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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
ON MONDAY 20th AUGUST 2012 AT 8.00 PM IN THE W I ROOM, 
BALCOMBE VICTORY HALL. 
 
In the absence of the Chairman Members nominated Cllr. Saunders to 
take the Chair. 
Present:  Councillors Rodney Saunders (acting Chairman) Peter Huxley, 
Simon Greenwood, Alan Dearden, Robin Williamson, Mike Talman, Carol 
Jarvest & Catherine Dennison  
In attendance: Richard Greig – Clerk to the Council. 
 
2941. Public Participation 

Mrs Joan Dutton MBE spoke about planning application 
(BA)/12/02414/FUL Netheroak, Stockcroft Road.  She made a number 
of points relating to the proposed extension including effect on street 
scene, size of the extension that would almost double the volume of 
the present house as well as undue prominence to the extension 
through rising ground to the rear. Planning permission should be 
refused for the extension in its present form.  
Mr Steve Delpy spoke as the owner of Brettsway, 1 Bretts Orchard 
concerning application (BA)/12/02731/FUL. He spoke through the 
proposed development outlining the ways in which the scheme would 
enhance the property, at the same time solving the present imbalance 
between living & bedroom space.   
 

2942. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 
Cllr. Greenwood declared prejudicial interests in respect of agenda 
items 9 – Neighbourhood Planning, 10 – Fracking & 11 - planning 
application (BA)/12/02385/FUL – Lodgelands Farm, Crawley Lane.   
Cllr. Huxley declared a personal interest in respect of planning 
application (BA)/12/02731/FUL – Brettsway, 1 Bretts Orchard.  
Cllr. Jarvest declared a personal interest in respect of planning 
application (BA)/12/02414/FUL Netheroak, Stockcroft Road.  

   
2943. Apologies for absence 

Councillors Robin Lindsay-Stewart (unwell), Linda Short (family 
emergency) & Alison Stevenson (holiday).  
 

2944.  To approve Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 16th July 
The circulated Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 16h July were 
approved & signed by the Chairman as a true record.     
 

2945. Matters arising 
2929 – School Parking. The matter was still ongoing.  Cllr. Greenwood 
updated Members & reported a recent meeting with the Head Teacher 
at which mention of extra spaces was raised.  Consideration is being 
given for a set of rails to be installed to protect the children from traffic. 
Redundant URC premises - a meeting had taken place with the 
Church property manager.  It had been suggested that they might wish 
to consider some form of licensing arrangements with local 
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organisations interested in its usage.  Agreed that Councillors Jarvest 
& Dennison should deal with any reply necessary. 
2939 (W1) - Reduction of Bus subsidies – 272 service. Information 
now to hand advising that effective early September Sussex Coaches 
are taking over the service from Metrobus & that there will be a 
reduced route providing a service between Balcombe & Crawley only.  
WSCC had not yet advised new timing to BPC.   
W2 - clearing gullies on unadopted roads.  Cllr Talman advised that 
information to hand confirms that such gullies are the responsibility of 
Southern Water.   
    

2946. Urgent Matters – items not on the agenda that the Chairman of the 
meeting is of the opinion should be considered as a matter of 
urgency.   

 No matter raised.  
 
2947. Financial 

a). To approve Cash Book Receipts & Payments for July 2012 – 
noted as presented. The RFO mentioned that provision was being 
made for anticipated extra costs relating to recruitment & training 
of the new Clerk.  He confirmed that to date there had been no 
draw down of the agreed grant to the VHMC or transfer to the 
Youth Club. 
b). To note successful outcome of external audit of 2011/12 accounts.  
Noted by Members.  The acting Chairman requested that a note in the 
minutes appear to register thanks to the Clerk for his hard work in 
maintaining the accounts so conscientiously. 
.   

