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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
ON MONDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2012 AT 8.00 PM IN THE W I ROOM, 
BALCOMBE VICTORY HALL.  
 
Present:  Councillors Alison Stevenson, Rodney Saunders, Alan Dearden, 
Robin Williamson, Simon Greenwood, Mike Talman, Peter Huxley, & Carol 
Jarvest, Catherine Dennison (late arrivals) & Linda Short 
In attendance: Richard Greig – Clerk to the Council. 
 
2986. Public Participation 

Mr Patrick Horne mentioned a recent conversation with a MSDC 
Officer concerning the number of Balcombe electors given on the 
Electoral Roll. He then asked whether Balcombe Parish Council would 
be prepared to consider the matter of an extension to the existing 
Cuadrilla planning approval.  In reply to his question asking what 
grounds the Parish Council would take should they be opposing any 
new application, bearing in mind their limited role in decision making, 
he was advised that this matter was best covered in a separate 
discussion.     

 
2987. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 

Cllr. Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in respect of agenda 
item 9 (Neighbourhood Planning).  

   
2988. Apologies for absence 

Councillor Robin Lindsay- Stewart (health problems) 
 

2989.  To approve Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 15th October 
The circulated Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 15th October 
were approved & signed by the Chairman as a true record after a 
minor correction in respect of the wording in 2982 f).     
 

2990. Matters Arising 
2971 – no decision had been received for the second Netheroak 
application. 
2975 – the Clerk reported that he had now replied to the Gatwick 
PRNAV consultation within the stated deadline. 
2980 - Cllr Saunders confirmed that the agreed letters had been sent 
off to West Sussex Cabinet Member for Environment & Planning 
(Lionel Barnard), Cuadrilla Chief Executive, Rt. Hon. Francis Maude, 
MP, WSCC Councillor Bill Acraman, MSDC Gary Marsh & Balcombe 
Estate.   

 
2991. Urgent Matters – items not on the agenda that the Chairman of the 

meeting is of the opinion should be considered as a matter of 
urgency.   
The Chairman reported on outstanding finger post work & mentioned 
that 3 were still to be completed by Marcus Slegg.  Mike Talman was 
delegated to investigate this.   
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It appears that we should be receiving some form of agreed 
contribution from Ardingly PC as well as Bob Dowdell. 
    

2992. Financial 
a). To approve Cash Book Receipts & Payments for October 2012 
– noted as presented.  The RFO considered that we were still on 
track for the year’s spend. It now seemed unlikely that the £20k 
contingency for the Neighbourhood Plan would now be drawn 
down in full.   Cllr Greenwood sought clarification about the actual 
increase agreed at the October meeting figure to accommodate 
the agreed snow plan costs.  
b). Budget 2013/2014 – further thoughts. Discussion needs to take 
place to finalise the precept for 2012/13 at the December meeting 
so as to meet the MSDC deadline for a reply by the end of 
January. Each Group Leader would need to have their budget 
proposals available at this time. 
 

2993. Working Groups - reports from Group Leaders on 
a). Housing & Environment – Neighbourhood Plan – see 2994 
below  
b). Safety & Security – Cllr. Dearden. Carolyn Robertson had been 
well enough to attend the recent County NHW conference, also 
attended by Derek Earl.  A local meeting of co-ordinators would be 
held on 29th November.  As before BPC would pay modest cost for 
refreshments etc.  Purchase of additional signage (5 @ £5 each) 
was agreed.  The Wynstay “vigilante” taxi owner had recently 
reported a suspicious white van near Stumble Mead. There had 
recently been a break in at Janet Cannetty-Clark’s residence in 
Oldlands Avenue.    
c). Young People – Cllr. Jarvest.  The Club was running well & the 
shared supervisory assistance also. She asked for members’ 
views on the siting of the outdoor table tennis table offered by 
MSDC.  Agreed we would much prefer that it was sited on the 
upper playground and could be accommodated if we remove a 
picnic bench or two.  Rupert Browning would be asked to advise 
the space required for table and players. 
d). Traffic Matters – Cllr. Saunders referred to a recent email from 
WSCC’s Robert Rhodes-Kubliak mentioning 

• New speed limit on the HH Road south of the village – TRO 
completed & awaiting implementation.  Contractor to complete 
work by late 2012/early 2013. 

