
NO DASH FOR GAS MEETING – FRIDAY 9 th AUGUST 
 
On Friday evening 9th August a meeting was held in the Parish Room to which all Balcombe 
residents were invited.  About 50 Balcombe residents attended and were treated to tea and cakes on 
arrival. 
 
The advertised purpose of the meeting was to enable the No Dash for Gas protest group to inform 
Balcombe residents about Reclaim the Power’s Action Camp which is to be held in the Balcombe 
area from Friday 16th until Tuesday 20th August. Over 500 people are expected to attend the Camp.   
 
Speakers and organisers recounted how their communities had faced and overcome other 
challenges. The exact location for the Camp was not announced and remains a mystery although 
we were told that preparations were well underway. The organisers stressed that when they leave 
they intend to leave the site of the Camp in at least as clean and tidy a condition as it was when they 
arrived. 
 
Details of the camp set up and the programme of events were explained. The hope was expressed 
that Balcombe residents would engage with those participating in the Camp who will come from 
organisations committed to protest on a wide range of issues.  Local residents were invited to visit 
the Camp at any time and were assured of a warm welcome.  
  
Published Programme of events 
 

Friday 16th August 
 

• 8.00 pm - Welcome for Camp participants and 
local residents 

Saturday 17th August 
 

• 12.30 to 1.30 pm - The Balcombe Banquet for 
Camp participants and local residents.   

• 10.00 am to 7.00 pm - Before and after the 
banquet there will be a programme of 
educational workshops.  

Sunday 18th August, • 10.00 am - Direct Action training  
• 3.00 pm - A community walk from the 

Recreation Ground to the Cuadrilla site 
Monday 19th August 
 

• Direct Action against the Cuadrilla site (no 
details or times were given) 

 
There followed an extended question and answer session covering a wide range of topics related to 
Cuadrilla’s activities at Lower Stumble. 
 
As a consequence of the meeting Balcombe Parish Council has two major concerns  
 

• The location of the Camp and the unplanned nature of the siting of an event of this size 
• The Direct Action to take place on Monday 19th August.  It is feared that this action may 

involve mass trespass onto the site with the intention of stopping drilling activities, using 
methods as yet undisclosed.  
 
Balcombe Parish Council will not condone any illegal activity undertaken 
by any persons, no matter what the cause, and we ask the organisers in the 
strongest terms to refrain from any illegal activities that they may be 
considering. 