2948.   Working Groups - reports from Group Leaders on 
a). Housing & Environment – Cllr. Stevenson was absent.  
b). Safety & Security – Cllr. Dearden had nothing to report.  The 
Clerk mentioned recently vandalism on the upper play area. 
c). Young People – Cllr. Jarvest confirmed that the Youth Club 
opening would be on 10th September & that a full programme 
was planned.  The new equipment agreed with Rupert 
Browning (MSDC) was not yet in place.  It was agreed that the 
kind offer of a commemorative tree in memory of Angela Cox 
should be accepted & that it should be placed in the new play 
area.  Cllr. Greenwood suggested that September was possibly 
not the best time to plant a specimen.  Agreed that Cllr. Jarvest 
will be our point of contact with Julia Fairweather.     
d). Traffic Matters – the acting Chairman had circulated 
Members with a revised version of the covering letter & 
questionnaire form for Newlands residents seeking views on 
how parking could/should be improved.  Cllr. Talman would 
handle dropping off & collection from each household.   
Discussion took place as to the final format & it was agreed that 
both documents would be revised & made available for the 
printers on 23rd August 
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Cllr. Talman mentioned a red Mazda parked on Newland for 
some time.  This would be mentioned to the Police. 
The bureaucratic saga relating to renewal of a weathered 
parking sign appearing in the lower church lay-by was 
mentioned.  Agreed that we should accept WSCC proposal 1 – 
(Retain the "P" sign as it is that allows the lay-by area to be 
used for unrestricted parking) as it was no longer possible for a 
maximum 24 hour period to apply.  We should however monitor 
the situation, especially as an influx of travellers in the area had 
been reported. Suggested that it would be useful to ascertain 
the course of action that would be taken should travellers or 
similar take up occupancy of the lay-by.   
e). Local Societies – Cllr. Lindsay-Stewart was unfortunately 
absent. 
f).  Facilities & Amenities – Cllr. Talman reported on 
• Potential problems reported to him by the Warden of a 
block of (6) Affinity Sutton bungalows in Jobes.  Agreed that we 
would write the requested letter expressing our concerns at the 
report of anti social behaviour to the disadvantage & 
inconvenience of elderly neighbours. 
Lighting – a safety check had been made on village lights by 
SSE.  These mentioned 
Jobes 50 - Column leaning 
Jobes 53 - Column has sunk, unable to open door 
Jobes 47 - Column leaning 
Rec. Ground12 – Cut-out contacts burnt. Cut-out required. 
A detailed quote had been requested but agreed that if this did 
not exceed £600 it would be in order to proceed with 
rectification. 

• 'Every £ound Counts' Survey for West Sussex residents and 
businesses.  Although time was short (cut off 9th September) 
suggested that all Councillors should reply individually, a poster 
should appear in the local shops (Cllr. Talman to action) & a 
poster should appear on the notice board. 

• A “Snow Plan” meeting had been scheduled for 3rd September, 
but could be problematic due to team absences. 

• A trial planting of wild flower seeds would be arranged in 
Deanland Shaw & Newlands 
 

2949.  Neighbourhood Planning – progress report 
 Cllr. Jarvest updated Members mentioning 

• Hope that plan could be in place by spring 2013 
• The Working Group was functioning well.  A good relationship had 
been formed with Planning Aid who should be able to offer 
professional assistance.  
•  Landowners had come up with a selection of sites; not all were on 
the original plan. Consultation would therefore be necessary on key 
issues  as would some “brain storming”.  
Continuing efforts were being made to secure some funding towards 
the costs of the project including an approach to the Design Council. 
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2950. Fracking – progress report following circulation of public 

consultation documents 
The Actg. Chairman mentioned that the circular & poll cards had all 
been circulated & the collection box would be in the Stores up to 
the close date of 10th September. It appeared that Cllr. Lindsay-
Stewart was missing his yellow card. 
 

2951. Planning. – to consider the following applications:- 
a). For representation by 10th August 2012 (extended by 
agreement)  
(BA)/12/02385/FUL – Lodgelands Farm, Crawley Lane – construction 
of a new livestock building & extension of existing maize silage clamp 
& manure lagoon. All agreed that that as this was an agricultural 
development with minimal neighbourhood effect anticipated there 
should be no objection to the proposal. 
(BA)/12/02414/FUL Netheroak, Stockcroft Road – demolition of 
existing front porch & single storey side extension.  Proposed new 
storey rear extension & single storey side lean to.  Proposed new 
green oak porch.  New pitched roof to existing detached garage. 
In the absence of the Leader Cllr. Huxley headed the Housing & 
Environment enquiry into suitability prior to reporting to the meeting & 
reported the comments received from a neighbour – also copied to 
MSDC refer– correspondence item 9. He too opined that the size was 
too large & needed modification.  Under the circumstances he 
suggested that the application should be “called in” to enable all parties 
to have a full say rather than leaving it be considered on a delegated 
basis. 
Councillors discussed these recommendations & overall agreement 
was reached that our representation should include the following 
grounds for refusal: 

• overall the proposed extension was considered to be too dominant 
over the existing house, especially when viewed from Victoria Road 
and the neighbouring property to the South 

• more should be done to reduce the impact on the surrounds without 
significant compromise on the accommodation provided.   

• the proposed extension to the rear of the house is considered too 
bulky, especially in the upper storey and roof volume.   

• The new roof height follows the upper ridge-line of the existing house, 
which runs perpendicular to Stockcroft Road.  By extending at this 
height outside the existing building line on both North and South sides 
and raising height of the eaves at the rear of the property, the house 
would appear to be much more bulky when seen from Victoria Road 
than its appearance today.   