• New speed limits on the B2036 north of Balcombe village 
Additional speed data required.  Speed data “arriving soon to 
enable the scheme to be developed into a design & 
commencement of design consultation”.  

e). Local Societies – Cllr. Lindsay-Stewart was not present. He was 
however keeping in touch as necessary.  The Chairman had had 
recent contact with Balcombe Babies & mentioned that she was most 
impressed.   
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Newlands Working Group – the first meeting took place on 31st 
October with 3 Councillors & 3 residents attending. Bob Bardwell’s 
plan would be implemented with “residents only” signs in place through 
Affinity Sutton.  These had now been completed but there is no clear 
agreement on who will pay for the work.  No application for funding for 
this purpose has been received by this Council.  The scheme could 
also embrace limited double yellow lines in two locations in addition to 
parking bays on the London Road, Newlands then to be designated a 
CPZ.  A meeting with WSCC’s Robert Rhodes-Kubliak is planned for 
13th November with a further meeting of the working group planned for 
6th December. 
Cllr. Greenwood stated that he has thoughts about a possible location 
for part of the scheme on his land & he will follow this matter up. 
Additionally Cllr. Saunders was requested to write to the URC 
elders asking whether there had been any developments regarding 
use of the redundant premises. 
f). Facilities & Amenities – Cllr. Talman reported damage to some of 
the pavilion (wired) glass windows as well as damage to the glass 
housing of the memorial plaque on the wall.  He would talk to the 
owner of the house (Ken Jacobs @ The Granary) about the tree in his 
garden obscuring one of our lights. The agreed contract had now been 
placed with the contractor & 2 new salt bins placed in their new 
positions.  The householder in Troymede had been most helpful with 
this.  The bin on the Mill Lane bend had been repositioned. 
 Delivery of bulk hippo bags of winter salt were expected & completion 
of WSCC filling of the bins on the public roads. Mention was also made 
of putting up an additional notice board, possibly adjoining the tree at 
the junction of Oldlands Avenue with HH Road, although other 
locations were also suggested. 
There had been a start by MSDC on the pathway railing leading down 
from Newlands to the main road & he was following the matter up. 
 

2994.  Neighbourhood Planning – progress report 
There had been a further three public consultation sessions including a 
recent presentation to Balcombe WI. These would be continued in 
coming months to include Toddlers Group, Balcombe Babies, 
Balcombe School, St. Mary’s Church & Flower Club. 
After careful consideration a lady architect, offering excellent 
community engagement skills, had been selected to help with the 
plan’s inception. It was considered that use of a questionnaire would 
be helpful & considered to be a key factor in progressing the plan. A 
Project Plan was now in operation indicating a community referendum 
to be held in September 2013. 
 

