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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
ON THURSDAY 20TH DECEMBER 2012 AT 8.00 PM IN THE W I ROOM, 
BALCOMBE VICTORY HALL.  
 
Present:  Councillors Alison Stevenson, Rodney Saunders, Alan Dearden, 
Robin Williamson, Mike Talman, Peter Huxley, & Catherine Dennison.  
In attendance: Richard Greig – Clerk to the Council. 
 
3000. Public Participation 

Mr Patrick Horne asked whether replies had been received to letters re 
fracking sent to West Sussex Cabinet Member for Environment & 
Planning (Lionel Barnard), Cuadrilla Chief Executive, Rt. Hon. Francis 
Maude, MP, WSCC Councillor Bill Acraman, MSDC Gary Marsh & 
Balcombe Estate.  Cllr. Saunders answered stating that no replies had 
been received from any party. Mr Horne then requested that the Parish 
Council make a further statement on fracking. 
Mrs Rosalind Merrick made a statement about problems she felt that 
the adjoining development at Trees Cottage, Victoria Road, would 
cause & confirmed that a copy of the letter on the subject she had sent 
to MSDC planners had been provided to the Council.  It was 
mentioned in passing by the owner (of the development) that some 
modification to the present scheme was planned, but no details had 
been received – refer also 3011 below.  
The Clerk elect, Rosemary Robertson, attended as an observer & was 
welcomed by Councillors.  

 
3001. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 

Cllr. Huxley declared a personal interest in respect of planning 
application (BA)/12/03915/FUL – Trees Cottage. Cllr. Dennison 
declared a personal interest in respect of planning application 
(BA)/12/02414/FUL – Netheroak. 
 

3002. Apologies for absence 
Councillors Robin Lindsay- Stewart (health problems), Simon 
Greenwood (prior engagement) Carol Jarvest (family commitment), & 
Linda Short (in Australia). 
 

3003.  To approve Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 15th October 
The circulated Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th November were 
approved & signed by the Chairman as a true record.     
 

3004. Matters Arising 
Finger Posts– the Chairman mentioned the present unsatisfactory 
situation with contractor Marcus Slegg & it was noted that three posts 
are still to be completed. 
2999 – wet patch of water on the London Road going out of the village.  
Cllr. Talman mentioned to the meeting a possible reason for the 
continuing problem of excess water.   
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However it was agreed that an update on the problem was required 
from WSCC who had not commented further since the initial 
inspection.  Cllr. Saunders will follow this up. 

 
3005. Urgent Matters – items not on the agenda that the Chairman of the 

meeting is of the opinion should be considered as a matter of 
urgency.   
With the approval of the Chair Cllr. Saunders read out the following 
statement from this Council re fracking: 
1. “Last week the Government announced that the moratorium on 

fracking on-shore in the UK had been lifted. 
2. Before drilling/fracking an exploratory well in Balcombe, Cuadrilla 

must obtain drilling consent from the Dept. of Energy & Climate 
Change.  Such consent will only be issued if the Environment 
Agency and the Health & Safety Executive are satisfied with 
Cuadrilla’s proposals.  

3. Last Sunday I emailed my contact in the Department, the Head of 
Licensing, Exploration and Development, asking whether BPC can 
be informed if and when they receive an application for such 
consent, and thereafter kept informed regarding the progress of the 
application. 

4. He responded saying that he will make sure that we know if 
Cuadrilla make a drilling consent application. 

5. When asked about the site in Balcombe, West Sussex, Mark Miller, 
Cuadrilla’s Development Director, is reported to have said (The 
Times, 13th December) “It may be something we do in 2014”.  

6. Last Tuesday I emailed Mark Miller reminding him that Cuadrilla 
had undertaken inform BPC before starting any further work on the 
Lower Stumble site, 

7. He responded confirming that BPC would certainly be notified well 
in advance of any drilling or fracking work being carried out at the 
site.  He added that currently they do not have a schedule for any 
work there, but he will keep us informed if their plans change. 

8. BPC will continue to keep Balcombe residents informed of any 
developments”. 

A copy of this statement was handed over to Mr Patrick Horne. 
    
3006. Financial 

a). To approve Cash Book Receipts & Payments for November 2012 – 
noted as presented.   
b). Budget 2013/2014 – Cllr. Williamson mentioned the circulated 

2012/13 forecast & 2013/14 draft budget & went into some detail.  He 
explained that there had not been an allowance made for lighting 
maintenance & that a contingency needed to be made. We should 
end the year within budget – it seemed unlikely that the complete 
Neighbourhood Plan cost (£20k) will now be incurred during this 
financial year.  

c). Precept for 2013/14 – Recommendation is that we hold this at the 
present £60k.  £15k will be budgeted towards Neighbourhood Plan 
costs. 
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   Cllr. Williamson explained how this figure would be recovered from 
MSDC incorporating the new tax base changes. 

