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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL (GENERAL) MEETING OF BALCOMBE 
PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 21st MAY 2012 AT 8.00 PM IN THE 
W I ROOM, BALCOMBE VICTORY HALL. 
 
Present:  Messrs. Robin Williamson, Rodney Saunders, Peter Huxley, Mike 
Talman, Alan Dearden, Simon Greenwood.  Mesdames Alison Stevenson, 
Catherine Dennison & Carol Jarvest & Linda Short.   
In attendance: Richard Greig – Clerk to the Council. 
 
2896. Election of Chairman 

Cllr. Alison Stevenson was re-elected Chairman by unanimous assent.    
  

2897. Election of Vice Chairman 
Cllr. Rodney Saunders was re-elected Vice-Chairman by unanimous 
assent.    
 

2898 Election of Responsible Finance Officer 
Cllr. Robin Williamson was re-elected RFO by unanimous assent.    
 

2899.  Public Participation 
Ms. Michelle Record & Mr Barry Bolland gave a detailed breakdown of 
Balcombe Tennis Club finances & explained why urgent attention to 
renovation of both clubhouse & courts was necessary.  It was 
mentioned that currently there was a surge of interest from families & 
youngsters; accordingly subscriptions had been kept as low as 
possible. 
Mrs Suzy Horne handed over an extensive paper based on her 
Group’s analysis of this Council’s recently published Fracking report to 
which she verbally requested replies.   
 

2900. Appointment of Victory Hall Management Committee 
Representative 
Cllr. Carol Jarvest was re-appointed the Council’s Representative on 
the VHMC.   
 

2901. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 
Cllr. Simon Greenwood declared prejudicial interests in respect of 
planning application (BA)/12/01442/FUL & Fracking refer agenda item 
15 (2910 below).   
 

2902.  Apologies for absence 
Cllr. Robin Lindsay-Stewart (indisposed) 
 

2903. Membership of Working Groups & election of Group Leaders 
 a). Housing & Environment (Leader Alison Stevenson) 
 b). Safety & Security (Leader Alan Dearden)  

c). Young People (Leader Carol Jarvest) 
d). Traffic Matters (Leader Rodney Saunders) 
e). Local Societies (Robin Lindsay-Stewart) 
f). Facilities & Amenities (Leader Mike Talman) 
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Leaders referred to in brackets remain unchanged as do the 
nominated members of each Group.   
The Leaders then gave a brief report on activities.   
Housing & Environment – nothing to add.   
Safety & Security – Cllr Dearden reported that he was still following 
up possible use for parking at the BT site in Stockcroft Road & had 
obtained the name of a Paul Gibbs as a contact point & with whom he 
would be liaising.  There had been recent car vandalism.  It is still 
planned for the “Middy” to feature a short article on Paul Emerick 
(Wynstay based taxi driver) & his assistance to Neighbourhood Watch.  
A HH based “Community Engagement Police Sergeant” now has a 
dedicated entry on Facebook.  There had been two reported burglaries 
on Oldlands Avenue during the morning of May 21st.  Jayne Milne was 
continuing to assist with the parking problems encountered adjoining 
the surgery junction (HH & Deanland Roads) & we have secured 
safety cones for a resident.   
Young People – Cllr. Jarvest reported that at last AirS had concluded 
their search for a Youth Worker & that Julia Beckett would be returning 
to Balcombe.  She would start on 11th June.  There had been a rethink 
on the suggested ¼ pipe installation for positioning on the basket ball 
court, following representation from neighbouring residents.  It may be 
possible to rent one for a trial period to see how it goes.  Balcombe 
Babies & Mother & Toddlers were looking to relocate & had enquired 
about the pavilion – they may also approach BPC with a funding 
application.  A general discussion then took place about the future of 
the URC building reportedly being de-consecrated.  Agreed that a 
letter should be sent to Charles Martin registering Council interest.   
Traffic Matters – nothing new reported.   
Local Societies – Discussion took place about the Tennis Club 
funding application.  Proposed by Cllr. Saunders & seconded by Cllr. 
Talman it was agreed unanimously that a grant of £250 be made 
towards their renovation request.   
Facilities & Amenities - Cllr. Talman mentioned that the Stoney Lane 
bus shelter had been repaired – see above – David Gould had 
repaired loose tiles in the pavilion & that renovation of the various 
village benches was in hand. 
 

2904. To approve Minutes of the Regular meeting held on 16th April  
The circulated Minutes of the meeting held on 16th April were approved 
nem con & signed by the Chairman as a true record.   
 

2905. Matters arising  
 2893 - (BA)/12/01129/LDC – Lower Ricks, London Road – the 

Chairman reported that the matter was still being considered by the 
MSDC planners.   

 (BA)/12/01175/TCA – Cobo, Deanland Road – application approved. 
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(BA)/12/00787/FUL – Broadview, Stockcroft Road - application 
approved. 
(BA)/12/00976/TREE – 1 Foxwells - application approved. 
2890 – Cllr. Talman reported on the condition of the bus shelter at 
Stoney Lane & suggested that in view of its infrequent use it should be 
“patched” rather than expensively renovated.  Some work had now 
been carried out on it.   
2895 – Wynstay rent.  The Chairman reported that advice had now 
been given to the tenant concerned.   
Football Club – pavilion usage.  In reply to queries from Cllr. Huxley 
Mike Talman explained his findings in some detail.   
 