2995. Planning. – to consider the following applications:- 
a). For representation by 9th November  2012  
(BA)/12/0343/TCA – The Briars, Stockcroft Road – Silver Birch – 
reduce height by 5m. Trim side branch projecting over 
Woodbrough to join.  Oak – trim back to joins where branches split 
on left side (by approx. 3m).  
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Remove 2 small branches, 1 lower & 1 higher from where they split 
off lowest main branch on right hand side of oak.  Oak – generally 
tidy at base. 
Agreed that the application be referred to the Housing & 
Environment group for inspection & subsequent reply to MSDC. 
They commented: 
“Trimming of the oak to the rear is acceptable. It’s a large tree and 
pruning won’t harm the overall shape/size. 
However, the work to the silver birch seems unnecessary. It sits in a 
group of 5 trees, 3 deciduous, and two very large conifers. The birch 
tree species is light by nature and this one is not close enough to any 
living room windows or amenity spaces so can’t be blocking any light. It 
is tall but well shaped and sitting next to two very dense and 
overbearing conifers of a similar height. Reducing its height will mean it 
actually looks oddly short alongside these and the other 2 deciduous 
trees next to it. This Council feels work to this tree is not necessary”. 
For representation by 16th November  2012  
(BA)/12/03628/TCA – Little Smeads, HH Road  –– Magnolia - fell. 
Councillors felt felling of a beautiful tree, such as a magnolia, is always 
unfortunate – if cutting back will not solve the problem there seems no 
other solution. 
(BA)/12/03668/FUL- 3 Oldlands Avenue – two dormers to front 
elevation & addition of room over ground floor. As a number of 
adjoining properties had had similar work carried out & providing there 
was no neighbour complaints it was agreed that there was no 
objection. 
b). to consider any additional applications received by the date of 
the meeting 
For representation by 9th November  2012 
(BA)/12/03651/FUL – Wynstay, Stockcroft Road – 2nd floor loft 
alterations, 2 single storey extensions to the rear elevation, 
external window & door replacement & replacement garage 
structure. 
Likewise the matter was referred to the Housing & Environment 
Group who commented: 
“The plans submitted under this application for Netheroak are a 
substantial improvement on those previously rejected both in terms of 
scale and design. 
The design is now asymmetrical and better reflects the style and period 
of the original house. The reduced size is welcomed and the reduced 
height will lessen the impact on the rear gardens of neighbouring 
houses. 
However this is still a substantial extension and there remains an 
impact on the neighbours. The double height extension is concentrated 
to the south of the rear elevation with a cat slide roof to the north. This 
seems a little odd to us as the rear of the property to the north, 
Freshfield, is set further back and the proposed rear extension hardly 
overlaps it whereas the property to the south, Wellgrove Cottage, is set 
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with an elevation on the same line as Netheroak and the overbearing 
impact to their amenity space of an extension will be greater for them.  
Once again the design is better and the occupants have gone to some 
trouble to achieve this but an impact on Wellgrove Cottage remains”.  
Cllr. Jarvest mentioned the late representation of Fiona Coveney 
requesting modification to the already granted order for a Bridleway 
between Balcombe & Turners Hill. 

 
2996. Appointment of new Clerk – update 

The interviewing panel consisting of the Chairman, RFO, Cllr. Mike 
Talman & the Clerk. There had been over 30 applications received. 
Six candidates were invited for interview, four of whom were 
residents of Balcombe. The calibre of these candidates was 
excellent.  It was the unanimous decision of the panel that as 
Rosemary Robertson had responded fully to all the questions and 
best met our criteria she should be offered the position of Clerk. 
She had now accepted & would start as Assistant to the Parish 
Clerk, taking over the position of Clerk, after completing a 
probationary period, on April 1st. 
 

2997. To discuss recent problems at Balcombe railway station & 
action plan 
Cllr. Saunders mentioned the saga with Southern Rail Customer 
Services & his efforts to try & obtain an explanation for the creation 
of a glass structure adjoining the existing serviceable brick one.  
The emails received were worthy of music hall inclusion. 
 

2998. Correspondence 
Councillors were advised that there was nothing further of 
significance to note.  
Other 3 -High Weald AONB Annual Report. Cllr. Jarvest 
requested a copy. 

 
2999. Exchange of Information 

Cllr. Dennison – mentioned that around 20 children had attended 
the club earlier that evening. 
Cllr. Williamson – asked about the wet patch of water on the 
London Road going out of the village.  Mentioned that WSCC 
Highways (Frankie Spurgeon) had already surveyed the location 
together with Sheila Illsley some months earlier. 
Cllr. Jarvest – Oldlands Avenue burglary – refer 2993 above. 
The Chairman – 1000 bulbs planted earlier in the month to 
beautify the village in the spring. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 
22.02 hours.  THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE 
HELD ON MONDAY 21st JANUARY 2013 IN THE WI ROOM 

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 20th December 2012 
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