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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
MONDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 2012 AT 8.00 PM IN THE W I ROOM, BALCOMBE 
VICTORY HALL. 
 
Present:  Councillors Alison Stevenson, Rodney Saunders, Peter Huxley, Alan 
Dearden, Robin Williamson, Mike Talman, Robin Lindsay-Stewart & Carol Jarvest.  
In attendance: Richard Greig – Clerk to the Council. 
 
2956. Public Participation 

Mr Stuart Gregory (incoming Chairman of VHMC), Ms. Sue Taylor & Mrs 
Suzy Horne did not speak.  Messrs Paddy Horne & Bob Bardwell addressed 
the meeting. 
Mr Horne expressed misgivings about the legality of the fracking poll.  He 
opined that this was not representative of the democratic process required for 
a poll & that it should have been described as a survey.  Reference was 
made to information he had received from outside bodies on the constitution 
of a poll indicating that ours, not conforming, was a sham. 
Mr Bardwell explained to Members his views on the commuter parking 
problem experienced by residents of Newlands. The matter was discussed in 
more depth at a later stage of the meeting – refer 2961 below.   
 

2957. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 
No declarations were received.  

   
2958. Apologies for absence 

Councillors Simon Greenwood (prior engagement), Linda Short (on holiday) 
& Catherine Dennison (absent on business) 
 

2959.  To approve Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 20th August 
The circulated Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 20th August were 
approved & signed by the Chairman as a true record.     
 

2960. Matters arising 
2951 – Planning – permission granted/refused as below: 
(BA)/12/02385/FUL - Lodgelands Farm,  
(BA)/12/02414/FUL-   Netheroak, Stockcroft Road - refused 
(BA)/12/02480/TCA – The Briars, Stockcroft Road - withdrawn 
(BA)/12/02481/TCA – The Briars, Stockcroft Road  
(BA)/12/02513/FUL –  43 Newlands  
(BA)/12/02567/FUL –   4 Foxwells  
(BA)/12/02574/FUL –   3 Boundary Road –  
(BA)/12/02606/FUL –   Troy Cottage, Deanland Road  
It is understood that an appeal may be raised for Netheroak. 
2945 – 272 Bus.  Understood to be some confusion about revised routing.  
Cllr. Jarvest will check out & report at next meeting.  
2948 – Angela Cox memorial tree. Cllr. Jarvest reported that MSDC happy 
with proposal, but a delay in arrival of relative from USA might delay the 
planting 
A plaque had been requested. If an oak is selected Bob Bardwell offered to 
supply a selection of sizes for our choice. 

 The red Mazda is now reported to have been moved from Newlands.  
Travellers – we had received details of the normal procedures used by 
authorities to remove them from sites.   
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Cllr. Williamson requested clarification as to what the situation would be for 
removal of travellers with & without vehicles parked for example in the lower 
church lay-by which allows unrestricted parking. 
2953 – Fete had been most successful.  Organisers had been thanked on 
behalf of BPC. 
2954 – Possible changes to Gatwick flight path.  Following Gatwick Airport 
Limited launch of its 12 week consultation on the interim implementation of P-
RNAV SID departure routes at Gatwick we had received some information 
from a local pilot, Felix Carmichael. The view was “that there may be an 
increase in traffic over Balcombe if the proposed procedures are adopted and 
flown regularly, but generally aircraft taking off to the west, but destined for 
somewhere east of Gatwick turn north before heading off east, as this avoids 
flying over the east of Horsham and therefore Balcombe”. 
Members agreed that it would be useful to find out from the originators 
whether an increase in the number of flights over Balcombe is proposed & if 
so at what height Balcombe would be overflown.   Resultant details should be 
posted in the notice board. 

