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MEETING BETWEEN BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 

& CUADRILLA RESOURCES LTD  

at MSDC Offices on Friday 3 May at 3.30 pm 

PRESENT:  From Balcombe Parish Council – Alison Stevenson (Chairman), 
Rodney Saunders (Vice Chairman), Robin Williamson (Responsible Financial 
Officer) and Rosemary Robertson (Parish Clerk) 

From Cuadrilla Resources Ltd – Francis Egan (CEO) and Matt Lambert 
(Government & Public Affairs Director) 

Balcombe Parish Council (BPC) opened the meeting by confirming that all information provided by 
Cuadrilla Resources Ltd (Cuadrilla) would enter the public domain. 

Cuadrilla stated that they had requested the meeting in order to inform BPC of their plans for the 
site at Lower Stumble.  Following the grant of an Exploration Licence, in 2010 they had received 
Planning Permission for an exploratory well on the site, and this expires in September 2013. 

Commencing in mid June they intend to drill, but not to hydraulically fracture (Frack), an 
exploratory well on the site.  The well will be drilled to a vertical depth of about 3,000 ft, and 
thereafter horizontally (at a depth of about 2,500 ft) in a direction between west and northwest 
(under land owned by Balcombe Estate) for a distance of about 2,000 ft.  They will then extract 
samples of the rock.  They will “stimulate” the reservoir rock using low pressure  hydrochloric acid 
in a concentration between 7.5 and 15% that they say is classified as non-hazardous. They will be 
looking for oil within the layer of micrite, and assessing the potential flow rate to enable them to 
decide on a subsequent course of action. 

BPC asked for, and was given, an unequivocal assurance that current plans do not involve any 
Fracking on the site. Cuadrilla advised that the necessary applications had been submitted to the 
Environment Agency and the Health & Safety Executive, and that on the day of the meeting an 
application for drilling consent was being submitted to the Department of Energy & Climate 
Change (DECC). These applications do not include a proposal to Frack the well.  

BPC asked how long it would take to decide a course of action once the data from the exploratory 
well had been obtained. Cuadrilla said that there would be a quick decision and that there would 
only be three options:- 

1. If there was negligible oil flow the well would be capped with cement and abandoned. 
2. If there was sufficient natural flow an assessment would be made of how much oil  might be 

extracted  without Fracking and if so whether and where further exploration wells might be 
required to assess what quantity of oil might be recovered from the rock. 

3. If there was insufficient natural flow consideration would be given to whether or not the 
reservoir rock could be safely fracked and if so  the necessary environmental impact 
assessment and planning permissions might be sought to Frack and flow test the well (this 
would be a separate and future operation if approvals were sought and granted). 
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Options 2 and 3 would require a complete new application process, including new Planning 
Permission and a full Environmental Impact Assessment for option 3, and would take a substantial 
amount of time.  

Cuadrilla informed BPC that they plan to monitor water quality by drilling a very small bore about 
200 ft deep into the aquifer from which they will obtain water samples before and during the main 
activity.  Specific approval is not required for this exercise which is expected to be done during 
May using a very small rig.  Water samples will be analysed by an independent company,  Ground-
Gas Solutions and Cuadrilla will make the data on water quality public. 

BPC pointed out that the stream that ran alongside the site should also be monitored, because 
Southern Water had used it to “over pump” water into Ardingly Reservoir, although the aquifer did 
not, as far as BPC are aware, feed the Reservoir.  BPC requested that the monitoring should include 
this stream, both above and below the site. 

BPC raised the concerns of some villagers over air pollution.   Cuadrilla said that they would look 
into the possibility of air quality monitoring. 

Diesel fuel, drilling “mud” and other fluids stored on site would be held within secondary 
containment in the bunded area.   

Delivery and erection of the rig will take one week, drilling is expected to take 40 days (working 24 
hours per day, 7 days per week) following which dismantling and removal of the rig will take a 
further week.  The rig to be employed is smaller that that used on their Lancashire site, and the 
sound caused by the drilling process should not exceed 45 decibels.  Lighting from the site would 
be visible from some houses but the positioning and direction of lights would be designed to 
minimise this. 

Discussion then moved to traffic implications for the proposed work.  For the delivery and removal 
of the rig, each taking one week, West Sussex County Council has given permission for the London 
Road through the village to be used and Cuadrilla have given assurances that the lorries would not 
travel past the School during drop-off or pick-up times.   There would be approximately 2 vehicles 
per hour between 9.30 am – 2.30 pm and between 4.30pm – 6.00 pm.   BPC pointed out that after 
school clubs meant a lot of activity at the School until at least 4.15 pm and Cuadrilla undertook to 
respect this.   There would be around 60 vehicles (HGV) during each of the weeks for delivery and 
removal of the rig but only 2 per day while drilling was being carried out.  Security on site is being 
provided by G4S. 

When asked about the likelihood of gas being found on the site Cuadrilla stated that there could be 
some gas but this was unlikely. They are expecting to find oil. Any gas would probably be flared 
during exploration. 

BPC criticised Cuadrilla for using a Market Research Company that had conducted a survey in the 
village and had been disingenuous with parishioners about who had commissioned them and the 
purpose of the survey.  Cuadrilla said if this happened this was against the instructions given to 
surveyors and gave assurances that they would not undertake another survey in the village without 
notifying the BPC. 

Cuadrilla was asked if they had approached Balcombe Estate about an extension to their lease of the 
site; apparently discussions have taken place.  
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BPC asked if its Fracking Report had been an accurate representation of issues associated with the 
site and was told that it was a comprehensive and informed document.    

BPC reminded Cuadrilla that, following the poll of residents, it is committed to opposing Fracking.  
BPC was not sure what the residents’ views on exploration without Fracking would be. 

Cuadrilla is due to meet with Head of Planning at WSCC. They had also spoken to Francis Maude 
in his capacity as the local MP as a courtesy. 

Cuadrilla went on to give information about other locations in which they are operating.   They 
currently have a number of sites in Lancashire and sites in Holland and Poland, but nowhere else in 
the UK.   BPC expressed the wish that Balcombe should not be “industrialised,” it is a beautiful 
village surrounded by one of the largest shooting estates in the South. Cuadrilla insisted that 
industrialising the area forms no part of their plans. Nevertheless they are a commercial enterprise 
and this exploration could be beneficial to the UK. Cuadrilla explained that full exploitation of a gas 
or oil field may not be possible due to conditions or constraints above ground. 

Cuadrilla stated that they wanted to open a dialogue with Balcombe residents. They were planning 
to write to every house-hold and to organise  a Drop-In session at which residents could put 
questions on matters that concern them.  Cuadrilla wanted an opportunity to tackle some of the 
scare stories that had been promulgated as a result of “shoddy practice” in the USA.  They 
emphasised that they wanted to co-operate with local elected officials, but understood that BPC is 
committed to supporting the majority view of residents. They would consider organising pre-
booked visits to the site during operations subject to health and safety constraints. 

BPC welcomed Cuadrilla's proposal to letter drop and to hold a Drop-In meeting in the village and 
would encourage villagers to attend. Thursday 23 May, 4.00 pm – 8.30 pm, was pencilled in as a 
possible date for such an event.  

The meeting closed with Cuadrilla undertaking to keep BPC informed of any future plans.  They 
said that they are open to questions at any time. 


