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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
THURSDAY 21 JANUARY 2013 AT 8.00 PM IN THE W I ROOM, BALCOMBE 
VICTORY HALL.  
 
Present:  Councillors Alison Stevenson (AS), Rodney Saunders (RS), Alan Dearden (AD),  
Mike Talman (MT), Peter Huxley (PH), Catherine Dennison (CD), Carol Jarvest (CJ) 
(arrived late –Youth Club duties).  
In attendance: Richard Greig (RG) – Clerk to the Council and Rosemary Robertson (RR) 
Assistant Clerk 
 
3014. Public Participation 

Patrick and Suzie Horne arrived just after 8.00 pm and observed the meeting.  
 
3015. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 

Cllr. Huxley declared a personal interest in respect of planning application 
(BA)/12/04352/FUL – Brettsway, 1 Bretts Orchard Cottage. Cllr. Dennison declared 
a personal interest in respect of planning application (BA)/12/02414/FUL – 
Netheroak.  Cllr. Greenwood declared a personal interest in respect of Agenda Item 
12(b) Daly International (3025). 
 

3016. Apologies for absence 
Councillors Robin Lindsay- Stewart (RLS) (health problems), Robin Williamson 
(RW) (immobile) & Linda Short (LS) (in Australia). 
 

3017.  To approve Minutes of the Meeting held on 20 December 
The circulated Minutes of the Meeting held on 20 December were approved and 
signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

3018. Matters Arising 
3004 Finger Posts – the new supplier JAKK Country expects to have the posts 
finished and installed by the end of February at a competitive price similar to prices 
quoted 4 years ago by the last supplier.  The posts being replaced are a) next to the 
Church b) London Road/Bramble Hill junction c) Paddockhurst Lane between 
Edmonds and Lullings.  Ardingly may contribute towards the latter.  There is still the 
possibility of a contribution towards the Water Tower Post from Bob Dowdell who 
had indicated a desire to contribute in the past.   MT is seeking a separate quote to get 
the “Tea Rooms/Pub” signage added.   
2999 – water on the London Road past Church – R. Rhodes-Kubiak (WSCC) has 
been asked to investigate but as yet no answer. RS is still pursuing WSCC.  
3011 – (BA)/12/03885/FUL) High Coombe House granted  

(BA)/12/03915/FUL) Trees Cottage withdrawn  
(BA)/12/04016/FUL) Nelsons granted  
(BA)/12/12/04100/TCA Ringwood granted  
(BA)12/02414/FUL) Netheroak appeal dismissed. AS had contacted Gary 
Marsh to discuss the implications of the appeal summary. 

3012 The Parish Clerk elect was welcomed to her first meeting in an “official” 
capacity. 
 
 
3013 Reacting to Iain Brown’s letter about the frustrations of the Speedwatch team in 
lack of prosecutions a letter had been drafted by AD to be sent from the Chairman to 
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the Chief Constable and Commissioner.   A meeting with the police will be requested 
and it will be recommended that 30 minutes of police presence once a week should 
take place so that they are seen to be actively supporting Speedwatch.  
3014 There had been no further progress with the Newlands handrail. 
CD reported a GOOD rating in the recent OFSTED inspection at Balcombe Primary 
School, which was well deserved. 
3013 Balcombe Babies had expressed thanks for the funding information. 

 
3019. Urgent Matters – items not on the agenda that the Chairman of the meeting is of 

the opinion should be considered as a matter of urgency.   
There were none reported.   

 
3020. Financial 

In the absence of the RFO the following information was imparted.  On track to end 
the year with a substantial surplus thanks to less than budgeted expenditure on the 
Neighbourhood Plan and other projects.   The RFO requested information from the 
Youth Club about whether they would be drawing on Council funds before the end of 
the year, PH to action.   He also requested input from Groups on their anticipated 
expenditure for next year eg lighting, pavilion, maintenance, Traffic, Neighbourhood 
Watch, Neighbourhood Plan, Youth. 
Precept for 2013/14 – it was unanimously agreed that the Precept should remain at 
£60,000 (Proposed by Cllr Saunders and seconded by Cllr Greenwood).   Clerk to 
action with MSDC. 