 
2961. Urgent Matters – items not on the agenda that the Chairman of the 

meeting is of the opinion should be considered as a matter of urgency.   
 The Chairman agreed that Parking on Newlands should be introduced as an 

agenda item following on from the comments made under Public Participation 
– see 2956 above – by Mr Bardwell.  
There had been a recent meeting of residents with a view to agreeing 
stronger measures to overcome the commuter parking problems. The 
Chairman reminded the meeting of an earlier study of village parking 
undertaken for BPC in 2009, only to be turned down by WSCC.  The present 
proposals received from Mr Bardwell proposed partial yellow lines for health 
& safety reasons, agreed by residents at their meeting.  Residents had also 
proposed a parking disc system for a specific area that would be “self-
policing”.  As some of the properties were Affinity Sutton owned a Becky 
Longden of their HH office would be contacted for assistance with this.  The 
Chairman offered help from BPC as required.  In conclusion Mr Bardwell 
advised that between Bramble Mead & Bramble Hill on the London Road 
there would be room for parking 18 cars quite legally. In the meantime we 
were advised that Newlands residents would continue their present “mass 
parking” arrangement with a view to discouraging commuter parking & that 
this might  include leafleting cars.   

 
2962. Financial 

a). To approve Cash Book Receipts & Payments for August 2012 – 
noted as presented. Noted as presented. 
b). To discuss funding application from Balcombe Scouts. All Councillors 
agreed that this was an admirable project but any further donation 
agreed by BPC could represent only a very small contribution to the total 
sum required (approx. £15k).  There were also queries raised about 
whether certain items covered in the works schedule were really suitable 
for a wooden scout hut & did they represent “value for money”. For such 
reasons it was suggested that the scheme might need to be revised. 
At this juncture we agreed in principle for a “not insignificant sum” to be 
contributed towards the scheme once a revised submission was received 
together with confirmation that this represented the views of all Scout 
Leaders involved. 
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Additionally there were questions raised as to whether the updated 
premises would be available for hire by other village organisations such 
as the Youth Club & would be for the general benefit of the community. 
Also had funding advice been taken from the Scouts Association, 
undoubtedly having a dedicated department for such purposes? The 
Chairman would talk further to the Balcombe Scouts Leaders & report 
back.   
 

2963.   Working Groups - reports from Group Leaders on 
a). Housing & Environment – refer to points made on Neighbourhood 
Plan – see 2964 below. 
b). Safety & Security – Cllr. Dearden included comment on 

• Abusive drunks on the recreation ground 
• Recent break-ins at the Scout Hut & Bowls Club  
• Graffiti on walls of school 

There has been further contact with BT regarding parking at their 
property in Stockcroft Road.  Agreed that the suggestion from a 
resident that a foot path should be in place past the entrances to 
avoid pedestrians having to walk out onto the road should be 
progressed in the first instance by Stuart Gregory of the residents’ 
association which we would support through separate representation.    
c). Young People – Cllr. Jarvest reported on the successful recent re-
opening for the new season (23 attendees) & Julia Beckett, the new 
leader, together with Liz Alsobrook from AirS were introduced to 
members.  The fete coconut shy had been successful (over £30 
made). The pavilion had been improved with curtain rails added.  The 
store room would be tidied & surplus gear removed.  Finances were 
on a sound basis.  Cllr. Huxley mentioned that the lap top previously 
used for VAS inputting would now be used at the Club.  
At the request of Cllr. Saunders it was agreed that the thanks of the 
Council be minuted to record Cllrs. Jarvest, Dennison & Huxleys’ 
excellent work in re-establishing the club so successfully.  
d). Traffic Matters – already covered.  See above. 
e). Local Societies – Cllr. Lindsay-Stewart had worked hard on 
welcome packs & these were readily made available to new 
residents.  Flat 1 at Springfield Shaw had a new owner. 
f).  Facilities & Amenities – concerning earlier reports concerning 
Jobes 50  Column leaning, Jobes 53 Column sunk, unable to open 
door, Jobes 47 Column leaning & Rec. Ground 12 Cut-out contacts 
burnt. Cut-out required Cllr. Talman remained of the opinion that there 
was no danger to any of the locations & that it was unnecessary to 
spend money on them at present. He would continue to monitor. 
A meeting with the snow plan contractors would take place on 20th to agree 
fees for this winter & a report would follow.  It might be necessary to authorise 
additional expenditure should our request for clearing additional locations 
result in a large increase.  WSCC would also be consulted & additional salt 
supplies obtained.  The Chairman would pass over details of requests for 
additional salt bins received from two additional roads.  We need to keep a 
careful look out for rubbish bins that were not being emptied by MSDC on 
their weekly rounds & report these to them.     
  