 
3007. To discuss letter from URC Synod re leasing of Balcombe 

building 
 Cllr. Saunders had made preliminary enquiries through the URC 

property manager & additionally received useful background 
information from Mr Philip Wren.  If a short term (3 year) lease was 
secured for continuing use of the building for community purposes a 
figure of £7k annually was mentioned. Mr Wren had advised past 
ancillary costs, e g utilities, insurance etc.(possibly around £1k 
annually) & it was hoped that MSDC would continue zero rating in 
respect of business rates. Members were in favour of further 
information being obtained & Cllrs. Stevenson & Saunders would 
make further investigations & report further. There would at this stage 
be no contingency made for the project in the 2013/14 budget.  
 

3008. Working Groups - reports from Group Leaders on 
a). Housing & Environment – Neighbourhood Plan – nothing 
additional to report.  
b). Safety & Security – Cllr. Dearden reported on the recent crime 
report from PCSO Jayne Milne.  He requested that it be minuted that 
he has already taken up matters with Southern Rail relating to station 
manning & poorly performing automated ticketing facilities.  
c). Young People – Cllrs. Dennison & Huxley -   The Club was 
prospering & 20 had attended the Christmas Party.  It was 
anticipated that expenditure of £3k would be incurred during 2013/14.  
They were aware that to date this year’s BPC grant had not been 
drawn. (A budget of £2.5k has been allocated for next year). 
Consideration should be given to replacement of the pavilion kitchen 
units that were looking a little tacky.    
d). Traffic Matters – Cllr. Saunders referred to his recent attendance 
at an Ardingly traffic meeting & reported that the consultants selected 
were particularly pro active & innovative  with their ideas.  
e). Local Societies – Cllr. Lindsay-Stewart was not present.  
f). Facilities & Amenities – Cllr. Talman reported his recent 
attendance at the MSDC Emergency Planning meeting that he 
considered most useful.  He is now trying to recruit a small volunteer 
team that would enable us to secure dedicated emergency 
assistance as required.  This would need a risk assessment prepared 
from our side. Insurance would be arranged at the expense of 
MSDC.   It was suggested that an article in the Parish Magazine 
would be useful.  Concerning finger posts – see also 3004 above. 
Contact had been made with an alternative supplier – JAKK Country 
Furniture - & an update on progress would follow.    
The Clerk has now spoken to the owner of the house (Ken Jacobs @ 
The Granary) about the tree in his garden obscuring one of our lights 
& the tree has now been cut back 
Additional notice boards have now been completed & a final decision 
will be taken on their location shortly 
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3009.  Neighbourhood Planning – progress report 

Neighbourhood Plan remains on schedule. A meeting had been 
held with the CABE architect. Consultations are needed with 
organisation including Environment Agency, CPRE etc.  Feed back 
mentioned that our internal consultations had been good.  Two 
new volunteers to assist in the plan – Sarah Nicholson & Catherine 
Daniels – were advised. 

 
3010.  Newlands Working Group – progress report 

The first meeting had taken place & the second was planned for 
10th January. It was reported that as Mr Bob Bardwell  had decided 
to withdraw from the group a replacement would be sought.   
Our WSCC contact, Robert Rhodes-Kubliak would be inspecting 
the area & also attending the next meeting. 
 

3011. Planning. – to consider the following applications:- 
a). For representation by 7th December  2012 (extension 
requested)  
(BA)/12/03885/FUL – High Coombe House, Private Road – two 
storey extension to provide upgraded kitchen/family/utility 
accommodation at ground floor with new master bedroom, en 
suites & dressing room at first floor. New single storey dining room 
extension. No objection. 
 
For representation by 14th December  2012 (extension requested)  
(BA)/12/03915/FUL – Trees Cottage, Victoria Road – proposed ground 
floor kitchen extension & first floor bedroom extension. 
Councillors were concerned about the effect this would have on the 
neighbouring property.  After considered study of the proposal it was 
agreed unanimously that we should recommend that the application is 
refused on the following grounds: 
The application for an extension at Trees Cottage has raised some 
concerns with the Parish Council. 
The application is for a 2 storey extension in the front garden of the 
house. There are 3 issues; street scene, impact on neighbours and 
design. 
The proposal will bring the property beyond the building line and form 
an unusual feature in the street scene. The proposal has an impact on 
the house to the east where it will have an impact on the patio space 
and the outlook from the garden.  
 