 
3021. URC Update 

RS reported that a meeting with URC representatives had gone ahead attended by AS, 
RG and RR.   It seemed clear that they were pleased to lease the building to the Parish 
Council in view of the fact that it would be used for the community, and the terms 
and cost of the lease would reflect that.  AS and RS were seeking approval to 
enter into a three year lease for the United Reformed Church Building 
as from 1 April 2013, subject to contract and to be reviewed by 
solicitors, with an option to terminate after 18 months.   The cost would be 
c£7,000 per annum payable monthly by standing order and it would be a fully 
repairing lease which would require a pre-condition survey.    RG had checked the 
legal implications with the MSDC Solicitor who had seen no reason why BPC could 
not enter into an agreement to lease the building.   It was suggested that we insure 
through the URC’s own group policy charged to BPC, subject to adequate public 
liability cover, which would be cheaper for us.  There had been no response on the 
Rates issue from MSDC as yet but Gary Marsh was investigating whether the 
building would be zero-rated because it will be used as a community centre.  RW had 
requested that the Council should make it quite clear that the URC will be seen as an 
additional facility, and that the Victory Hall and Parish Room remain essential.   A 
piece had been written for the February Parish Magazine. If this did impact 
significantly on the revenues of these established halls we would review the URC use 
after the initial period.  
 
It was also noted that there would be no furniture provided, but also no significant 
restrictions on the type of organisations allowed to use the Hall.   Heating and other 
bills would exist over and above the cost of the lease bringing the total expenditure to 
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c£10,000 per annum, and there would be some initial costs on the setting up of the 
lease.   RS suggested that if the Council go ahead a Working Group should be set up 
to manage the Hall, hopefully to include some members from outside the council. 
The motion to go ahead, subject to contract, to enter into an agreement 
as discussed was proposed by Cllr. Stevenson and seconded by Cllr. 
Saunders there was a show of hands and it was passed unanimously.   
RS undertook to speak to the Parish Room and Victory Hall representatives as a 
matter of urgency to inform them of the decision. 
It was also noted that a small triangle of land at the front of the URC would be 
transferred to Mr Watkins in the adjacent property to allow his driveway to become 
properly functional; this was to be arranged at his expense and the URC 
representatives had agreed.  Cllr. Greenwood offered assistance through his 
connections regarding the terms of the proposed lease.  RS will forward 
documentation to him as soon as it is available.   RG was asked to investigate the 
lease terms of other Parish Councils with similar buildings.  It was also suggested that 
refitting grants may be available for furniture etc although the URC did volunteer to 
help with this if necessary. 
RS, AD and MT volunteered to serve on the URC Management Group.   Charges 
would need to be approved by the Council.   In summary AS reiterated that although 
this might not be a profit-making enterprise some things are worth it to make a 
“cohesive community.” 

 
3022. Working Groups - reports from Group Leaders on 

a). Housing & Environment – Neighbourhood Plan – nothing additional to report.  
b). Safety & Security – AD has been deputising for RLS.    He had given new 
neighbours a welcome pack.  He reported that the School 20 mph Flashing Sign had 
been moved 70 yards nearer the school and there were concerns that this was too 
close.   WSCC were not concerned but RS to recopy AS and AD with the relevant 
correspondence on this.  RS had made enquiries following the recent unsubstantiated 
siting of "men wearing Cuadrilla jackets" in the village. Cuadrilla had confirmed that 
no one had visited the village recently. 
The letter regarding Speedwatch and police assistance will be copied to AS for her to 
sign and send (see 3018 and 3013). 
There had been no crime reported but SG was aware of reports of a white van linked 
to metal theft, this was being handled by Farmwatch and the PCSO. 
c). Young People – Youth Club was going well and a schedule put together for 2013.   
It was reported that due to a no show of the AiRS volunteer and parent helper that 
evening, partly due to snow; MT and CJ had stepped in.  MT suggested clarification 
on the health and safety restriction which seemed to prohibit the Youth Worker from 
entering the premises without another adult being present. 
d). Traffic Matters – there had been no developments over Christmas.  Reference was 
made to Correspondence No 10 concerning speed restrictions on the High Street. RS 
to email Derek Earl details of the impending speed limit reduction agreed for the High 
Street as his recent residents’ newsletter seemed to lack the latest update.  
e). Local Societies – Cllr. Lindsay-Stewart was not present.  
 
f). Facilities & Amenities – MT reported that the Snow Plan had been implemented 
successfully and whilst there had not been enough snow to snow plough effectively 
heavy gritting had been undertaken.  EFP had also gritted for free on one occasion.   
Members were pleased with EFP to date.   Out of the total budget of £1,500 a figure of 
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£1,400 had already been spent.   Some of these costs it is hoped can be offset by a part 
recovery from WSCC.   Noticeboards will be put up at Oldlands near the Post Box 
(MT to approach The Gables to seek permission) and outside school (SG indicated 
that there should not be a problem if it was in line with the fence).  A request for 
volunteers to form an Emergency Planning Team had gone into the February Parish 
Magazine and MT had already received snow clearing equipment for this.  Two faulty 
lights had been reported (Jobes/Rec) these will be actioned in due course.   MT had 
carried out small repairs in the pavilion.   After a call from a resident regarding 
difficult access MT had promised to look at the funding of another salt bin at the Red 
Bridge next year.   EFP had helped the resident on this occasion. 