2964.  Neighbourhood Planning – progress report 
Our application to the Design Council for the Design Your 
Neighbourhood programme was not successful.  
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We had been offered a place on a similar programme called 
Neighbourhood planning support. This would also be free to Balcombe 
Parish Council. Instead of using a design partner we would be assigned 
one of their Built Environment Experts (BEEs) who would provide design 
support. The first step will be to arrange for Elspeth Wray to come and 
meet us and a few key members to learn more about our project and 
discuss the best way in which the Council can help. 
Cllr. Jarvest mentioned the useful meeting with Planning Aid who had 
allocated two East Sussex planners to us – a process plan was now 
being prepared & instigated. It was hoped that things would be in place 
for the referendum to proceed by the end of 2013.  Good progress was 
noted with Balcombe Estate, now being considered as a business entity 
rather than a local landowner. 
Two members of the group would be visiting the Crawley Down Hastoe 
development of low cost housing on 28th September.  

 
2965. Fracking – progress report following ending of deadline of poll 

Additional exchanges took place about the constitution of the poll & its validity 
– refer also 2956 above.  Following representations from Mr Horne alleging 
certain improprieties in the manner in which the fracking poll was conducted 
Cllr.  Saunders was instructed by the Chairman to withdraw for the time being 
the article entitled “Balcombe Rejects Fracking” from the October edition of 
the Parish Magazine as well as requesting The Mid Sussex Times not to 
publish anything about the fracking poll in the edition of 20th October. 
 

2966. Planning. – to consider the following applications:- 
a). For representation by 14th September 2012   
BA)/12/02858TREE – 15 Oldlands Avenue – 1 Lime Tree (T57) – repollard & 
cut back to trunk.  No objection. 
(BA)/12/02911/TCA - Bramerton, Victoria Road – fell one cherry tree & one 
plum tree in rear garden.  No objection 
For representation by 28th September 2012 
(BA)/12/02567/FUL – 4 Foxwells – double storey side extension & single 
storey side extension & single storey porch extension. (amended plans 
received correcting proposed porch roof & enlarging single storey addition). 
No objection 
(BA)/12/03031/FUL – Coombe House Cottage, Private Road – conversion of 
existing loft space, insertion of 3 conservation roof lights, 1 window @ 1st floor 
level, 1 window @ 2nd floor level & erection of dormer window.  No objection 
For representation by 5th October 2012 
(BA)/12/03104/FUL – Abercorn, Stockcroft Road – two storey extension to 
rear & new first floor above existing garage. No objection 
 

2967. Appointment of new Clerk 
The RFO advised of a number of applications received, most of 
emanating from outside the Parish, the furthest from Eastbourne.  There 
would be a further advert in the Parish Magazine with slight revision of 
salary scales & date extension to end of October.  Agreed the 
interviewing panel should consist of the Chairman, RFO, Clerk & possibly 
one other Councillor. 
 

2968. Report on Balcombe Fete held 15th September 
All Members agreed that it had been most successful day.  Visitors to the 
Council’s stand were somewhat limited. 
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Possibly because the emphasis had been on Neighbourhood Planning 
not much feedback was received.  We should re-think the concept next 
year. 
 

2969. Correspondence 
M1 -  Site @ Bretts. HH Road – the Chairman mentioned MSDC’s 
reasoning behind this.  
Other 9 - F O I Request fromwhatdotheyknow.com.  All agreed that this 
type of request was extremely time consuming. 
  

2970.  Exchange of Information 
Cllr. Jarvest requested attention to the hedge on the London Road up to 
Newlands. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 22.14 
hours.   
 
 

Signed…………………………………………. 
 
Date: 15TH October 2012 
 
 
THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON 
MONDAY 15TH OCTOBER 2012 IN THE WI ROOM 
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