2906. Financial 
a). To approve Cash Book Receipts & Payments for April 2012  - 

noted as presented.  Agreed that £20K should be transferred 
over to deposit account as recent £30k of precept recently 
received.  Cllr. Greenwood requested clarification of subscription 
payments made in the last financial year.   
b). To confirm re-appointment Internal Auditor.  Members agreed 
that the present (2007) letter of authority, still valid, should be re-
issued.   
c). To sign off accounts for submission to external auditor, 
Mazars.  Deferred until the June meeting until sub-committee had 
reported.   
d). To approve Budget for 2012/13, details as circulated.  
Proposed by Cllr. Jarvest & seconded by Cllr. Talman all were in 
favour.   
e). To re-appoint Sub Committee to carry out annual review of 
Council’s Internal Control systems.  Cllr. Saunders would stand 
down & Cllr. Peter Huxley would replace him.   
f). to re-adopt the following procedures: 
1) .Financial Responsibilities of the Clerk 
2). Risk Assessment of the Council 
3) .Responsibilities of the RFO 
After careful perusal of each procedure Members agreed 
unanimously that they should be re-adopted.   

 
2907. Planning. – to consider the following applications:- 

a). For representation by 18th May 2012 (extended by agreement) 
(BA)/12/01302/TCA – Bellcroft, London Road – Birch-reduce canopy 
by 50%.  Conifer-fell.  No objection.   
(BA)/12/01328/FUL – 1 Minette Cottages, London Road – proposed 
small deck area to the rear of the house & replacement of existing 
window to a door.  No objection.   
For representation by 25th May 2012 
(BA)/12/01395/FUL – The Crest, Paddockhurst Lane – proposed 
outbuilding to replace existing garage.  No objection.   
(BA)/12/01442/FUL – Land adj. Balcombe School – construction of 
hard standing area for the parking of 6 school vehicles.   
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After receiving an explanation from the Chairman it was agreed that we 
should request the proposal to be refused.   
The main grounds for this were:  

• Wrong position, although provision of extra staff parking at the 
school not in question. 

• Main issue is of child/pedestrian safety.  Children enter/leave the 
school by two side entrances on to West Up – no footpath so 
they use the whole lane.   

• Current application will attract further parent parking.  Clear view 
on the verge will be obstructed leaving an accident waiting to 
happen.   

• This application contrary to current ongoing discussions with 
school/WSCC as there is a requirement for leaving the area 
under consideration in the application completely car free.   

b). to consider any additional applications received by the date of the 
meeting.  None received. 
 

2908. Arrangements for Annual Parish Meeting 2012 
In the absence of the WI our lady Councillors would help serve 
refreshments.  Cllrs. Dennison & Greenwood would regrettably not be 
available.  An agenda had been prepared on usual lines as the 
purpose of the meeting was to communicate details of the work carried 
out by the Council over the past 12 months.   
 

2909 Neighbourhood Plan – progress report 
Claire Tester would be talking about this at the APM – see 2908 
above.  The Chairman mentioned the two recent road shows, in 
particular the last at Balcombe School.  Analysis of the resultant 
questionnaires had indicated 95% were supportive of a plan being 
implemented.  An article would appear in a forthcoming Parish 
Magazine.  Discussions would take place with Julian Smith (Balcombe 
House) & Lucy Rothman (The Old Rectory) about possible additional 
sites for housing 
 

2910 Fracking – to discuss action following the recently circulated 
report & to formally record thanks to the Working Group for 
their input 
Agreed nem con to place on record that the Council were most 
appreciative of the efforts of all members of the Working Group in 
compiling the report.   
As this had only just been circulated to each household & return of the 
accompanying questionnaire awaited it was not yet possible to decide 
on what future action would be required, although a possible future 
public meeting could not be ruled out.  Likewise a meeting to follow up 
on the work already completed by the working group.   
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2911 Correspondence 
Agreed that Carolyn Robertson (& Rob McIntyre) should be nominated 
to MSDC as Balcombe’s choice for the 2012 Community Service 
Award. 
 

2912 Exchange of Information 
Cllr. Saunders – a full Jubilee programme has been arranged 
including a dance.  He would be absent from the June meeting.   
Cllr. Short – had been in regular touch with Network Rail regarding 
dangerous brickwork on the Rocks Lane bridge. 
Cllr. Williamson – the newly installed ticket machine at the station 
was not functioning correctly.   
Cllr. Jarvest – mentioned the forthcoming London to Brighton cycle 
ride. 
Cllr. Greenwood – expressed concern at the amount of litter around 
the village.   
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 
22.18 hours.   

 

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 11th June 2012 
 
THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE 
HELD ON MONDAY 16th JULY 2012 IN THE WI ROOM  
 

 


