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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
MONDAY 11th JUNE 2012 AT 8.00 PM IN THE W I ROOM, BALCOMBE VICTORY 
HALL. 
 
Present:  Messrs. Robin Williamson, Peter Huxley, Robin Lindsay-Stewart, Simon 
Greenwood.  Mesdames Alison Stevenson, Carol Jarvest & Linda Short.   
In attendance: Richard Greig – Clerk to the Council. 
 
2913. Public Participation 

Mesdames Gemma Root & Janina Clark spoke on behalf of Balcombe 
Babies & explained by means of a detailed paper circulated amongst 
Councillors the reasons for their funding request.  Applications have also 
been made to other parties, including the Fete Committee who has offered 
limited matched funding.  It was mentioned that if Balcombe Babies has to 
close this could result in the withdrawal of the accompanying Baby Clinic.  
Charles Metcalfe spoke in connection with the proposed exploration for oil at 
Lower Stumble. He requested the undertaking of an air quality test for which 
he had obtained a quote of £80 per sample (3 needed) + VAT, via a friend.  
He was unable to confirm whether this included an accompanying analysis 
report. 
A query was raised concerning the estimated number of vehicles mentioned 
in the report under traffic through the village.  This stated “about 10k per day”.  
It was suggested that a study be made relating to the type of vehicle involved.  
The Chairman stated that these figures had been supplied by WSCC & 
requested that if further clarification was required a written request should be 
submitted. 
Mrs Suzy Horne mentioned that the No Fracking in Balcombe Group 
intended to distribute a paper stating their views & asked whether the Council 
would contribute towards the cost. It was requested that a formal funding 
application be made in accordance with our current guidelines.   
Mr Paddy Horne asked whether the Council had yet prepared a response to 
the sheet of many questions handed over at the May meeting.  He also asked 
whether the Council had the intention of reporting to residents on air pollution 
levels. He raised a query relating to the number of 20t vehicles passing 
through the village.  His final query was to ask what influence the Parish 
Council would have on future activity on the Lower Stumble site. 
 Mrs Kathryn McWhirter (a k a Catherine Metcalfe) spoke also about air 
pollution which had been discussed during preparation of the report by the 
Fracking Working Group.  She mentioned her reasons for not approving the 
report that had been signed off by the other nine members of the group.   
 

2914. Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest 
Cllr. Simon Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in respect of 
correspondence item 11. Control Union Certification including Balcombe 
Estate - & a personal interest in respect of agenda item 2921 – 
(BA)/12/01666/FUL – Stumble Ridge.    

 
2915. Apologies for absence 

Councillors Catherine Dennison (holiday), Rodney Saunders (holiday), Mike 
Talman (Range Duties) & Alan Dearden (holiday).   
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2916.  To approve Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 21st May 
The circulated Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 21st May were 
approved nem con & signed by the Chairman as a true record.     
 

2917. Matters arising 
2907 – School Parking stated as still a problem & discussion still in place 
with all necessary parties to try & improve things. 
2911 - MSDC 2012 Community Service Award - Carolyn Robertson 
reported delighted at her nomination as Balcombe’s choice.  
2912 – Cllr. Short is still in liaison with Network Rail concerning the 
dangerous Rock’s Lane railway bridge.    
 

2918. Urgent Matters – items not on the agenda that the Chairman of the 
meeting is of the opinion should be considered as a matter of urgency.   

 No matter raised.   
 

2919.  Financial 
a). To approve Cash Book Receipts & Payments for May 2012 – noted as 
presented.  
b). To receive findings of the appointed financial sub-committee & to 
sign off 2011/2012 accounts for submission to external auditor, 
Mazars.  The RFO reported that the Financial Sub-Committee had 
met on 6th June 2012 & said that they were able to report positively 
on their findings relating to the effectiveness of the Council’s internal 
audit procedures to conform to Annual Governance statement 
procedures.  
Members then collectively acknowledged their responsibility for 
ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including the 
preparation of the accounting statements covered on Section 2 of the 
Annual Governance Statement ending 31st March 2012 of the Audit 
Commission’s Annual Return.  This was signed off by the Chairman 
& Clerk – page 3 of 6. 
c).  Balcombe Babies – agreed that the grant application will be 
discussed at the July meeting.  Possibly they could do more to raise 
money themselves themselves.   
 