The application also removes the only really pretty feature on the street 
elevation, the porch and duplicates the remainder of a rather bland 
elevation. The house is a small detached 1930's property with a slight 
arts and crafts style and the porch is very attractive. It is a great shame 
that the application has not taken the chance to enhance the street 
elevation in design terms but make it blander. 
We do however, understand the desire to use wasted front garden 
rather than encroach on the garden to the side or rear 
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We are glad that this is an application to extend rather than replace the 
house. However street scene, impact on neighbours and design issues 
remain. 
We understand from the applicant that a revised application 1m less in 
depth has been submitted to MSDC. We look forward to seeing these 
revised plans. 
For representation by 21st December  2012 
(BA)/12/04016/FUL – Nelsons Cottage, Handcross Road – new two 
storey side & rear extension & single storey side extension.  
No objection. 
For representation by 4th January  2013 
(BA)/12/12/04100/TCA - Ringwood, Stockcroft Road -    
A. To reduce the apple tree by 50% in the far right hand side of the 
garden. B. To fell the apple tree C. To fell the ivy clad Ash D. To thin 
the Oak crown by 30% E. To reduce the 2 Cupressus Macrocarpa 
(leylandii) by 40% the 2 Cypressus and to cut back as hard as possible 
(10 - 20%). No objection. 
For Representation by 28th  December 2012                                           
(BA)/12/04096/TREE - Charlcote, Oldlands Avenue - To pollard the 
two lime trees on the front verge back to their original pollard points. 
No objection. 
 (BA)/12/04097/TREE - Croft Corner, Oldlands Avenue - To pollard the 
4 lime trees that are along the footpath with Oldland Avenue back to 
their original pollard points. To reduce the Beech hedge to 
approximately 3 ft. No objection. 
(BA)/12/04099/TREE - Cobbles, Oldlands Avenue - To pollard the two 
lime trees on the front verge back to their original pollard points. No 
objection. 
(BA)/12/04102/TREE - Kernow, Deanland Road - A. To pollard the 
three limes that are on Oldlands Avenue back to original cut points. B. 
To reduce the two smaller limes on Oldlands Avenue by 30% and 
reshape . 
C. Reduce slightly and reshape the almond. D. Acer and Laburnum 
check for deadwood, disease, weak or dangerous points and treat 
accordingly to stop falling branches. No objection to all. 
(BA)/12/04103/TREE - Pemby, Oldlands Avenue - to pollard the two 
lime trees on the front verge back to their original pollard. No objection 
(BA)/12/02414/FUL – Netheroak, Stockcroft Road - to note appeal 
(AP/12/0055) raised by Mr Flint with the Planning Inspectorate 
following MSDC refusal of his first application.  
Members were unhappy of the news & in the usual way would repeat 
the reasons made for rejection in their submission to the Planning 
Inspectorate with a copy for MSDC planners.  The approved second 
application is considered a much better option than the first.               
b). to consider any additional applications received by the date of the 
meeting.  None received. 
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3012. New Clerk – timetable 

Rosemary Robertson would start as Assistant to the Parish Clerk on 
2nd January 2013, progressively working through a probationary period  
prior to taking over as Clerk on April 1st. Richard has arranged training 
with RBS & SALC to assist her knowledge. Her contract of employment 
is currently being vetted by AiRS. 

 
3013. Correspondence 

Other 2 - Speedwatch Article from Iain Brown. 
Members were concerned at his findings. It was agreed that pressure 
must be put on the police to provide additional support in enforcing 
speed limits.  Cllr. Dearden suggested that we write formally to the 
Chief Constable expressing such concerns.  He will speak to Iain 
Brown in more detail & draft up a letter for the Council to comment on 
prior to despatch 
Other 10 - Mid Sussex CVS Funding Pack 
Other 13 - CVS various 
Chairman requested that these details be passed to Balcombe Babies. 
 

3014. Exchange of Information 
Cllr. Dennison – mentioned the recent OFSTED inspection @ 
Balcombe C of E School. 
Cllr. Huxley – advised Councillors of a stolen car recently 
abandoned in his drive.  
Cllr. Talman - MSDC have still not completed work on the 
pathway railing leading down from Newlands to the main road, but 
the matter is in hand.  Attention has been given however to 
repairing the poor surfacing. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 
21.50 hours.   
 
THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE HELD 
ON MONDAY 21st JANUARY 2013 IN THE WI ROOM 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 21st January 2013 
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