 
3023.   Neighbourhood Planning – progress report 

AS reported that the Issue Sessions had been completed before Christmas and 
Katherine Daniel (KD) had contacted local businesses to ask for their input (some 60 
entities).   From the initial responses the following had been prioritised: - School, 
Parking, Pub/Club, Rural Setting, Community and Friendliness.   CABE were 
offering assistance in formulating the aims and policies.  There had been information 
that the District Plan had been further delayed which may mean that the 
Neighbourhood Plans will precede it.  This would attach further importance to our 
planning because the District Plan would therefore have to be a reactive document.   
Slaugham had published their N.Plan which was large and detailed.   AS urged the 
need for ours to be readable and easily summarised. 

 
3024. Newlands Working Group – progress report 

The meeting with R. Rhodes-Kubliak (WSCC) scheduled for 10 January had been 
rescheduled because of illness to 31 January.  Following Bob Bardwell’s resignation 
Tim Green, 5 Newlands, had agreed to serve on the committee.    It was felt that 
there was a need to publicise the action taken by BPC on the website to draw 
attention to what was being done for the community.  CJ had posted information 
about the Snow Plan but it was suggested that information about previous traffic 
issues and Newlands also be posted.  CJ to teach RR and AS how to be website 
administrators so they can also post information. 

  
3025.  Planning. – to consider the following applications:- 

a). For representation by 11 January 2013 
i) (BA/12/04196/FUL & 04280/CON – Stumble Ridge, Oldlands Avenue – 
resubmission of previous application (BA/12/01666/FUL.  This was a slight re-
positioning on the plot of an existing approved application – repeated previous 
comments. 
For representation by 1 February 2013  
ii) (BA)/12/04352/FUL – Brettsway, 1 Bretts Orchard – Proposed single storey side 
extension including garage demolition.  With covered porch and internal alterations.  
Resubmission of approved proposal (BA)12/02731/FUL to clarify that the garage 
would be demolished and effectively part rebuilt to simplify the construction – no 
objections.  
 
iii) (BA/13/00064/TCA – Fairholme, Stockcroft Road – Flowering cherry – cut back 
crown, and sides.   This was an old tree that had not been pruned for years and the 
work was necessary to improve its health – no objections. 
b). Daly International – pre-application  consultation  re installation of  new antenna  
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and equipment on existing tree mast at Westup to accommodate both Vodafone and 
Telefonica (this was the result of a new agreement by Vodafone and Telefonica to 
jointly operate and manage a single network grid).  It would mean removing some 
existing antennas and installing new ones plus a 600 mm diameter dish antenna.  It 
was felt that when the application was formalised there would be no objection, other 
than to stipulate that the colour of the new equipment should be grey or olive green 
and not white, to blend in with the “tree.”   AS to write to Daly International 
indicating as such. 

 
 3026.  Correspondence 

M3 – Bus Pass Administration – there may be a possible change to the issuing 
arrangements from end March. 
M4 – Quotation for use of MSDC ledr Mobile Freighter – it was agreed to make this 
an Agenda item for February. 
W1 – WSCC Highways & Transport Draft Works Programme – the B2036 between 
Cherry Lane and Pilstye Bends was listed for Carriageway Resurfacing. 
Other 3 – AiRS Newsletter – information on Oil Buying Clubs and the First 
Neighbourhood Plans in Sussex. 
Other 4 – Planning Inspectorate  re Turners Hill bridleway modification – copy to 
Joan Dutton 
Other 5 – CPRE Spring Conference 23 March 2013 – Futureproofing - RG to 
circulate to all Councillors 
Other 11 – CPRE Fieldwork – RR to scan and email to all 

 
3027.   Exchange of Information 

 
AS gave apologies in advance for non-attendance at the next meeting due to holiday. 
 
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45 pm.   
 

THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON 
MONDAY 18 FEBRUARY 2013 IN THE WI ROOM 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 18 February 2013 

 


