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Dear resident

I am writing to inform you that Cuadrilla is planning to drill, but not hydraulically fracture,
an exploration well on our existing site in Balcombe this summer; the same site from
which energy company Conoco drilled an exploration well in 1986.

Cuadrilla wishes to keep the community fully informed about our operations and would
like to invite you to an information session where you can meet our experienced team
and ask any questions that you might have. This drop-in session will be held on
Thursday 23d May from 4:00pm until 8:30pm at the Bramble Hall, Balcombe, RHl7
6HR. As is our practice, there will also be opportunities for site visits over the coming
months.

Cuadrilla is at an exploration well drilling stage, for which we were granted planning
permission in 2010 by West Sussex County Council. We have notified the Environment

- Agency, the Health & Sa
that we intend to complete this approved exploration well activity.

Our exploration well will be an unobtrusive operation, deploying a small rig and drilling to
a total depth of about 3,000 feet. Depending on the results of the vertical section, we
may drill a horizontal leg of approximately 2,500 feet. Hydraulic fracturing will not be

taking place in either the vertical or horizontal well sections.

All well design and drilling activity is reviewed to the full satisfaction of the UK's
regulators. lf oil or gas is discovered as part of this exploration phase, we will be testing
the potential flow for a short period following which the well will be capped. By the end
of September we plan to have completed our approved operations on the site and
removed allequipment.

Exploration wells are the primary way in which we gather data on the subsurface rock
and extend our knowledge of oil and gas resources. Our exploration is in line with
national policy to promote UK natural gas and oil resources and reduce reliance on
imported energy.

Technically there is nothing out of the ordinary about this exploration well. As you may
know, Balcombe has a history of oil exploration and production including on the, site at
Lower Stumble. Government records show that over 50 oil and gas wells have already
been drilled in West Sussex.
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Having completed this exploration work we will analyse the data. lf Cuadrilla finds oil or
gas, a series of technical, environmental and economic assessments would take place

before any further decisions about additional exploration work are made. This will
include the involvement of the community and local government in West Sussex. Future
decisions about any further exploration would depend on the result of a thorough
planning approval process conducted by West Sussex County Council and a community
consultation process.

We intend to work in your region with great sensitivity. We are well aware of the
perceptions that some have about oif and gas but this summer is a very good starting
point to have an informed discussion about potential impacts and benefits. The UK has a
growing dependency on imported natural gas and oil to meet its heating, electricity and
industrial needs. This is one step in exploring the potential substantial domestic
resources.

lf you are unable to attend the event or have any questions, please feel free to call us on

0800 0086 766 or email

Yours sincerely,

Chief Execu

FGE-J-L00Zdmp
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