2920. Working Groups - reports from Group Leaders on 
a). Housing & Environment – proceeding slowly.  Village site 
identification was proceeding as was discussion with additional site 
owners.  Cllr. Greenwood spoke on exception sites & read an extract 
relating to this.  The sustainability document had been received from 
Ardingly & sustainability assessment criteria analysis noted.      
b). Safety & Security – Cllr. Dearden was not present.  There had 
now been a recent “Middy” article on the Wynstay taxi driver, Paul 
Emerick.  Burglaries had been reported on Oldlands Avenue. 
c). Young People – Cllr. Jarvest mentioned that the start date of the 
new Youth Club Leader, Julia Beckett, had been delayed. Agreed the 
transitional fund balances we are holding would be retained by this 
Council until required.    
d). Traffic Matters.  In the absence of Cllr. Saunders the Chairman 
mentioned that progress of our two TRO’s could be expected within 
the next six weeks.  The planned speed limitation north of the village 
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was understood to have been passed over to consultants for 
assistance.     
e). Local Societies – Welcome Pack distribution proceeding well. 
Agreed that the Council should once again participate 
f).  Facilities & Amenities.  Cllr. Talman was not present.  Repair & 
maintenance of village benches would be proceeding.  The recently advised 
WSCC changes to gully maintenance & emptying would be carefully studied 
in view of the recent wet weather.     
 

2921. Planning. – to consider the following applications  
a). For representation by 15th June 2012 
(BA)/12/01562/FUL – Little Meadows, Stockcroft Road – two storey extension 
to rear with single storey garage & workshop to side & two storey front 
extension.  
Agreed we should have considerable concerns over the large two storey 
projection into the rear garden and the overbearing affect that would have on 
both neighbouring properties, more so to The Croft to the north where it’s 
closer and where the combined affect of continuation of the roofline into the 
single storey section is very imposing. The depth of the extension is 
considerable. A scheme to provide increase in living space could be achieved 
with a less deep extension and less effect on the neighbours. 
There is no space between the proposed building and the northern boundary 
to allow for maintenance, from plan it would seem probable that the proposal 
is so close to the boundary that the gutters would overhang the neighbouring 
property. (Even pointing the brickwork would require permission from the 
neighbours). 
We should have no objections to the porch. 
(BA)/12/01666/FUL.– Stumble Ridge, Oldlands Avenue – demolition of 
existing substandard two storey house & replacement with four bedroom 
house with accommodation in the attic. 
Agreed it would be difficult to find grounds for refusal on the grounds of 
increased size as most of the remainder of the houses along the southern 
side of Oldlands are of a similar size to that proposed, although the increase 
will be a significant change to the appearance of this plot. After additional 
consideration the following representation was submitted to MSDC: 
 “The existing house is a small detached timber clad house. It’s an unusual 
design and has some character. It fills roughly half the width of the plot 
frontage. 
Size - proposed house is about twice the size and fills the entire width of the 
plot. The larger house proposed will undoubtedly be more noticeable on the 
street scene. 
It would be difficult to find grounds for refusal on the grounds of increased 
size as most of the remainder of the houses along the southern side of 
Oldlands are of a similar size to that proposed, although the increase will be a 
significant change to the appearance of this plot. 
The plot itself sits on the south side of Oldlands but faces down Stockcroft 
Road. It’s therefore quite a dominant site as there are far views towards the 
house for anyone coming down Stockcroft. 
Trees The plot has had a number of trees removed recently and is more 
visible than it was but some trees remain to keep the character. Any planning 
permission granted should ensure that tree cover remains or is enhanced. 
Style -the style of the proposed house is very symmetrical. This will make it 
quite imposing. The timber frame style is also very unusual for a new house in 
the village & there seem to be no similar house. The predominant style is of 
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brick with either tile or timber cladding. Although the houses on Oldlands vary 
considerably none are of this style. 
There is a view that the balanced style, the size and the timber framing, 
although not unattractive in its own right, will make the house a little “Disney” 
in the existing street scene. We would suggest that the applicant considers 
tile hanging the upper storey to match the village vernacular and better seat 
within the street scene”.   
(BA)/12/01698/TREE – Wellwood, Stockcroft Road – 3 Limes – repollard. No 
Objection. 
(BA)/12/01729/TCA – Wellwood, Stockcroft Road 3 Horse Chestnut – 
remove lower limbs to allow more light. No objection.  
b). to consider any additional applications received by the date of the meeting 
For representation by 22nd June 2012 
(BA)/12/01679/FUL – Clay’s Lake, Parish Lane, Pease Pottage – Removal & 
replacement of an existing dam at Clay’s lake with a larger dam to enable the 
storage of additional water within the lake during periods of flood as part of 
the Upper Mole Alleviation Scheme. Associated works include the excavation 
of a borrow area to provide materials for the dam & mitigation measures to 
include the creation of a pond & tree pruning. 
Unlike the earlier application that had been poorly thought out resulting in 
considerable opposition from the Action Group it now appears that as a result 
of detailed consultation, including a renegotiated access route to the site, the 
alternative solution now satisfies all parties.  As there appears to be overall 
acceptance of this compromise solution by those affected it was 
recommended that we should have no objection to the application.   