• the existing house has a first floor characterised by dormer windows on 
either side and sits well within its existing plot as seen from the road. 

• The proposed extension brings the building line closer to the North and 
South boundaries and therefore fills more of the width of the plot.   
This would have a more significant impact on the neighbouring 
property to the South.   
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• The neighbouring property has a roof ridge-line that runs perpendicular 
to Stockcroft Road, and because this is in the centre of the plot, both 
houses currently benefit from circulation space running alongside the 
plot, with a feeling of space and reasonable skyline from the pitches 
forming a V shape.   The proposed extension would move the building 
line towards the South Boundary and significantly increase the sense 
of enclosure for the property to the South.  This would be most acute 
besides the entrance area of the neighbouring property. 
Members concurred with representation to MSDC being made covering 
these findings. 
 (BA)/12/02480/TCA – The Briars, Stockcroft Road – Oak-remove six 
branches causing shading & disruption of view.  Birch – reduce to 
height of neighbouring conifer because of excessive shading. No 
objection. 
(BA)/12/02481/TCA – The Briars, Stockcroft Road – Fell golden conifer 
next to house.  Fell small conifer next to above.  Reduce one golden 
conifer to height 2nd storey window.  Fell 2 conifers adjoining rear of 
property. Reduce one tall conifer, 1 wide conifer & one unknown at 
front to height of dark green conifer. No objection. 
For representation by 17th August 2012 
(BA)/12/02513/FUL – 43 Newlands – single storey rear extension. No 
objection. 
For representation by 24th August 2012 
(BA)/12/02567/FUL – 4 Foxwells – double storey side extension & 
single storey side extension & single storey porch extension. No 
objection. 
(BA)/12/02574/FUL – 3 Boundary Road – erection of garage. The 
garage would have no affect on neighbouring propertries. No objection. 
(BA)/12/02606/FUL – Troy Cottage, Deanland Road - remove existing 
flat roof from the south side extension & replace with a new flat roof 
incorporating a roof light meeting current insulation requirements. No 
objection. 
For representation by 31st August 2012 
(BA)/12/02693/TREE – 19 Oldlands Avenue – re-pollard three Limes 
outside 18/19 Oldlands Avenue. No objection. 
(BA)/12/02731/FUL – Brettsway, 1 Bretts Orchard – proposed single 
storey side extension & garage extension.  With covered porch & 
internal alterations. The application was well presented & the proposal 
sensibly planned out.  There was no objection. 
b). to consider any additional applications received by the date of 
the meeting 
For representation by 7th September 2012 
(BA)/12/02785/LDC – 1 Holly Cottage, Mill Lane – remove 
chimney stack & chimney breasts that run through centre of the 
house to open up some rooms.   
This is an application to establish whether the development is 
lawful: this will be a legal decision where the planning merits of the 
proposed use cannot be taken into account. Agreed that as this 
was a legal matter beyond our competence the decision should be 
left to MSDC. 
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(BA)/12/02804/TCA – Wood House, Stockcroft Road – fell purple 
Plum & replace with another tree. No objection. 
 

2952. Appointment of new Clerk 
The RFO mentioned that the first advertisement would appear in 
this month’s Parish Magazine & went over the proposed time scale 
for an appointment.  If the successful applicant was unwilling to 
continue the home as office arrangement it might be possible for 
the desk in the post office, to be used on Tuesdays & Thursdays 
as required. 
   

2953. Balcombe Fete 15th September 
Most Councillors should be available on the day & would assist on 
our stand as required. Some had “duties” on other stands. 
 

2954. Correspondence 
Other 1 - Marcus Slegg – Fraud Investigation. The Clerk had 
provided background information following the enquiry from Mole 
Valley DC. 
W5 - Request for Borde Hill Tourist Signs. Agreed that there should not 
be a proliferation of signs, especially at the north end of the Green 
opposite the school. This will be mentioned to WSCC. 
Other - on Thursday 27th July 2012 Gatwick Airport Limited launched 
its 12 week consultation on the interim implementation of P-RNAV SID 
departure routes at Gatwick. They are seeking the views of the 
parishes that may experience a change in the way Gatwick's departure 
routes are being flown by aircraft. General thoughts were that 
Balcombe should not be affected by this. Cllr. Jarvest reported that she 
had referred the matter to a local pilot (Felix Carmichael) for assistance 
& that she would update the Council of any relevant observations 
received.    
 

2955. Exchange of Information 
Cllr. Williamson – Pre Christmas stage production now being 
casted. 
Cllr. Greenwood – would be absent from the September meeting.  
Mentioned the AirS Rural Housing fact sheet. 

 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 
22.15 hours.   

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 17TH September 2012 
THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE HELD 
ON MONDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 2012 IN THE WI ROOM 

 


