the economic growth of the 
District.  (Economic)

•	 unemployment;
•	 average weekly income for those who are employed in the District;
•	 number of new businesses setting up in the District.

14 . To sustain economic growth and competitiveness across the District.  (Economic)
•	 amount of employment land lost to residential development;
•	 GVA (Gross Value Added) per capita;
•	 net increase/decrease in commercial (Use Classes B1(b,c), B2, B8) and office
•	 (B1(a) and A2) floorspace.

15 . To encourage the development of a buoyant, sustainable tourism sector. (Economic)
•	 percentage of jobs in the tourism sector;
•	 number of visitors staying overnight.
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APPENDIX B

Summary of Census Data for Balcombe

Balcombe Population by age      

Residents 2011 % 2001 % Mid Sussex %
Total 1,833 1765 137,291
Under 16yrs 373 20% 312 18%
16yrs+ 1,460 80% 1453 78% 110,615 81%
16 - 24yrs 124 7% 141 8% 12,336 9%
25 - 34yrs 159 9% 885* 50%* 15,372 11%
35 - 54yrs 566 31% 40,957 30%
55 - 64yrs 243 13% 17,828 13%
65 - 74yrs 171 9% 180 10% 12,708 9%
75ys+ 197 11% 247 14% 11,414 8%

* Ages shown in different bands in 2001 census      
      
Balcombe Households
Households  2011 % 2001 % Mid Sussex %
Total 755 686 57,409  
Detached House 346 46% 320 47% 20,041 35%
Semi Detached 233 31% 227 33% 17,226 30%
Terraced 86 11% 84 12% 9,287 16%
Flat 90 12% 84 12% 10,538 18%

Balcombe Household Type      
Household Type 2011 % 2001 % Mid Sx 2011 %
Total 755 686 57,409
1 Person Household; Total 207 27% 176 26% 15,768 27%
1 Person Household; Aged 65 and Over 118 16% 105 15% 7,421 13%
1 Family Only; All Aged 65 and Over 75 10% 85 12% 5,562 10%
1 Family Only; Married Couple; Total 321 43% 300 44% 22,974 40%
1 Family Only; Married Couple; No Dependent Children 102 14% 107 16% 7,944 14%
1 Family Only; Married Couple; Dependent Children 172 23% 140 20% 11,413 20%
1 Family Only; Married Couple; All Children Non-Dependent 47 6% 53 8% 3,617 6%
1 Family Only; Cohabiting Couple; Total 59 8% 39 6% 5,250 9%
1 Family Only; Cohabiting Couple; No Children 44 6% 26 4% 3,042 5%
1 Family Only; Cohabiting Couple; Dependent Children 11 1% 13 2% 1,979 3%
1 Family Only; Cohabiting Couple; All Children Non-Dependent 4 1% 0 0% 229 0%
1Family Only; Lone Parent; Total 40 5% 38 6% 4,465 8%
1 Family Only; Lone Parent; Dependent Children 21 3% 22 3% 2,652 5%
1Family Only; Lone Parent; All Children Non-Dependent 19 3% 16 2% 1,813 3%
Other Household Types; Total 52 7% 34 5% 3,289 6%
Other Household Types; With Dependent Children 14 2% 10 1% 993 2%
Other Household Types; All Aged 65 and Over 2 0% 4 1% 183 0%
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  Balcombe Health          
Health Rating Balcombe % Mid Sussex % SE %
Total 1,917 139,860 8,634,750  
Very good 960 50% 72,448 52% 4,232,707 49%
Good 613 32% 47,524 34% 2,989,920 35%
Fair 233 12% 14,938 11% 1,037,592 12%
Bad 84 4% 3,864 3% 291,456 3%
Very bad 27 1% 1,086 1% 83,075 1%

              
Balcombe – Economic Activity          
Residents  Balcombe % Mid Sussex %
Total 16 - 24yrs 1,282 100,252  
Working 944 74% 75,025 75%
Employed part-time 182 14% 15,173 15%
Employed full-time 510 40% 42,302 42%
Self Employed with employees 39 3% 2,499 2%
Self Employed no employees 168 13% 9,967 10%
Students 65 5% 6,066 6%
Unemployed - looking for work 15 1% 2,435 2%

Balcombe  - Deprived Households
Households Balcombe % Mid Sussex %
Total 755 57,409  
Not deprived 412 55% 31,002 54%
Deprived on 1 dimension 220 29% 17,911 31%
Deprived on 2 dimensions 104 14% 7,136 12%
Deprived on 3 dimensions 19 3% 1,259 2%
Deprived on 4 dimensions 0 0% 101 0%

Source
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadDatasetList.do?a=7&b=11120318&c=balcom
be&d=16&g=6474631&i=1001x1003x1032&m=0&r=1&s=1374584529335&enc=1&domainId=61
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Appendix C
Summary of Relevant Documents, Plans and Programmes

Balcombe Parish Plan 2007

Balcombe Housing Needs Survey 2009
http://balcombeparishcouncil.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/balcombe-housing-needs-survey.pdf
Balcombe Neighbourhood Planning Aims Presentations and Questionnaire 2012/13
http://balcombeparishcouncil.com/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-planning-open-event/ http://
balcombeparishcouncil.com/neighbourhood-planning/aims-questionnaire-march-2013/

Mid Sussex District Plan and Sustainability Assessment

High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan

Ardingly and Hurstpierpoint & Sayers Common Scoping Reports for Sustainability Appraisal

Rural Community Profile for Balcombe produced by AIRS November 2013

Sussex Biodiversity Records Office Biodiversity Report for Balcombe Parish February 2014

Mid Sussex District Council  mapping of SSSI, SNCI, Flood areas, Ancient Woodland, Balcombe Parish Plan area

2011 Census
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