 
2922. Correspondence 

Other 2 – Ertl – Lower Ricks complaint – Members were acquainted of the 
background & sighted the accompanying correspondence. 
Mr Williamson reminded Councillors that the Council’s policy in relation to 
complaints was as follows:  
All complaints made to the Parish Council are handled through the Clerk as 
the authorised Officer of the Council. Where a complaint relates to the 
conduct of a member of the Council a Councillor who is not connected with 
the complaint is asked to assist the Clerk in investigating the complaint and to 
advise the Clerk on any reply, and advice is also taken from the Sussex 
Association of Local Councils (SALC).  In this case the Councillor invited to 
assist the Clerk was Cllr Williamson. 
Other 6 - Letter from Fred Stevens re Neighbourhood Plan. Details 
relating to traffic matters (Newlands) will be passed to Cllr. Saunders on 
his return.  
Extra - URC Building – correspondence had been received from the trustees 
& Cllr. Carol Jarvest was requested to be the Council’s nominated point of 
contact with Cllr. Saunders assisting if required. Agreed it will take time to 
prepare a project submission.  
 

2923. Exchange of Information 
Cllr. Jarvest spoke about the benefits of a possible extension to the pavilion 
& mentioned that she would seek guidance on this from MSDC.  Noted that it 
is our building – we pay only ground rent to MSDC for its use. 
Cllr. Short – there is a continuing drainage problem on Rocks Lane of which 
WSCC made aware. 
Cllr. Lindsay-Stewart – Highways have recently patched worn sections of 
Crawley Lane. 
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The Chairman - agreed that we should again have a stand at the fete on 14th 
July.  Cllr. Williamson offered his gazebo.  Cllr. Greenwood unfortunately not 
able to help on the day.  
Response to Fracking Report – we will send out questionnaires again 
together with an accompanying reminder for them to be returned as soon as 
possible to enable the analysis to take place.      

 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 
21.37 hours.   

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 16th July 2012 
 
THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE 
HELD ON MONDAY 16th JULY 2012 IN THE WI ROOM 
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Other 6 - Letter from Fred Stevens re Neighbourhood Plan. Details 
relating to traffic matters (Newlands) will be passed to Cllr. Saunders on 
his return.  
Extra - URC Building – correspondence had been received from the trustees 
& Cllr. Carol Jarvest was requested to be the Council’s nominated point of 
contact with Cllr. Saunders assisting if required. Agreed it will take time to 
prepare a project submission.  
 

2924. Exchange of Information 
Cllr. Jarvest spoke about the benefits of a possible extension to the pavilion 
& mentioned that she would seek guidance on this from MSDC.  Noted that it 
is our building – we pay only ground rent to MSDC for its use. 
Cllr. Short – there is a continuing drainage problem on Rocks Lane of which 
WSCC made aware. 
Cllr. Lindsay-Stewart – Highways have recently patched worn sections of 
Crawley Lane. 
The Chairman - agreed that we should again have a stand at the fete on 14th 
July.  Cllr. Williamson offered his gazebo.  Cllr. Greenwood unfortunately not 
able to help on the day.  
Response to Fracking Report – we will send out questionnaires again 
together with an accompanying reminder for them to be returned as soon as 
possible to enable the analysis to take place.      

 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 
21.37 hours.   

Signed…………………………………………. 
Date: 16th July 2012 
 
THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE 
HELD ON MONDAY 16th JULY 2012 IN THE WI ROOM 
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